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REPORT. 


WasHINGTon, August 18, 1845. 


To the Board of Aldermen and 
Board of Common Council : 

GentLEMEN: In presenting their “first report under the 

new School System, the Board of Trustees deem it proper to 

reface it with some explanatory remarks, Jest the public mind 
might be misled, and thereby the beneficent objects of the 
system be injuriously affected. 3 

On being duly informed of their election, the members of 
the Board assembled at: the Mayor’s Office, in the City Hall, 
on the 23d of December of last year, and were organized, the 
Mayor presiding aus ex-officio Chairman of the Board. The 
Board then proceeded to the election of a Secretary, Wm. J. 
McCormick. j tle 

In assuming the duties assigned,them, the members of the 
Board were necessarily led to a couse of reflection on the new 

osition in which they were placed in relation to a most in- 
teresting and important branch of the corporate concerns of 
the City. The testimonials of confidence thus bestowed by 
the Council in electing them to the honorable station of ad- 
ministrative guardians of the educational department of the 
City, naturally prompted them to survey the field of their 
prospective labors with the most anxious scrutiny, and. to 
search assiduously for the best means and methods of accom- 
plishing the object in view. 

The previous history of Public School education in this 
City seemed to present but a limited source of information 
suitable for their guidance. The two schools then in exist- 
ence were of ancient date, the offspring of an extensive philan- 
thropy, from which, doubtless, many good fruits had been 
gathered in the instruction afforded to children in the humbler 
walks of life, who might otherwise have remained wholly un- 
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lic education with a proportion of pupils to one ee great. 
ter than fifty or sixty. The united testimony a fo a8 com. 
munities which precede us in the career of public school in. 
struction fully sustains the truth of this fact. — 

Although these schools were provided with goo i contt 
petent teachers, the great number of pupils in regular attend. 
ance necessarily required more attention than it was In the 
nature of things possible for the teachers to bestow, and thugs 
only the most elementary or primary branches of knowledge 
could be pursued, and those even with but poor success. 

The changes which had taken place around us in the career 
of educational policy stimulated a generous effort on the part 
of the Corporation to substitute for the old schools a new sys- 
tem, calculated to be more efficient in its operation, without 
entailing the burden of additional taxation on the property of 
‘the City. To render a new system successful it was obvious: 
ly necessary that it should operate on an enlarged scale of 
-action, that the number of schools should be increased, and a 
number of teachers and assistant teachers provided, more com- 
mensurate with the number of pupils attempted to be taught. 
‘To effect this object, the means at the disposal of the Corpo- 
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OY (ay school purposes were insufficient. {n order to su 
peer s deficiency, the present school law wisely imposes a 
ply t tax on those who may receive the benefit of instruction 
Ne he form of a small tuition fee, not to exceed fifty cents per 
48 with the humane exception of such orphans and others 
really unable to contribute even this light impo- 


oaths Board of Trustees could not fail to appreciate the wis- 
dom of this provision, as contained in the ninth section of the 
jaw. The tuition charge is light, and the application of it to 
ihe compensation of assistant teachers constitutes the most 

rominent and valuable—if hot the very best—feature of the 
the new system. : ; 

The task, therefore, of carrying this system into full prac- 
tical effect was that to which the present Board had to address 
themselves. In commencing the discharge of their duties 
under this new system, the Board of Trustees were not entirely 
free from apprehensions that some obstacle might be presented 
tending to retard-a complete and successful reformation of the 
old schools, and to bring them within the pay system. The 
brief experience of seven months’ operation has but contributed 
heir fears in that particular. 

In the school of the First District the number of pay pupils 
is not yet equal to what it ought to be. That of the Third 
District is still less encouraging, as will be seen by reference to 
Exhibit marked , 

The new school in the Fourth District, which has only 
been open one month, presents the most flattering proof of the 
favorable disposition of the people of that District to sustain 
the system to a successful issue. ‘The Board indulge the an- 
ticipation of a no less favorable experience on the opening of 
the school in the Second District. 

In regard to the two old schools, it is but just that allow- 
ance should be made for the fact, that as they were the only 
schools in which the poor children of the City could get free - 
admittance, it may be fair to presume that the larger portion 
of that class of children without regard to proximity, had be- 
come pupils there to the exclusion of others, and consequently 
left fewer applicants for free admission to the new schools. 
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Hvucse McCormick, respectively, as , 
a — Subsequently, Dr. Topias Wang 
#800 per annum ‘ enna; and Mr. Henry Harpy for tHe 


was elected for th ! 
Pouth District, at the same salaries, to take effect at the tout 
mencement of the business of the schools. Mrs. Hensy, D 
was also appointed assistant Teacher of the first school, at a 
annual salary of $250. ¢ n 
With respect to the code of Rules and Regulations adopteg 
for the guidance of the sub-Boards and Teachers, and hake 
with submitted, marked A, itis but Just to remark, that hitherto 
they have been found to work remarkably well, SO much ca 
indeed, that not a single suggestion for their alteration in any 

particular, has been made by either of the sub-Boards or Teac] 
ers... It is not, however, intended by these remarks to agg as 
is absolutely faultless or unimprope. 


that the Code of Rules 1 
able, but only that they have proven fully adequate to presen ; 


wants. Unceasing vigilance will, nevertheless, be had, in org 
to render the system as complete and perfect as it can be 
made. The classification and the books prescribed in ihe P 
rules, it is believed, accord well with the views of the Teaan 
28) re are, perhaps, as unexceptionable as any that could be 
The moneys appropriated forthe payment of Teaches, and 

other objects uader their control, have been duly applied N 
funds remained to the credit of the Board for the payment f 
the Teachers for the month of July. An estimate. of an 
amount necessary for the payment of salaries and incide al 
expenses for the ensuing school year, to the 30th June, 1846, 
> 
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is herewith submitted in paper marked D, This estimate, it 
will be observed, anticipates the authority for the appointment 
of three assistant Teachers, two for the Second, and one for 
the Fourth School Districts. As there appears to be no reason 
to doubt that the receipts for tuition in those schools for the 
ear will be more than equal to their compensation, this was 
judged the proper Ume to propose it. ‘The Board can enter- 
tain no doubt of a willingness on the part of the Councils to 
“gp confer the authority for their appointment. Some incon- 
venience is felt at present by the ‘Teachers, in consequence 
of not being able to receive their compensation for their last 
month’s service. ‘T'o prevent an annual recurrence of this, it 
might be well to make the next appropriation for the payment 
of ‘Teachers to extend to the 1st August, 1846. If it should 
be the pleasure of the Council to do so, it will only be 
necessary to add the amount of one month’s pay to the es- 
timate. On future occasions it may be proper to present to 
the Councils an estimate of the amount (prospective) that 
may be received for tuition, but at this early period there does 
not 4ppear sufficient data on which to found such an estimate, 
notwithstanding the favorable expectations of the Board upon 
that subject. ‘Ihe members of the Fourth District seem to\ 
entertain no doubt of increasing the number of pupils in that 
school to one hundred and fifty in the course of next month, | 
if $0, and the proportion of pay pupils be equal to what it ap- 
peats to have been last month, the receipts must exceed $50 | 
r month. : v att 
[n the Second District, an excellent school house has been 
erected on a part of the Judiciary Square. It is of two stories 
in height, and thus afford, separate apartments for the sexes, 
to the full number required by the law. Separate and exten- 
sive enclosures are provided for play grounds. It is presumed 
that this house and its furniture will be ready for the pupils 
by the Ist September, for which the gentleman elected to take_ 
charge of it is holding himself in readiness. The school \ 
house of the Fourth District, in which, as before noticed, one | 
month’s instruction has been given, is constructed of durable 
materials, and in size equal to the requirements of the law. 
Itis situated on 6th street, square 494. ‘The lot, which con- J 
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ienicy of the new system, either in relation to the Coq 

for a government of the Scheols, the primary books de 
upon, or the selection of the Teachers ; all these-are ee 
recent adoption, have been too short atime in operation, justly 
to deserve the credit or the censure which may be due to the 
results, Both the schools, it will be remembered, had }een 
for many years in operation under the old System, and ypder 
the same teachers. 

Tf there were errors in that system, which the Councils of 
the City have sought to amend by their new ordinance, it was 
scarcely to be expected that they should all be corrected. and 
the habits and customs of long standing should be broken hd 

~ and new ones of better tendency framed within the short space 
of half a year. These things being considered, those. of the 
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Trustees who attended the examinations, had reason to be 
abundantly satisfied, not only with the proficiency, but with 
the neat and orderly appearance of the pupils. 

It will be proper to add that, in the First School, the sub- 
Board have deemed it expedient and useful to employ a Teach- 
er of Music in addition to the other Teachers. It was not 
their design that he should interfere with the regular studies 
of the pupils, but they believed that two or three hours a week 
might be profitably employed in communicating to the chil- 
dren the principles of harmony, and they were willing, if the 
experiment failed, to take upon themselves the burden of the 
additional expense. Mr. J. H. Hewrrt was engaged to attend 
the School for an hour on each of two days of the week, anda 
quarters’ tuition in singing and in the rudiments of music was 
just expiring at the time of the examination. The attending 
Trustees take great pleasure in expressing their extreme 
gratification at the performance of Mr. Hewitt’s pupils; and 
they are induced to believe from the very evident improve- 
ment in the deportment and manners of all who had partaken 
of his instructions, that great good might result from extend- 
ing the experiment to the other schools. 

It will open to the children a new, innocent, and attractive 
source-of enjoyment, will greatly tend to refine their feelings 
and soften their manners, and impart to them a taste for 
amusements within the bosom of their families, which may 
become the means of saving them: from many of the evil con- 
sequences of idling away their vacant hours in the streets. 
The additional expense the Trustees regard of too little im- 
portance to deserve weight in determining the propriety of the 
measure. 

By order of the Board. 
W. W. SEATON. 


o 
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Books for the Fifth Class Kay’s Reader, No. 2, Fowles : 
Emerson’s Arithmetic, lah bart. 5 as I Spelling, Book, and 
23. The studies of the Fourth Class may be reading ; H 
3, spelling in Fowle’s Spelling Book, Arithmetic, RDavien Pee eaten NO: 
Writing on slates and on blackboards. essons) and 
24. The studies of the Third Class may be Treading in & 
Class Reader, spelling, writing, Davies’ First Lessons jy Arithenne Third 
ell’s Primary Geography, and Dayenport’s History of the United ac? Mitch- 
25. The studies of the Second Class may be reading in the ed States, 
Reader. spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, Pictorial Herat Vernon 
United States, by Goodrich. c Istory of the 
26. The studies of the First Class may be reading, writing, Ni 
hy, Parley’s Common School History, Smith’s Grammay Bi pe lin 
ngland. > sdetce 
__ 27. The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Classes may practice Writin 
blackboard. The First, Second, and Third in copy books, Als on slates and 
are to be filed for the examination of the sub-Board. writing books 
28. It being understood that there must necessarily be differ 
proficiency among so many pupils, especially in the First or hikers of 
such studies as may best comport with the pupils future distinctio ignest, Class, 
to be introduced, at the discretion of the Teachers, subject io the are allowed 
the sub-Board ; but, in all cases, before entering upon such studie approval of 
must pass, in the presence of the sub-Board, a satisfactory exa: 168) the pu il 
required studies of the School. ~ *Xamination in the 
29. It is recommended to the-Teachers in the respective School 
general lesson each day, in which all the pupils may participate ‘ 
means of the blackboard, the composition of sentences, spelling ’ ° earn, b 
the use of capital letters, simple exercises in linear and perspec! epee toation, 
outlines of countries, geometrical figures, science of forms, etc. ete Tawing, 
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Exhibit of the number of Pupils of cach sex 5 FY 
/ ee & im the Fir 
Third, and Fourth District Schools, the terms of aay 
Sion, receipts, and amounts yet due. 


In the School of the First District, (per Teacher's repo; i 
appears that the whole number of patois enrolled 4 oie Beta Laat 
30th of July was 167; those in actual attendance on that day were 151; of 
these 114 were males, ange females; of the whole number on the School 
lists, 27 are pay pupils, and 140 free; the monthly receipts for tuition, at 50 
cents per pupil, was $13 50. 

In the School of the Third District, (per Teacher's report of 31st July, 1845,) 
there are in attendance 100 pupils, of whom 79 are males, and 21 females 5 of 
these only 5 are pay pupils, the remainder, 95, being free; the monthly tui- 
tion receipts $2 50. 
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In the School of the Fourth District, (per Teacher's report of Ang. 1, 1845,) 
96 pupils have been entered on the School lists, of these 90 were in actualiat- 
tendance; of the 90 in habitual attendance 70 are males, and 20 females of 
whom 65 are pay pupils and 25 free. The sum actually received Gon be 

upils as tuition fees is $20, but the further sum of $10 will doubtless be col. 
Rected on the first of the coming month. ‘It is proper to remark that several 
pupils were admitted into this School but a very short period before the vaca- 
tion, from whom, although classed as pay pupils, it was not deemed expedien 
to exact payment until the recommencement'on the Ist of September. : 
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Statement of the cost of books, Sc. distributed to the pupils of 
the Public Schools since January 1, 1845, to date. 


Distributed to First School  ~ - 2 =" $95.75 
Third School = = = = 92°61 
Fourth School = = - = 47 00 
—— _ $235 36 
. The yalue of books, &c. in hand in the Schools and yet undis- 
tributed, are 
In the First School - - - - - $12 62 
Third School = - - - - - 1075 
Fourth School —- - - - - 1485 
38 22 
$273 58 
The amount of money received in the several schools for books supplied, are 
In First School ‘i po ~ - - - — $43 (he 
Supposed yet collectible — - - = - 15 75 
G4 Hg $56 50 
In Third School - = ~ = =) - - 4 24 
In Fourth School - = = ~ = #1 re 
Due and collect}ble - - - - - 
Oe P —_ Al 25 


$101 99 
Aucust, 1845. ———— 
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An estimate of the amount necessary for the support of the 
Public Schools, severally, for the year ending the’ 30th 
June, 1846. i 


For tHe First Scnoor. 
For payment of the Principal and Assistant Teachers $1,050 00 


fuel - - - = 
books and stationery - > v7 = 50 00 
other expenses ~ od = on 30 00 


——— $1,150 00 


For tHe Seconp Scwoor. 


For the payment of Principal Teacher, 10 months, - $666 66 

two Assistants, 10 months, - 416 66 

four stoves - - = ~ = 60 00 

purchase of fuel - - - - 40 00 

books, maps, and stationery = — = - 175 00 
book-case, water vessels, six chairs, clock, hand- 

bell, &c. - - - = a 35 00 

other expenses - = = = = 36 68 


Seen area 5400.00 


For tHe Tarrp Scxoor. 


For the payment of Teacher - 7 ~ $800 00 
fuel - = = at Si ~ 20 00 
stationery, books, &e. —- = - = 920 00 
other expenses — = = oy ‘e 20 00 
860 00 
For tHe Fourtn Scnoor. 
For the payment of Principal Teacher $800 00 


Assistant do = = 208 33 
purchase of fuel - - = - 20 00 
two stoves and fixtures — = a = 35 00 
books, stationery, and maps  —- ~ - 75 00 
book-case, chairs, water yessels, bell, clock, 
brooms, &c. — - = = - 30 00 
other expenses — - - = - 21 67 
——_ 1,200 00 


Whole amoufl — ~- = 2 - $4,640 00 
To which add this amount, now due for books and stationery 266 58 


$4,906 58 
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Report of the Annual Examination of the Pupils in the 
School of the First District, with the Names of those who 
have distinguished themselves in their respective classes. 


MALE DEPARTMENT. 


First Class in Geography.—George C. Henning, H. Wailes Burroughs 
John White, James Owens. if 
Second Glass in Geography.—James Lewis, Lewis Denham, Wm. Barry. 

Third Class in Geography.—Henry Fling, William Goldsborough, Daniel 
O’Brien. 

First Class in Grammar.—William Fisher, George C. Henning. 

First Class in History (General History of the World. )—H. W. Burroughs 
George C. Henning, Charles Dexter. H 

First Class in History of England.—George C. Henning; James F. Owens, 
John Angel. 

First Class in History of United States—Jolm Melson, Robert Leckman, 
James Robbins. 

Second Class in History of United States.—James Croggon, Thomas Wil- 
liamson, Joseph Burch. 

First Class in Arithmetic—John White, James Summers, G. C. Henning. 

Second Class in Arithmetic—John Barron, James Lewis, William Barry. 

Third Class in Arithmetic—George Gibson, Josiah Grant. 

Fourth Class in Arithmetic.—George Collison, George Webster. 

First Class in Reading—Lewis Cass Robinson. 

Second Class in Reading.—John Devaughn. 

Fourth Class in Reading.—William Dodd. 

Fifth Class in Reading.—Henry Croggon, Chapman Ourand. 

Third Class in Reading.—William W. Sinclair. 

The Principal of the School presents to the Board of Trustees and the Pub- 
lic the subjoined names of Boys who have distinguished themselves by an 
exemplary deportment—George C. Henning, James Lewis, Joseph Ourand, 
Lewis A. Bradley, Samuel Savage, Charles Owens, Catesby B. Burroughs. 


FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 


First Class in Geography.—Jane E. Bradley, Louisa Frances Henshaw, 
Mary E. Brown. 

Second Class in Geography —Emma Theresa Brown, Mary Jane Shinnors, 
Isabella Edwards. 

First Class in History of United States——Louisa F. Henshaw, Jane Eliza 
Bradley, Cornelia A, E. Tyler. ‘ ? 

Second Class in History of United States——Mary 9. Shinnors, Isabella Ed- 
wards, Margaret Kelly. ¢ 
ad First Class in Arithmetic_—Louisa F. Henshaw, Jane E. Bradley, Margaret 

enley. 

ae Class in Arithmetic.—Julia Driscol, Sarah Sheiks, Sarah Fisher, 
Edith Henshaw. 

First Class in Reading.—Mary E. Brown. 

Second Class in Reading.—Harriet Miller. 
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rT stant ‘Teacher presents. the subjoined names of Misses who haye 
Ai sGouished themeelvés ty amiability of deportment.—Jane FE. Bradley, Mary 
E. Baker, Sarah E, Davidson, Sarah A. Sheiks, Sophia Bouvet. 
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THIRD DISTRICT. 


Premiums ee awarded to the following Pupils in the 
School of the Third District at the Examination on the 31st 
ultimo, per Teachers report. It is but justice to temark that 
in many cases the premiums were awarded by lot, In conse- 
quence of the apparent equal merit of the candidates : 

For Multiplication Table—to Sarah Eaton, Jas. Pope, and Jos. Wood. 


‘Arithmetical Tables—to Mary Porter, John St. John, and Robert Ecton. 
First Class of Geography—to Col. Bryan, Sylvester Gates, and Jno. Lusby. 


Second do do | —to Elizabeth Lusby and Ellen Anderson. 

First Class Practical Ciphering—to I’. Ober, Syl. Gates, and Jno, Lusby. 
Second do do do. —to Elizabeth Lusby and Virginia Bryan. 
Third do do do . —to Sarah Cronin and Thomas Howe, 
Fourth Class Ciphering—to Thomas Davis and Thomas Gordon. 

Fifth do do —to James Doig: 

Sixth do do —to James Pope and George Dykes. 

Seventh do do —to James Connor and John Moulden. 


First Class Reading—to Sylvester Gates and Thomas Goldsmith. 
Third do do —to Benjamin White and Thomas Marche. 
Fourth do do —to Sarah Eaton and Margaret Kremer, 


TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
From the First District. 


Ropert Farnuam. Geo. J. Aszorr, Tomas Hanrtty. 


From the Second District. 
Perer Force, ‘> Tuos. Donono, J.C. MoKe.pen. 


‘rom the Third District. 
Nosxe Youne, Wm. M. Exus, Joun P. INGLE. 


From the Fourth District. 
Tromas BLAGDEN, lenatios Mupp, Aaron MILier. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
TO THE 4 


CITY COUNCILS, 


Aveusr 24, 1846. 


GENTLEMEN: For the conditionand operations of the four Public 
Schools of the city during the past year, the Board of Trustees respect- 
fully refer to the annual reports of the several sub-boards, transmitted 
herewith. It will be seén that all the schools have been in continued 
and (as far as their organization will admit) ‘successful operation 
throughout the year. There has been manifested in the public mind 
a greatly increased interest in the success of a system of public instruc< 
tion; an evident appreciation of the importance, and a demand for the 
benefits to be derived from it, much beyond the ability of the Trustees, 
uhder the existing laws, to afford. The applications for admission into 
the schools, beyond tne limited numbér that could’ be accommodated, 
have been very numerous; and it has been amongst tbe most painful of 
the duties devolving upon, the Trustees, to refuse the means of instruc- 
tion to large numbers of the children of the city, whose parents, al- 
though anxious for the education of those committed to their charge, 
were unable to defray the expenses of private instruction. 

As ‘the act constituting the Board makes it their duty to recommend 
to the Councils such modifications and improvernents as“their experi- 
ence and observation may suggest, the Board would respeetfally invite 
the attention of the Legislative Council to the primary importance of 
such a modification or extension of the system as shall confer the bene- 
fits to be derived from it as equally as practicable upon all the’ chil- 
dren within the limits of the corporation. Although the founders and 
friends of the existiag system are deemed to be justly entitled to the 
public gratitude, and although it is confering upon the community incal- 
culable blessings, by affording the means of intellectual culture to hun- 
dreds of rational and immortal minds, which mast otherwise grow up 
in comparative ignorance and eonsequent degradation, still it must be 
admitted to be partial and unjust to withhold similar advantages from 
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uch anxie 4 | 
andes of one family, being entitled to the benefits of the school, 
are admitted at the commencement, and beivg diligent, and conduetin 


i ‘ety, must they not be continued ? ‘I'he children of anothey 
Rate te precisely similar circumstances, ask rachel aati are an. 
swered, that no more can be received. These are coats not only to 
remain in ignorance of that knowledge, which is so indispensable tg 
their usefulness and respectability in life, after having supplicated it, 
with swimming and uplifted eyes, at our hands, but perhaps to be turn- 
ed into the public streets, to acquire habits of inka consequent 
vice, or to slake their laudable thirst for knowledge from the noxious 
fountains to which access is but too easy- So important is this subject 
deemed in several of the States of the Union, that, after having provi- 
ded ample means for giving twelve years of instruction to every child 
within their limits, their principal anxiety 1s to induce the attendance 
of the few who do not appreciate their advantages. It has ceased to be 
a question Whether all necessary means should be furnished ; the. only 
questions being, bow much is required for the full accomplishment of the 
great object of universal education, and: how it shall beso applied that 
the commonwealth shall not be endangered by an ignorant and vicious 
population 2 Within twenty years of the first settlement of the: colony 
of Massachusetts Bay, in the then unbroken wilderness of New Eng- 
land; (whose name and glory for successful enterprize have long since 


filled the world,) not only had they established schools in every place 


where little cluster of “log cabins’’ denoted that the successors to the 
great inheritance before them were being reared, but they had laid the 
solid and enduring foundations of a University, which has been, and stil] 
1s, the revered Alma Mater of so much of the learning and patriotism of 
our common country. 

It is not to be doubted that much of the enterprize and well directed 
energy of the early settlers of our country, which has become so uni- 
versally diffused over its broad surface, and given so decided and success- 
fula character to its institutions, is to be attributed to the just apprecia~ 
tion of the value and importance of general education. Every intellect 
is capable of a degree of development which will enable it to add 
something to the momentum of the national. progress. ‘ 

History and experience prove that the greatness and prosperity of a 
pation the exact measure of its intellectual development. The same 
is true in regard to all smaller communities. 

The number of children in this metropolis between the ages of five 
and fifteen, for whom the means of education should be provided, on'the 
basis of the last census, isabout five thousand. The four public schools 
now in operation are capable of receiving about. seven hundred pupils. 
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The great disparity between the means provided and. the object to be 
attained is sufficiently obvious. And if it is the duty of the city au- 
thorities to provide instruction for one-seventh of the children in the 
city, can it be consistent with their responsibi ities to leave six-seyenths 
entirely destitute of all means for acquiring even the first rudiments of 
education ? 

The appropriation from the general and school funds for the support 
of the four public schools for the last year amounted to about three 
thousand seven’ hundred and seventy dollars, all of which has been ex- 

ended, under the direction of the Board of Trustees, as required by 
las The above \sevem if apportioned amongst those having an 
equal and just claim to its, share, would give to each alittle less 
than-one dollar. But under the existing system, six are entirely 
excluded from all participation for every seventh, who is made the forta-, 
nate recipient of the whole amount. 

In order to. remedy, to some extent, the defects in the existing sys- 
tem above alluded to, the Board would respectfully snggest that: ten 
primary schools be established, in addition to those now in operation ; 
each to be placed in charge of a single female teacher. And, with the 
view of testing the utility of the suggestion, and at» thesame time 
avoiding a large outlay of money for erecting suitable school-houses, it 
is the opinion:of the Board, that appropriate rooms should be hired for 
the present use’ of these schools. It is estimated thatthe annual ex- 
pense of these schools woud be, for 10 teachers at $250 each, $2,500 ; 
rent of 10 school rooms at $75 each; $750 ; fuel.and incidental expen- 
ses, say $25 each. $250; making a gross expenditure of $3,500 a year, 
and furnishing the means of instruction to six hundred additional chil- 
dren. » [It may fairly be estimated that of the above amount, $3,500, 
about $900 would be paid by the tuition fees of the pupils, so that the 
increased expense to the city would be but $2,600.] «This, itis thought, 
would, to a considerable extent, answer the demand for that class of 
schools; whilst it would, at the sate time, *Yelieve the present schools 
of a. large number of small. children now crowded into them, to the 
great interruption of the progress of those who are sufficiently advanced 
for proper classification. 

It is the deliberate opinion of the Board, that these primary schools 
are of paramount and fundamental importance, and indispensable to the 
successful operation of the school system. P 

The experience and judicious Superintendent of Rhode Island’ Public 
Schools very justly remarks, “that the failure to employ females as 
teachers in the public schools is au evidence of want of radence in 
applying school funds, ‘‘and of the low appreciation of their peculiar 
talents as teachers—their more gentle and refined manners—purer mor- 
als—stronger interest and greater tact and contentment in managing and 
instructing young children—and of their power, when properly devel- 
oped, of governing even the most stubborn minds by moral influences. 
He adds, ‘ that two-thirds of all the schools he had visited would have 
been better taught by female teachers, who could have been employed 
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‘ ‘ le teaehers.”’ Th 
sation actually paid to ma ; ese re. 
ae preraltered to apply with full: foree to the et dat this 
cit Suitable female teachers are unquestionably competent to teach 
cy 1 the children now in our public schools 
y 


ce nine-tenths of al 
and asthe great deficiency in our school fund would seem to demand 
the most prudent and economical expenditure, such a modification of th, 


“sino system as will secure the employment o several Semale teachers ; 
caves) peasted upon the consideration of the City Councils. _ 
Or, it may be deemed advisable to reorganize the whole system, mak. 
ing the proper distinctions of primary and grammar schools, suited tg 
the ages and advancement of the children, and making the former sy¢. 
ficiently numerous to receive all that might desire to attend. Although 
by this the aggregate cost might be somewhat increased, the expenge 
ld be greatly diminished. 


of educating each child would : 
If but one grade of schools is to be supported, the primary schools, 


under suitable female teachers, have greatly the advantage, both on the 


score of economy and adaptedness to the wants of our city. They are 
ll organized school system, [¢ 


the basis, the sine gua non, of every we 
ai alba ¢ of hope that further acquire. 


the alphabet be taught, there is ground fur 
ments will be achieved—but without that, all beyond is impracticable 
and hopeless. Does not patriotism and duty demand that we shall ex. 


tend to the thousands of children, who are soon “ to fill the places we 
now fill,” at least so much aid as will enable them to take this first and 
indispensable step in the acquisition of knowledge ? : ‘ 

It is believed that the City Charter fully authorizes the imposition of 
a’special tax for educational purposes; nor can it be doubted that every 
patriotic citizen, every one who has at heart the prosperity of his coun- 
try and the happiness of his race, would submit most cheerfully to a 
very inconsiderable contribution for the accomplishment of so great 
and philanthropic an object. 

During the late session of Congress, the Board of Trustees appointed a 
committee to confer with the committees of the two Houses as to prac- 
ticability of obtaining a grant of public land, the proceeds to be devo- 
ted to the aid of the public schools in this District. The committee re- 
ported that the application was favorably received; and although from 
the quantity of other District business previously before the committees, 
no final action could be obtained, assurances were given, that at the 
next session, the subject should be favorably considered. 

Through the politeness of the Directors of the late National Fair, the 
pupils were invited to the exhibition, which they accepted, and, with 
the trustees and teachers, attended in a body. It was pleasant to wit. 
ness their bright and happy and wondering faces as they looked round 
upon the brilliant collection which adorned the hall. © They afterwards 
marched to the Capitol and were presented by the Mayor to the Com- 
mittee of the District, and many of the Representatives. The: neat, 
well-dressed, healthy appearance of the pupils, and their correct’ de- 
portment elicited many encomiums from those who saw them. Many 
members promised to do all in their power to aid the schools’ of ‘the 
city by precuring a donation of land, or otherwise assisting them. 
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The examination at the close of the schools previous. to the present 
vacation indicated an interest and success in their operations very grati- 
fying to those who were able to attend them. At the conclusion, pre- 
miums and medals were awarded to such pupilsas had merited, by their 
punctual attendance and exemplary conduct, the approbation of their 
teachers and of the Board. By a special vote of the Board their names 
are reported to the Councils as a further mark of approbation, and an in- 
centive for the future. Music was taught a part of the year in the 
schools of the 1st and 2nd districts, much to the satisfaction of the 
the teachers and the evident improvement of the pupils. The public 
concerts of those schools, at which were sung many selected and origi- 
nal pieces under the direction of their accomplished teacher, Mr. Hew- 
itt, were listened to by large audiences with great pleasure. The fa- 
vorable consideration of the recommendation in the estimates in rela- 
tion to Music-is requested by the Board. 

The appropriations for the support of the schools to the 30th of June 
last, have all been applied; leaving the salaries of the teachers-for the 
month of July unpaid. The propriety of making the appropriation in 
time for the puncutal payment of the teachers as their salaries are 
earned and become due, is respectfully suggested. 

The necessity of more: suitable school-houses in the first-and third 
districts, as stated in. the last report of the Board, is again urged upon 
the consideraiton of the Council. 

Should no alteration be made in the existing law, the accompanying 
estimate for appropriations for the support of the present schools is 
submitted. 

ESTIMATES FOR 1846-7. 

The estimated amount necessary to be appropriated for the support 
of the several schools, for the year ending 30th of June, 1847; and in- 
cluding sundry special items of expense, which ‘it is no less necessary 
to provide for, is exhibited in the following statement, viz: 7 


For tue Scuoon oF THE First District. 


For compensation of principal teacher - $800 00 
urchase of fuel : - - 30 00 
ooks and stationery - - : 50 00 

incidental purposes, and to make up for deficien- 
ciences in the last year’s appropriation 70 00 

$950 00 
For Tas Scroor or tHE Seconp District. 

For compensation of principal teacher - $800 00 
' the purchase of fuel - - - 40 00 
books, maps, and stationery - - 125 00 
incidental and contingent expenses - 50 00 


planting trees, grading and gravelling walks © $100 00 
repairs of building, &c., &c. —- ea 100 00 
9qzZ $1,215 00 
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for tHe Scuoot or ras Ture Disrrrent, 
For compensation of principal teacher fy #800 00 
the purchase of uel e 5B f 3 00 
books and stationery L 5 y 
incidental expenses 8 L i 
atta to school house and appendages - 400" 6d 


1,000’ 09 


For tak Scnoon or tHe Fourtu District. 
For compensation of principal teacher = _ $800 00 
books and stationery - s s 50 00 
tdel ee : : : : 20.00 


incidental expenses - “ 30 00 
sages i + a —— 900 00 
For deficiencies in last year’s appropriation. for 
stoves, &c., $7 90; books and stationery, 
$16; incidental expenses, $12 10 — - 36 00 
shade trees - = ~ 30 00 
six window shutters to scbool house _ - 30 00 
to pay an account due William Wise for gra- 
ding and graveling around the school house, 
in 1845 - - - - e 22 00 
—— 118 00 
1 
For compensation in full of Teacher of Vocal Mu- ween 
sic to 30th June, 1846, in. the ist and 2nd 
Districts. - : - - 125 00 
salary of Secretary of Board-of Trustees. for 
one yearand half to 30th,June, 1846: - 75 00 
contingent expenses of Board of Trustees 100 00 


It is believed that the sum stated in the above estimate, will be suf- 
ficient for the objects stated: relying on the means to be derived from 
tuition charges for the compensation of the assistant teachers which 
are now or may be employed within the year, according to the provi- 
sion of the 2nd section uf act of the Council, for the support of the seve- 
ral. Public Schools, approved Oct. Ist, 1845. 

It will be necessary to provide for the compensation of the Secretary 
of the Board of Trustees; which by law, is $50 per annum ; but it is 

roper to remark, that there was due to the secretary a half year’s pay 

- on the 30th of June last, he having served eighteen months, to that date, 

and haying only received the $50 as provided by the act before men- 

tioned. Inview of which it would be proper to insert for that, object 

$75. It is also desirable that a small contingent sum, should be provi- 
ded for the Board of Trustees. hed te ertonen 

To avail themselves of the knowledge and progressive experience of 
those who are marching before them in the educational and moral in- 
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struction of youth, it has been deemed proper to supply the members of 
the Board, and the principal teachers of the schools, with some of the 
school reports of the New England States,-and periodicals and essays 
on educational and public school subjects. _Someflittle printing is also 
found necessary, such as circulars, cards, tickets &c., for-which purpose 
one hundred dollars would probably be sufficient. 

~The Board also respectfully recommend that whenever the Sub-Board 
of any District deem it expedient and proper, they may be authorized 
to employ a Teacher of Vocal Music, whose compensation shall not ex- 
$25 per quarter, to be’ paid in the same way as the appropriations of 
the bill for support of schools. : 

By order of the Board of Trustees. 


; =| W.-W. SEATON, President. 
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Report or tie Sus-Boarp or Trusters or Tue First Scroon Dist 
to tne GENERAL Board, and Estimates! ror 7HE NEXT yea as, 


I 


Condition of the First Public School. 


“In accordance with a resolution passed at the last meeting’of the Board 
of Trastees, requiting from each Sub-boarda’ statement of the condi- 
tion’and wants of each school, the following’ report is respectfully sub- 
mitted by the Trustees of the First District: 

We feel it due to the Principal and Assistant Teacher; to bear official 
testimony to the fidelity, zeal, and assiduity with which they have’ per- 
formed their arduous duties: Their labors have'been long atid untiring 
not limited by the réquired hours of teaching, or-confined to the school- 
room. The number of pupils is so large, that itvis impossible to" do 
them justice without commencing earlier and continuing later in the 
evening the exercises of the’ school, than is proscribed by the school 
regulations. 

.§ opportunity has presented they liave explained tothe parents of 
the pupils the change in the school system, the’ provisions of the law of 
December 6th; (it being much’ mistnderstood and misrepresented,) and 
commended its present and prospective advantages. ‘There has been 
eonsegquently a gratifying and visibly increasing interest on the patt of 
the parent’, which is manifested by the neat, cleanly,and well dressed 
appearance of thé pupils, more regularity and greater punctuality in at- 
tendance, deeper interést in their studies, and a gradual increase in the 
number of pay pupils. : 

Much additional labor has been imposed upon the Principal Teacher 
by the &chool regulations, designed to carry out fully and effectively the 
law of December 6th, 1844. ‘These increased duties have’ been punc- 
tually and’ faithfully performed to the entire satisfaction of the Sub- 
Board. ‘We think we hazard nothing in asserting, that the school has 
never been in'so good a state as at the present time. In our visits toit; 
we havé been “pleased to notice the improved order and respectful de- 
portment of the pupils, and their advancement ‘in their studies. It is 
the more gratifying, as we are enabled to state, corporeal punishment 
is fever used in the female, and very rarely in the male department. 
b°We Have watched with much interest the effect of requiring a ‘tui- 
tion fee from those who are able to pay it. We were not’ among the 
early friends’ of that clause of the school law; we would gladly see; as 
if some portions of our éountry, our schools open to all; the'rich and ‘the’ 
poor alike, supported by taxation, assessed according to the valuation’ 
of ‘the property of every citizen, and not @ charge chiefly upon the par- 


ents who have children at school; the equality of all men’ is the’ 


theory of our institutions, political and civil. ‘T e’Tich, “then; should 
give of their abundance, and the poor bestow their mite to pro- 
mote universal education, so intimately connected are their destinies 
under a republican form of government. Its preservation depends up- 
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onthe intelligence -and ‘moralityrof the citizens, and.it is a neces 
daty, that provision:be made: by those who. haveithe power, to educata 
all, so that every citizen shall be qualified for the various offices anq ag 
lations he may be required to sustain. 
In this city, the 1st and 3d Public Schools were so long schools open 
nly to the indigent poor, that there existed inthe minds of man 
parents |a prejudice-against them, as.charity establishments, and. an Ons 
‘willingness to send their-children to these when the new system Went 
into operation... At first, very few pay pupils were received, and mog, 
of those belonging to the school. seemed ‘: obviously unable” to pay. the 
tuition fee required... Consequently, the Sub-Board were: led to make 
the report* that accompanies this,. in, May, 1845,.and_.to, apply to: the 
City, Councils for relief;.an appropriation was made. for the salary, of the 
Assistant Teacher forsix months... This, together,pyith, the purchase. 
new, books, and especially. the.introduction of music, shad’ a, favorable 
effect. . Time was given for the existing. prejudice Insome, measure to 
subside, extend the knowledge of the mew, system, increase, the inter. 
est both of parents and pupils in the school, and pupils were radually 
sadded to the pay ‘list..1, The. receipts ,on accountof tuition, this, year 
‘will be nearly safficient.to defray the salary. of. the,Assistant. ‘Teacher 
‘without extra appropriation... The receipt for.the first six months Were 
ibut $28.) In, the 2d and 4th Districts,.where.the ner schools.went.into 
‘operation, the prejudice, to which we have alluded, did not, exist. The 
number of pay pupils was at-first:very darge., As, the system is bet- 
ter understood, it is seen whatever. is, paid by. the pupils, defrays the 
expense of additional instruction, and of course.adds greatly, to, t lead. 
wantage of the school ; so that many of our tuost opulent and respecia- 
ble citizens now encourage the publie schools, not only, by, their. influ- 
ence, ‘but give them the more impressive sanction of sending.to them 
their children, . ‘They are not naw_understood to be schools for the, poor 
only, but open alike to.all the children of the citizens; ,This is the true 
ligbtin which they should be viewed, and;considered under this aspect; 
-and,,remembering the-prejudice. that was felt. so strongly, against..the 
former schools, or rather |system, it is perhaps the dictate of sound. poli, 
cy to keep up and: extend the present,system ull the, great doctrine , of 
universal education, and. education, in. Public Schools, be fully establish-, 
ed. . Should, there be recourse to.increased taxation, or sufficientaid, ob- 
‘tained from; Congress, the present tuition fee may be gradually, reduced 
.or-discontinued,, The popularity, of the system is shown, by,the crowd.., 
ed condition of the present schools. .. The trustees, haye been unable to. 
admit allwho-have applied....As vacancies have occurred, the first,.on. 
the list of applicants have been admitted, whether they happen; to. be. 
free.or pay pupils. Not a doubt exists in-our minds of the peed and 
importance of jadditional. school, buildings, and, that the.cost would. he, 
saved/to the city, within two:years.after their erection, for the reasons, 
assigned in the financial.statement,.at.the.close of; this report. 9. . vig 


*Submitted to the Councils but not printed. ; ons ee ee 
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Notwithstanding our first iripressions, to which we hay 
luded, we feel convinced the oe ‘has: worked ‘well, in the ist Dj 
trict. «The school is always full, the interest both*of parents and pu ‘is 
increased; and the general tone and feeling improved’ and isle arencis, 
When the Sub-Boardascertained last winter that-the Assistant Teach ez 
could no longer be paid from: the General-Fund, the pupils and: theit 
parents: were informed (hat, provision was made by: thé. city for ‘one 
‘Feacher only, and, unless a sufficient amount of: tuition was: raised for 
the:salary.of the Assistant, the number of pupils must necessarily “be 
reduced: » We felt. bound tostake: this course in order to catry out the 
law. of:1844, and prevent disappointment and complaint. At once; many 
who-had! never paid anything; entered their children as pay pupils. 
Muchlanxietyswas felt by the girls: lest they should lose'the services of 
their teacher, which must be regarded.as evidence of the high appreci« 
ation in which sheis held, and the attachmentof her pupils. Wedeem 
it but just to state. that we feel convinced she would have continued to 
discharge the duties of a teacher, even without compensation, (as she 
did for six months: in1844, and,for which we’ thiak she has a just 
claim, upon; the sing rather than permit the dismission of her. pupils 
from the school... ‘[he.interest excited by the introduction of Vocal 
Music had. also,a beneficial effect, by presenting a new inducement to 
the parents.to continue their children at school, 


san 
il. 
The Examination: 


Knowing, as we did, that two teachers only had the care of an hun- 
dred and eighty pupils, crowded in.one room, without those convenien- 
ces for study, comfort, and recreation, that every school should possess, 
we were not prepared for the improvement and proficiency that really 
existed. ae 

“The classes in Reading appeared well, having a clearness and dis- 
tinctness in enunciation, the effect undoubtedly in part of their exercises 
in music and declamation. Many, who were learning their letters a 
few months since, now read with considerable ease. Inu Geography 
the classes showed much familiarity with the text and the outline Maps. 
The classes in History appeared to advantage. Considerable progress 
had been made by some of the pupils in Grammar and Arithemetic. 
We could not fail to see that a generous spirit of emulation had~ been! 
excited among the pupils, not so much to excel their classmates as'to be 


well grounded in their studies. We were gratified in witnessing’ the 


e already. al- 


sympathy, courtesy, and diligence that prevails among the pupils, and” 


particularly in the female department. 


By yi dea carey et 
-OMi MISE oon y 


“We'were much’ pleased to witness, on the evening previous to the 


distribution of medals° and premiums, an exhibition by the children in” 


” The Exhibition. eae 
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: tes Music. »It was very creditabl r thei. 
nena a visitor in the ae see bee i bea taske 
; ils for the exhibition. | 2 ‘ ‘Hs. 
Sar pandteree evidently gratified with the performances, Whit, 
) e such exercises to the neglect of more impor 


we would not encourag ; 
tant ones, yet as they interest the pupils and parents in the schoo}, and 
serve asia pleasant recreation from severer studies, we would 5 


means discountenance them. These exercises are of advantage in eg}. 
recting defects of manner and utterance, teaching aver carriage: 4 
the body; developing and strengthening the lungs and the lee Of ‘the 
voice; and accustoming the pupils to understand the ideas, eelinigs, ang 
sentiments of an avthor, and give them expression: Thus they Serve 
not only as a pleasant and interesting exercise for parents and pupils, byt 
an admirable physical; intellectual, and moral discipline, mt 


IV. . 


The Erection of a new School House.* Pr 


Having ina Report a few months since, (see Appendix At) spolcen‘op 
the inconveniences of the present school house in the 1st’ District/"itg 
ill-adaption for the purposes intended, and the sufferings to which! it 
subjects the pupils, we now take the liberty to bring before the'Board 
some views upon the proper location and construction of a school-house 


for that District. 
As the pupils 
greatly influenced by 


lection. ' 
It should be placed on firm ground, a little removed from the Street, 


So:as to escape its noise, dust, and danger ; and, at the same time to be 
easily accessible, to receive the coo! southern. breezes in summer. 
The lot should be large enough for two ample play grounds for the 
two sexes, and laid out with walks, grassy plots, and planted with trees, 
Tf the lotis not large enough for a play ground, the children must, 
resort to the street, and be exposed to the dangers of passing carriages, 
and the contamination of idle, neglected children, who frequent the 
streets, and male them the daily scene of contention, noise, and profani- 
ty. The building should be large enough to accommodate 250 or 300 
pupils. It might thus answer fora Primary as well as Grammar school. 
he basement, or a part of the second story, might be fitted up for a. 
Primary school. The whole of one floor should be. reserved for the 
male department. Such a building as is erected in the 2d District, is, , 
in many respects, well adapted fora school building, having-in the base- 
ment a Primary School for the youngest and least advanced pupils o 
both sexes, say to the number of 60, under the care of a female teach- 
er. On the first floor the male department large enough to accommo- 


> health, activity, taste, and moral character will be 
its location, much care should be used in the se. 


*For much information on this and kindred subjects swe refer to the “ School,and 
the Schoolmaster,” which should be in the hands of every teacher. oer 
4 Submitted to the Council but not printed. 1G ROUUOE 
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date 150—under the care of a male, assisted by a female tea 
the second story, the female department, superintended by one female 
if the number is not greater than 60 pupils. In this way 260 or 979 
pupils could be taught by one male aided by three female teachers, or 
300 with an additional female assistant. The expense of the four 
teachers would be $1,550, of which by the present law only $800 would 
be paid by the. city. 

Weare decidedly of opinion that the younger pupils should be sepa- 
rated from the elder, and form a Primary Department. The modes. of 
discipline and government for the youngjare, or should be, quite differ- 
ent from. those suitable for the more advanced. Action is the great 
characteristic of young children. Nothing can be more unnatural than 
to confine them for hours ina given position, only relieved by what is 
called a recitation at distant. intervals. . A primary school-room should 
be divested of every hindrance to health, and, by every possible means, 
rendered conducive to happiness. It should promote cheerfulness and 
freedom, and its walls hung with pictures, maps, and objects conducing 
to intellectual association and improvement. Its lessons should be-not 
so much from books as objects; pictures, exemplifying and illustrating 
Natural, History, Geography, or events of the past and.present, should 
be among its instruments and aids of instruction. Lessons and exer- 
Cises shou'd be short and simple—giving ideas,not cords only—and Strict- 
ly adapted to the existing powers of children. The school. exercises 
should be varied, and the attitude of children frequently changed. 
Motion, at short intervals, should: be one of the exercises. .The school 
should be controlled by management,rather than government. A mild, 
affectionate, parental treatment of individuals, should be substituted for 
general laws and penalties. Conscience, judgment, affection, sympathy, 
and not fear, should be employed, on all: occasions, as means of moral 
influence. {nstruction should be oral, and by conversation, rather than 
from books, though: these ought not, to.be wholly excluded... Simple 
exercises on the slate and black board, the elements of penmanship, 
drawing, spelling, reading, arithmetic, and music should alterdately 
occupy.the minds of the pupils. Much must be left to the teacher, 
who, with proper qualifications, will find ample materials for instruc- 
tion, and impart more knowledge and pleasure than can be ever derived 
from the usual routine of common books and formal tuition. , From 
what has ‘been said, it, will be seen that it is highly important. to sepa- 
rate the younger from the elder children, as well for their own improve- 
ment, as the good order of the school.* 

In regard to the arrangement of the school-rooms, they should be 
sufficiently large to allow every pupil to sit comfortably at his desk, to 
leave it without disturbing any one else, to see explanations in his les- 
sons, and to recite without being incommoded, or incommoding others, 
to'have well constructed desk seats with proper backs, and to breathe a 


wholesome atmosphere. 


*For many of the above suggestions we are indebted to Mr. Russel’s ‘Lecture. 
Vol. Ist. of American Institute Lectures. 
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other conveniences. If possible, there should be a room for the deposit 


of hats and cloaks, and conveniences for washing—also ne or two re. 
citation-rooms. For the purpose of a wholesome atmosp vant at least 
150 cubic feet of air should be allowed for every occupant. The room 
‘1 height at least. For the purposes of 
should be from 12 to 16 feet 1 g : f h 
ventilation, the windows should be made ‘to let pais rom the top) 
to protect the pupils from drafts of air. The space in front or rear of 
the desks should not be less than 7 or S feet. For particular direction 
as to light, warming, and ventilation, we beg leave to refer to the “Schoo} 
and Schoolmaster,” to which we are indebted for many of the above 
bUFiaving in a former report* spoken of the evils attended upon backless 
seats, we here take the liberty of recommending an improved chair, 
constructed with particular reference to durability, economy, conveni- 
ence, stillness, and especially the comfort and health of the pupil. It 
#e constructed with careful attention to the anatomy of the frame—so as 
to give that support to the back, and at the very parts where it most 
leeds it, and prevent spinal and other bodily injuries which are the com- 
$hon results upon the use of the usual school desks and ‘seats. The 
patentee is J. L. Mott, 264 Water street, New York: ‘It is highly re- 
commended by physicians and teachers, and has been widely introduced 
into the schools of New York and New England." pre 
“We cannot conclade this part of our report without expressing the 
hope, ‘that a new effort will be made to obtain a deed of the building 
how used, and immediate measures taken to erect a more convenient 
and healthy building in a better location... The desire that is felt'for a 
good school house in the Ist District, and a bill having been for some 
time before the Councils providing for the erection of additional buildings, 
must be our apology for the length of ‘this part of our report, and as’ a 
a good school house with proper appendages can be built for nearly the 
same cost as a poor one, and in the end is far more economical. idl 
sd Vv. si nl 
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*See Appendix. : 
+Submitted to the Councils but not printed. ovoda. si? to. (aam 104 
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tance of its introduction into schools, we shall only rey; 
recommendation we have heretofore given, that an Lonnie the 
made, so that regular instruction in this delightful branch be titada' be 
of the school exercises. For one hundred dollars to each school, one 
lessons of an hour each, can be given; thus affording to 700 ehildeere 
knowledge of the only art or accomplishment that many of them will 
ever possess, and affording the means of happiness to many an humble 
home, oftentimes tl:e abode of sickness, sorrow, bereayment, and poverty 

We renew and repeat our testimony to its happy influence both upon 
parents and pupils in the school of the Ist District, and the success 
of the experiment under the faithful direction of Mr. Hewitt. 


VI. 


General Remarks, suggested by the late examinations, upon Order, Spell. 
ing, Reading, Arithmetic, Geography, History, and Grammar. 


Ist, ORDER.—A portion of the Sub-Board having been present at the 
examinations of all the schools, we feel it to be our duty to make such 
remarks as the nature of our duties and the welfare of the schools re- 
quire. 

In commenting upon the studies of the schools, our design is not to 
censure, but to suggest considerations for future reflection and guidance. 
We are aware that in two of the districts, the exercises of the year 
commenced under many disadvantages. Newly erected, and receiving, 
without suitable accommodations, pupils of all ages, and many who, 
though old in years, yet found themselves, for the first time, within the 
walls of a school room ; the teachers had no enviable task in reducing to 
order the chaotic mass before them. We are aware, likewise, that the 
construction of the buildings in the other districts. and the number of 
pupils in all is so large, that strict discipline is with difficulty pursued, 
especially in buildings with seats and desks so badly constructed. 

Still, we would recommend to the teacliers in all the schools, to in- 
sist upon and require from their pupils more stillness, more order, and 
enforce stricter discipline. ‘I'he Trustees, we are sure, will sustain 
them in.all judicious and proper measures for the preservation of dis- 
cipline. To ensure this first and necessary requisite, without which a 
school is but another name for a mob, the Trustees feel bound by their 
responsibility to the city, as guardians of the schools, to require the ob- 
servance of good order and discipline from the present teachers, or 
those who may be their successors. A failure in this respect ought not 
to be overlooked. - ‘To the want of early discipline, and a reverence for 
law and order, must we impute many of: those scenes of tumult, riot, 
and bloodshed which have disgraced many parts of our land. 

2d. Spetyinc.—We could not but notice a deficiency in ‘correct 
spelling in. nearly all the schools. We would recommend that more 
particular attention be directed to this important branch, and frequent 
exercises, required’ in writing’ a given lesson from dictation, from the 
spelling book, or a portion of the reading books. Pupils often spell 
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i isiti ability to re * 
learn to read well is no small acquisition, and the ability ad well 


ighly prized. e ‘ 
ares eC cM all the schools much attention had evident! 
; mae - study, and the pupils generally recited in 
been given to this interesting $ ys lad treeive is teach 
a highly satisfactory manner. We were glad to pe 4 eachers 
made much use of the outline maps, which we regard as one of the 
most important aids in this branch of study. We hope the present de- 
ficiency in outline and other maps will soon be supplied in all our schools, 
5th. Hisrory.—In the short time that most of the pupils attend school 
but a limited knowledge can be obtained of this important branch. 
The text-books, as their very name implies, impart but a very general 
knowledge of the subject. Much must be left to the teacher, wele, by 
means of oral instruction, (in some respects, the most effective and 
most interesting,) the defects of the text can be supplied, much infor- 
mation conveyed of past and present events, and the lives of distip- 
guished individuals, the interest of the pupil aroused, and a taste for 
this kind of reading excited, to the exclusion of those vicious habits, 
created by a press teaming with cheap, worthless, and often vicious pub- 
lications: 
6th. Wririnc.—In our visits to the schools we were much gratified 
to see that much attention had been bestowed upon this important 
branch, and in all of them striking and manifest improvement exhibited, 
The books were kept with evident neatness and care. In several of 
the schools, in addition to the books, specimens were exhibited, partie- 
ularly in the 1st District, deserving much commendation for proficiency 
in Penmanship. 
7th. Gramwan—PNcuisn.—The classes in this study were small in 
the Ist, 2d, and 4th Schools. In the 3d District it is not taught’ The 
pupils in the other schools were well taught. The greatest and most 
thorough acquaintance with the subject was shown by a small class in 
the 4th’ District, under the charge of Mrs. Southworth, which did much 
credit to her thorough instruction, and as did her other classes. 
8th. AnitaMeric.—T his important branch deserves and receives great 
attention in all the schools. In the 3d school much facility and accura- 
cy was shown by a large number of the pupils in obtaining the answers 
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of numerous difficult questions, and evident care had been b 
their teacher in the instruction of this necessany branch o 
We recommend somewhat more attention to the first 
numbers, their notation and numeration, and that the pu 
accustomed to analyse and explain the steps 
the right answer is obtained. A Class in th 
First Lessons, were very thoroughly drilled in 
ed in that excellent book, and passed a strict 
very creditable to them and to their teacher. 
teachers of all the schools to devote considerable 
their pupils in ora/ arithmetic, believing it to be 
improving study—an admirable discipline, as well as the surest mode of 
aecustoming the minds of the young to habits of accuracy and investiga 
tion. We cannot insist too strongly on the importance of inculcating 
in the most thorough manner the /irs/ principles of the various studies, 
and in none is it more important than in arit metic. 

It is all very well to perform, as in the late examinations, “ practical 
questions,” and with facility. But how will it practically operate inat- 
ter life, if the principle which the rule involves is neither examined nor 
explained, nor its difficulties removed. Words without ideas are bar- 
ten. The judgment and the reason should be constantly exercised to 
discover their meaning and discover their relation. Though the phi- 
losophy of the mind is not indeed a distinct branch of instruction in our 
schools, yet no judicious teacher will overlook it, since it forms the ba- 
sis of all successful teaching in all the branches. It is of little use to 
a pupil to perform problems in compound numbers, if he is unacquainted 
with the first elements of arithmetic, notation, and numerations; nor to 
perform difficult sums in fractions and interest—if he cannot read his 
answers, distinguish dollars from cents, or explain the process by which 
he arrived at his conclusion. In seeing such instances of instruction, 
and witnessing the helping and lifiing process constantly needed, one 
cannot but be reminded, to use the illustration of another, of what the 
angel did to Ezekiel, when he took him by the hair of his head, and 
transported him, in an instant, from Judea to Babylon. When the as- 
tonished pupil is thus transported, though it be from addition to pro- 
" gression, he knows little of the process by which he may reach that 
point again, and his progression is but in a ratio descending. 
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Financial Statement of 1st District School for the year ending June 30th, 


1846. 
Balance to the credit of the District, June 30th, 
1845, on the Register’s books S-oriasd $26 824 
Placed to the credit of the school by the Register, 
October, 1845 - - - - 100 00 
Total $126, 825 


Paid Mr. Burroughs for repairs, - 
Offert - - - 
Foroche for services - 
Richardson - - 
Pettibone, for coal Cia 
Nevitt, for stoves, pipes, &c. &c. 
Harvey, for wood - - 
Paid for sundries - - - - 


Balance to the credit of school, June 30th, 1846, 
as per Register’s books = - - cs 


Bills paid since June 30th, 1846, and which were 
incurred previous to June 30th, 1846. 
For books and stationery - - - 
sundry small items - 
lumber for small shed - 
scavenger - ~ 


Deficiency in the appropriation - - - 
Deduct Burroughs’ bill incurred previous to June 
30th, °45, and paid after, and also itemsin Rich- 
ardson’s and Harvey’s - - - 
And the actual sum for books, repairs, fuel and 
contingencies for one year from June 30th, 1846, 
is = - - - - 
Add salaries of Assistant and Principal - - 
Actual expense 6f school one year ~ - - 
The Sub-Board deposited in Bank to the credit of 
the Corporation, from the sale of books and sta- 
tionery in the course of the year, - - 
Salary of Assistant Teacher, which isnot a charge 
upon the funds of the city, but is paid by the 
pupils - - = S S rs 


Leaving as the actual charge upon the School and 
General Fund for support of school - - 


#12 50 
1 97 
2 00 
9 00 
10 05 
18 00 
20 00 
4 83 
7g 35 
48 474 
59 15 
6 50 
10 61 
11 00 
Ga $87 26 
$165 61 
38 58)” 
21 50 
Tt 
$144 11 
1,050 00 
$1,194.11 
$51 $8 
250 00 
= $301 88 


$892 23 


It may be remarked, since the average daily attendance last year was 
one hundred and twenty-one, seven-tenths, that the expense to'the Cor-! 
poration for a year’s instruction for each pupil is $7 24, or counting all 
the pupils on the roll—being one hundred and eighty—the expense for 
each is only $4 90. The expense in private schools is from $12 to 


$125 for one pupil gnoually. 
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The Sub-Board have been thus particular in their statem 
that'a somewhat larger sum is necessary for books, lepeiviyer to show 
wood, coal, and contingencies than was appropriated Ines avenger, 
which was the same as when the school was but half as ee and 
having but one teacher. arge, and 

The Sub-Board recommend, that the Board of T a7 
to draw from the treasury the money they deposed oat oeie anthers 
they may hereafter deposit, arising from the sale of books and ata tie 
ery, in the same manner as they are by law permitted to do in relati 
to the tuition fees which they deposit. fet tg 


Principal Teacher - - 
Books, stationery, fuel, contingencies - - on io 
To,amount of deposit last year for books, and 

which the Sub-Board wish to be-authorised to 

withdraw, and to apply to the payment of bovk 

and stationery bills . - ol 88 ~ 


——— $951 88 


The estimates for the next year are for salary of 


The Sub-Board -make no estimates for the salary 
- of Assistant Teachers, presuming those are set- 
tled by the law of October, 1845, without fur- 
ther legislation. If the Sub Board are mistaken 
in this opinion, they recommend an addition to 
the above estimate for the salary of one Assis- 
tant Teacher - - - : : $250 00 


They also renew the recommendation, that one hundred dollars be 
appropriated for the purpose of giving instruction in Music, for the rea- 
sons set forth in the report on Music* by the Select Committee. 

One item, for which no allowance has ever been made, the scaven- 
ger’s services, always exceeds twenty dollars a year. 

In the city of Lowell, the population and valuation of which are 
nearly the same as those of Washington, the returns for this yearstate 
the total number of pupils to be in the Public Schools, 7,446, and the 
money appropriated for the support of schools, $26,000. 


This sum may seem a large one, bat when it is considered, in conse-_ 


quence of the excellent system which there prevails,the regular gradation 
of schools, their efficient discipline and high character,strict supervision, 


responsibility of the teachers, and the thorough education received in 


the public schools, from’ the first elements of reading, to a preparation 
for college and the counting room, or any avocation whatever, that the 


city is entirely relieved from the expense of supporting Private Schools, 


the sum is much smaller than is paid by our own citizens for the sup- 
port of some fifty or sixty private schools atan expense of not less than 
thirty or thirty-five thousand dollars, in addition to the expense of the 
Public Schools. ; $ 


*Submitted to the Board bat not printed. 
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with one exception, that no bills are paid with more promptness, cheer. 
isfacti hool bills,and that no sacrifices ay, 
fulness, and satisfaction than scho y avanstrocied AnHeae: 
deemed too great, so that their children be properly ea paps 
i 4 se 0 i e 
sures us that in his records, and those of his two Pa Selina In th 
school, through a space of more than fifteen years, the de ents do 
not average two a year; this, too, at one of the most expensive schools 
: ie f the many hundreq 
in the city. A fact so honorable to the parents 0 oh 
children who have there been educated deserves to be men i . We 
are assured by him likewise, that four private Sey t apie 
supported at an expense of not less than seven thousan pt : ou- 
sand dollars per annum, while they instruct less than two Le ted pu- 
pils; but we may add, to the satisfaction of their parents and guardians, 

In conclusion, we cannot but express our gratification in witnessing the 
examinations of the Public Schools; with the order, neatness, and dili- 
gence that characterise the Ist school; with the difficulties that have 
been overcome, and the evident improvement made in the 2d District 
School ; with the quietness that prevails in the 3d, and the thorough- 
ness exhibited in the 4th school. 

We commend the schools to the public encouragement, support and 
patronage. Let ample means be provided to afford to all the children 
of the city a sound public school education, improved by a course of 
good reading and parental instruction at home, in morality, virtue, and 
religion. Then, with the blessings of Providence, will they do honor 
to the city that bears the name of Washington, and grow up to be such 
men and women as we would wish, when we retire from the stage of 
life, to leave behind us, and entrust with the interests and destinies of 
the future. 

To the teachers, whose heads have ached, and whose nerves have 
been racked by their irksome labors, and whose liyes are almost {denti- 
fied with the name of patience, we say be not discouraged or disheart- 
ened. The profession in which you are engaged is a noble one, for it’ 
has to do with the formation of mind, the character, and soul—than 
which there is nothing higher or nobler on earth. Though it confer not 
wealth, it gives what is far better, the privilege of being useful and do- 
ing good ; though not brilliant nor leading to the dizzy heights of politi- 
cal power and short-lived distinction, it conducts to the sources of real 
power, well cultivated minds and hearts, and confers the heartfelt honor 
and affectionate respect of those who have been made wise and better 
by faithful instruction. Without noise or show you are engaged ip dif- 
fusing knowledge, in implanting broad, generous, and noble principles, — 
giving to the young high aspirations for excellence, inspiring a rever- 
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ence for truth, justice, goodness, and the laws of God , 

one of the great reforming and regenerating jun hunsenibaee ce is 
world is to be made better, and the reign of peace and abil cay a the 
ushered in. The children-around you will soon ‘al glory 


be men-and 
the fathers and mothers of the land. You are rearing those lore 


be the future patriots, scholars, teachers, and pastors of our count 

They are receiving upon their hearts and minds the impress of your infly. 
ence. Be faithful to your profession, and none shall leave brighter si : 
natures upon the record of honored and well-spent lives, and more per: 
perishable monuments in the living and immortal spirits, Wiese. you 


fo / shall raise from the darkness of ignorance and sin, ead be crowned with 


the light and liberty of the sons of God. 
Sub-Board of the Trustees of the First District. 


A.PP EN. DIX. 


A. 
I.—The Public School System. 

It is a mistaken idea, that only parents who have children to edu- 
cate are interested in the establishment of public schools. All classes 
of society have a deep and abiding interest in them. Every man 
whether he have a child to educate or not—every patriot, who desires 
the perpetuity of our free institutions—every philanthropBist, who has 
the interest of humanity at heart—every Christian, who is anxiously 
looking forward to the fulfilment of the promise of the reign of 
peace on earth and good will among men, must feel that, upon the 
mental and moral elevation of the young, these grand results mainly 
rest for support. 

In some countries of Europe, whose institutions are of less popular 
character than our own, it has been deemed the duty, as well as the 
sound policy of the State, to provide schools for the education of the 
whole people, and to cherish all the interests of education by making 
its superintendence a separate department of the Government. Much 
more important is it in this country that the interests of education be 
not neglected, since it follows, as a necessary consequence from the 
axioms of our Constitution, that every child within the limits of our 
broad country shall be educated, so as to understand its provisions and 
be prepared for the duties it demands. As the ancient lawgiver im- 
posed no penalty upon the commission of some crimes, whose atrocity 
was s0 enormous as to place them beyond the reach of conception, so 
no community can pursue the suicidal policy of neglecting the instruc- 
oer of those who are soon to take charge of its interests and direct its 

estiny. 

be tis true,” says Mr. Mann, “children may be denied the advant- 
ages of education for years, and no very alarming outbreak shall occur 


ra Ow 


24 


to rouse the publie: mind from its guilty slumber— 
ments of society may go on, without any shocks Silents 
human system, a disease may work at the vitals, and ain a fo the 
cendency there, before it manifests itself on the 

ishmens for such an offence will not be reraitied \ 
is postponed. It only awaits the full completion of the off nee oat 
this is a crime of sash maguitude that it requires years for the ex; for 
nal to perpetrate it and finish it off thoroughly in all jts arts, quis 
when the children pass from the condition of restraint to that of fr ut, 
dom, from years of enfureed Lut impatient servitude, to that indese®” 
dence, for which they have secretly pined, and to which they jpen- 
looked forward, not merely as the period of emancipation, but of lone 
delayed indulgence ; when they become sirong in the passions and pro. 
pensities that grow spontaneously, but are weak in the moral Powers 
that control them, and blind in “¥ intellect which foresees their ten, 
dencies; when, accordiug to the course of our political iDstitutions 
they go, by one bouad, from the political nothingness of a child to the 
political sovereignty of a man, then, for that people who have so ery, 
elly neglected and injured them, there will surely come a tremendous 
retribution.” 

By the theory ef our Government, all honor emanates from the 
ple—that immense aggregate which now numbers nearly 3,000,000 of 
voters. When we think and when we speak of them, it is usually as 
an immense mass, one collective body, and not as.so inany distinct in- 
dividual uaits,each man separate and independent, power ul to do good 
oF to do evil, and having others dependent upon and influenced by him 
in the Sphere, larger or smaller, in which he moves, How important 
i monstrated in all our elections, that 


iS it, then, and how fully is it de Ol ; 
€ach of these several unities, the dispensers of all political power, ought 
s enough to deposite an intelligent 
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vote. No one becomes so soon the instrument of the demagogue a; 
the man who has been imperfectly educated... With him, the merest 
rant, the most superficial declamation, will be more persuasive than 
the best arguments. If, as he is told, he is one of the sovereigns, of 
the land, why should he not receive a Sovereign’s education, and be 
prepared to discharge properly a sovereign’s duties. It has been as- 
certained that, of those taught to read, in more than half our States, 
five-sixths receive their whole education in the public schools. On the | 
character and efficiency of these schools depends the education of a 
large proportion of our citizens. Tmprove and elevate them, ange the 
same proportion do you raise the nation’s character and strengt @ ie 
institutions. _ Neglect these humble seminaries ; close the foom'g the 
school rooms, or only open them with niggard and sparing hap Lid 
to care for and foster these institutions—the propless Coles tira en 
agriculture will be neglected, the busy hum o mapa weh pushed, 
the flowing sails of commerce furled, and law and order sin t eneath 
confusion and anarchy. ae 
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Public schools ought at once to be placed upon ; 
basis. ‘This cannot be done as long ee SHERGIeNGLCa substantial 
apart for the children of the wealthy, and the public aehoaleees are set 
simply as the schools of the poor and the destitute. Little intend 
be felt in such schools, while the two classes are separatel sere can 
Many say they are unwilling their sons should sit on the Les pee 
or associate with the less genteelly clad sons and daughters on pte 
poorer fellow-citizens. ‘They fear their manners will be ae + il 
morals contaminated, forgetting that they cannot ured or their 


: p 73, always shi . 
children, like so many sensitive plants, from iutbyrer ‘ndlucneeae 


They forget that no man has become a hero surrounded only by luxu 
and lapped in effeminacy ; or a Christian, without meeting and o x 
coming temptation. Provided a child is under good moral inft cea 
at home, it is better that he should meet danger at the outset thus will 
virtue be strengthened and character best formed. The colle e pe 
rience of. all, and the observation of every man confirms its aq ‘Est 
those who yield soonest to danger, difficulty, or temptation, are mosil 
those who have never been taught to meet boldly and overcome dig 
influence of bad examples. Hardships, trials, and temptations to wrong- 
doing are always at hand; and the sooner the lesson of sel gexemnatent 
is learned the surer will be final success and triumph. - Many of our 
greatest and most virtuous men have been those whose lot it was tobe 
reared amidst the most unpropitious circumstances. 

. Parents too often forget that their sons, when they enter upon active 
life, must meet and encounter those from whom they would separate 
them ia boyhood, when the strongest attachments are formed, sympathy 
excited, and influences exerted, which never entirely lose their power. 
The children now slighted and contermned, will hereafter be emphati- 
cally the people, whose voice must and will be heard, and whose power 
felt in all the great questions that shall hereafter arise. 

They anticipate perhaps the time when their sons shall occupy sta- 
tions of official honor and trust, but will it contribute to their interest 
to bring them up and educate them apart from those to whom they 
must owe their elevation 4 

‘The children of the poor and the rich may be kept separate while 
they are young, but they will hereafter become partakers in all the evils 
which the vain attempt to separate them must infallibly produce. 

Let our public schools, then, be made our best, and let all encourage 
them. Let all our children start fairly together in the great career of 
life, and let all our citizens do what they can to encourage the great 
cause of public school education. There are none so high as not to 
need the influence of universal education as a safeguard, and none so 
low as to be beneath its uplifting power. : 

We believe the system, which commenced in January, 1845, is gain- 
ing favor with the people of the city. Itis to be hoped that a liberal 
spirit will be shown on the part ot the City Ceuncils, to second the ef- 
forts that are making to establish a permanent and beneficial school 
system. Active and earnest efforts of our public men, as well as citi- 
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flection will teach them, that it gl 
able enjoyment of their property, 
cation to many who otherwise Wo 
i nd crime. 
wthe citizens of Washington have shoe oom for th 
support of Public Schools, and it 3s econ beet jority Will no, 
i of taxation for this i , 
or. a . Ean increase pat, by our charter, suffrage j, 


t 
li for us to remember, tnat, ; 
i ersal s 
somewhat restricted, and also that the theory of universal suffrage, oy 
what is nearly equivalent, seems t 


he prevailing doctrine in this county ; 
and the time may be nearer than we suppose, when a present feeb M 
barriers will be thrown down, and the sums kept ‘5 erase raise for 
the support of public schools will be impose Sear sere bur. 
dens, by those who will then have the power in thei aH nds. Ig 
it not the dictate of prudence to do what we a A are a i8 too 
late, to prepare the hundreds who may soon sot ere igh functions 
of citizens, by a proper education, for ihe wise and judicious exercise of 
their power. ; 


In connection with this subject, we inquire of those who have been 
living longest among us, if they. do not witness, from year to year, 
greater recklessness and ‘dissipation in the habits of the young, more 
roiting, intemperance, midnight brawls, depredations upon public and 
private property, and jncendiarism ? If these things be so, is it not the 
natural result of permitting, as has been stated by our highest city author. 
ity, 4,000 children to be without school instruction ; the consequence of, 
expending $30,000 or $40,000 in educating 1,000 or 1,500 favored child: 
ren in private schools, and providing but four public schools, at an ex. 
pense of some $3,700 for more than thrice their number. No wonder 
that ignorance, jealousy, turbulence, and-crime inevitably result. 

So long as public schools are suffered to be inferior to private schools, 
must the prizes of life, the bright prospects of the future, the pathway 
to distinction, be within the reach of money and accidental circum- 
stances, and rendered almost unattainable by simple merit and: native 
talent» But when public schools are made equal or superior to private, 
then we go far towards exemplifying our republican theory—equal 
privileges and a fair start for the young of all classes. sac 

Such a sight, if rue patriotism were as much in vogue-as it is daily 
said tobe, would presenta more cheering sight to a truly republican 
citizen than the elevation of -a favorile candidate, or the most brilliant 
party triumph. i 


IL— The need of anew School House. 
We take this oceasion to bring before the General Board the impe- 


rious necessity that exists for a new school house in the First District. 
It is hoped that something may be done immediately towards erecting: 
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a New one, in a more: suitable: location, and: better ad 
present building for health, convenience, and instruction: >If a ti r 

be obtained to the lot.on which isisituated thes buildimeonew user. at 
school room, itis presumed that |little expense’ eed be incurred for 4 
new one, beyond the proceeds arising from its sale. Once used a vifte 
national stable, it still retains as well the “ odor of nationality,” de 
sensible properties denoting ‘its ‘original application, and deetns dow 
much better fitted for the rearing of horses than the ‘trainin and fda 
cation of children. It is much too small for the number opt ils * Tts 
internal construction is very inconvenient. The desks. and ge {00 
high and peel without backs, and so arranged as to compel many 
Rr Pe ete rae art - balancing themselves on narrow 
t t angling in the air, causing great uneasiness. 

increasing their restlessness; preventing a proper attention to their books, 
and having a direct tendency to produce deformity in’ the limbs’and dis: 
tortion in the joints. » We have heard frequent complaints’ of physical 
suffering from gentlemen who have visited the school, and been com- 
pelled to sit but a few:minutes on those seats of torture, with their feet 
touching the floor—a relief which many of the children have not, in 
consequence of the shortness of the lower limbs, that hang suspended, 
and act as a weight at the end of a lever... This position they are com- 
pelled to keep, not for a few hours only, but months and years, endur- 

ing physical suffering’ such as is unknowmin our prisons, laying up for 
future years those punishments: which natute ‘never fails’ to inflict for 
the violation of her laws;! The seats, too, in all our schools are withe 
out backs, and what do physiologists tell us are some of the conse- 
quences of this arrangement? ‘* The pupil endeavors, or is compelled, 
to sit erect on the narrow bench that forms his seat; but as no muscle 
can endure a very long-continued exertion without intervals of rest, the 
muscles on the back of the spine are soon exhausted and yield to the 
the painful effort. To sustain them; the pupil stoops forward, and the 
ligaments of the vertebig column are put upon the stretch. ‘The body 
then’ forms: an arch, and the chest becomes contracted. The lungs 
cannot freely perform their office, the-blood is not sufficiently oxygenat- 
ed, painful oppression and difficulty of breathing soon show the effect of 
this data cura position! To relieve this difficulty, the pupil tries to find 
relief by resting first upon’ one hip, and then upon the other. In these 
positions the muscles on one side of the spitie are nearly at rest, while 
those on the other side are put to extréme tension. The nature of the 
school exercises does not permiturepose equally and alternately, some 
Tequiring the left arm to rest Upon the desk, thus elevating ‘the left 
shoulder, and:depressing the right, or the reverse. In either case cur- 
vature of the spine necessarily follows, with the diseases which follow 
in its sad train.» The only way to avoid these evils is a knowledge of 
physical laws on -the:part of the teacher and parents, constant care: in 
the observance of them, together with the use of properly constructed 
seats and desks.” ‘abstr 2 


apted than the 
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in by other buildings—ag y 
i ‘tuated—hemmed 1n ( Ot 

ae Poe or if riper ventilation. The paninsbe: tie atmosphere 
be susceptible aa and the pupils are constantly br ae g air poison. 
a Pe heath and the matter that C aliiaetit ert Bs ' eae 
et mere ing to Davy an , two ate an 
able Dee ate aaa 7 Dr, Woodward, an_ individual respires 
scientific chemists, 6,500 cubic inches of air. Thus the ai; 


taminates in a minute } of alr 
a eee is soon rendered unsuitable for breathing, if fresh supplieg 
i not admitted, which, from the situation of the room, 1s very imper. 


fectly effected. 
Sufficient causes have been show 


ut the system in such a state, as t 


2 dee has been said, have we not an explanation of the fearfy] 


mortality that literally decimated, two summers eh ree months, 
the pupils who habitually attended schools. Does no ne y Tespon- 
sibility rest upon those who have the power to Peeves e recurrence 
of such mortality, by a removal of its probable causes ¢ 


n to produce diseases, or at least to 
o render it less capable of resisting 


III. 


Music. 


The introduction of music into the public schools of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, has been attended with much suc: 
cess, and is thought to have a tendency to advance the pupils in their 
other studies. ianrie 

It has been introduced into the school of the 1st District. While it is 
an accomplishment and a recreation, it promotes health, softens the 
disposition, and refines the character, and sheds a cheerful influence over 
all the school exercises. Though but few lessons have as yet been given, 
we are satisfied it will be a great improvement and prove an auxiliary 
in promoting and-advancing the success of the schools. The continuance 
of it, however, must depend upon the approval of the General Board and 
an appropriation by the City Councils. “The social and mcral influences 
of music,” says Mr. Mann, “far transcend in value, all its physical and 
intellectual advantages. It holds a natural relationship or affinity to 
peace, hope, affection, generosity, charity, devotion. There is alsoa 
natural repugnance between music and fear, envy, malevolence, mis: 
anthropy. He whose hard lot deprives him not only of the embellish- 
ments, but even of the common comforts of life; may regale himself 
with the unpurchased wealth of song. The pleasures of music attend 
their possession, not only in the hours of prosperity, but in those of sor- 
row. Music may be a companion in the Ione vigils of pain, or inthe 
deeper solitude of bereavement. It may support and console, when’ no 
other of the benignant family of the arts could give balm or anodyne to 
the wounded spirit.” ; fo ofl 

The preamble and resolutions appended to the ‘“ Report on Music,” 
by a select committee, consisting ot Messrs. Forcr, Mupp, Inexe, and 
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Axnor, and presented October, 1845, and unanimous] 
Board of Trustees at that ume, are here subjoined. sly adopted by the 


Wuereas, the practice of Vocal Music in schools has been found 
agreeable and easy means of cultivating habits of order, Preserving 
discipline, securing constant attendance on the part of the upils and 
affording them a pleasant recreation, and also promotes die health 
cheerfulness, and social feeling, softens and refines the char : 


F ; - ‘acter, cul- 
tivates generous and noble sentiments, improves the intellect by 
strengthening the memory, cultivating the taste, and training the’va- 


rious mental faculties ; and, whereas, the culture of music has a fa- 
vorable influence on public morals by counteracting boisterous and 
riotous passions, furnishing a cheerful and innocent amusement, pro- 
ducing harmony of feeling and action, cherishing all’ pure, generous, 


and patriotic emotions, imparting strength and fervor to the religious 


sentiment,and, forming as it does an important part of public worship, 
enables man to express his love, gratitude, and devotion to his Creator, 
who bestows the gift of musical perception, and in whose service 
above all it should be consecrated: therefore, 


Resolved, It is the opinion of this Board that it is highly expedient 
and necessary that Vocal Music be introduced at once into all the pub- 
lic schools. 

Resolved, That the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common Coun- 
cil be requested to make an appropriation to defray the expense ofiin- 
struction in this branch, to be expended under the direction of the Board 
of Trustees. 

Resolved, That the Mayor be requested to bring this subject to the 
notice of the City Councils in such a manner as he shall deem best 
suited to promote the object. 


B. 
Public School of the First District. 


The Annual Examination of-this school was held on Tuesday, 26th 
July. 

The following are the names of the pupils who, having uistinguish- 
ed themselves in their respective classes by assiduous application, ex- 
emplary deportment, or regular and punctual attendance, were awarded 
by the Trustees silver medals or premiums, or were honorably men- 
tioned. 


FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 


‘The First Honor was awarded to Miss F. L. Henshaw. 
~The Medal for Exemplary Deportment to Miss J. E. Bradley. 
The Medal for Punctual and Regular Attendance, to Miss Rose Con- 
noughton. c 
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Second Class. 


i _ A. Turton. 
The Medal to Sates a Galdahoroudin 


ium to M _ A, Grady. 
Ree a Mlisses J, Edwards, M, A. Kelly, ,B, A; Grady 


Third Class. 


The Medal was awarded to Miss * Fisher. 


i i hav 
Premium to Miss E. Hens 
fist becevalive INinses J, Beardsley, E. Godfrey 


Fourth Class. 


The Medal to Miss 8. A ear 
(ASE R: Soenecehione M. A. Visey, C. Graham, M. Frier, 
E. V. Sessford. PORE: 


The Medal to Miss J. Powell. 


ium to Miss M. A. Harrison. 5 : 
deaomeraneuorGtaays E. Miller, C. Schneider, E. Robbins. 


MALE DEPARTMENT. 


The Medal for uniformly Correct and Exemplary Deportment to G, 


C. Henning. ‘ i 5 ~ 
Medals for Proficiency in their several studies to J. Summers and J. 


F. Owens. 
Medal for Correct and Punctual Attendance to J. T. W. Ourand. 


Second Class. 


Medals, ex equo, W. Furguson, W. Brown. : 
Accesserunt—L. Denham, J. Melsin, J. Croggon, T. Williamson, J, 
Robbins, G.W. Gibson, R. Lehman, W. Goldsborough, D. Wiber. 


Third Class. 


The Medal to J. V. Grant. 
The Premium to S. Savage. 
Accesserunt—H. Davidson, G. Z. Collison, R. McCardle, J. T. W. 
Ourand. 
Fourth Class. 
The Mdeal to H. Croggon. 
The Premium to A. Luckett 


Accesserunt—A. Proctor, W. Dodd, S. Gi 
H. Proctor, C. Ourand. odd, S, Gill, G. Topham, T. Baker, 


Fifth Class. 
The Medal to C. Owens. 
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The Premium to C, Collison. 
Accesserunt—C. Pulaski, R. Luckett, J. Powell. 


Sixth Class, 
The Medal to J. Robert. 
The Premium to W. Banks. 
Accesserunt—J. Robert, T. Padgitt. 
The Medal for Punctual and Regular Attendance, J. T. W. Ourand. 


C. 


To the Sub-Board of Trustees of the Public School of the First District: 


GrntLemMeN: I respectfully submit, in accordance with the regula- 
tions, the following report of the condition of the Public School of the 
First School District, for and during the month of July, and the sub- 
ioe Statistics of the school for the scholastic year ending July 21st, 

The whole number of pupils now belonging to the school is 180. 
Of this number, 126 are boys, 54 girls. The average attendance of the 
month has been 130. For the names of those pupils “ who have been 
punctually present, every school-day during the month, and also of 
those who have distinguished themselves by good conduct, and im- 
provement,” I beg leave to1efer to my report for the last month, having 
neither omissions or additions to make to that report. 


The total number of pupils upon the Register of the School, on 


the 31st July, 1845, was 3 e + a 167 
The whole number of pupils received into the school during the 
year ending on the 3ist July, 1846, is ; 7 3 96 


Total number upon the Register during the year + bo 263 
The whole number withdrawn from school during the yearis . 83 


Leaving upon the Register of the School, July 31st, 1846 - 180 
Of this:number, (180) as above stated, 126 are boys and 54 girls 180 
The avarage daily attendance during the year has been 121 7-10 
Sixty-six boys and 25 girls have been members of the school du- 


Ting the whole year, total ~ . i 3 - 91 

For regularity vf attendance, in the Female Department of the 
school, Rosa Connaughton, (not yet seven years old,) stands conspicu- 
ous. This little girl has come to school unattended (her home is south 
of Pennsylvania avenue, three squares distant from the school) Byes 
the most inclement days of the last winter, and has never lost a da 
upon, account of the weather, nor from any other cause, it 1s neues A 
but sickness. Jane Bradley, Lucy Goldsborough, Margaret Mockbee, 
Sarah Fisher, Mary Fisher, Eliza Turton, and Euphemia Baxter* merit 


*To these the Sub-Board add the name of Frances E. Henshaw- 


ot 
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rder in which their names are m Gr 
io ealat he Male Department of the 


attendance. In t 
ar d, James Owens, James 


, Chapman Ouran heer 7 
h Ourand Henry Croggon, as most distinguished 


approba 

unctual and regul 

School, I name Josep 

pee ee Osi any a 

or punctual and regular attendance 
mie Meaisiant freacher’ in charge of the Female DOPE a of the 

School, present, the names of Margaret Crumm, Jae 3 A ley, and 

Eliza Turton, 48 deserving the highest commen ayer Ds ot ity and 

amiability of disposition and deportment. George C, Henning ‘as he 

tor two years past the bright examplar of the Male Department of the 
school, and this is so generally conceded by his school So eat h that 
he will incur no envy by this honorable mention of him ; but further to 
proceed with the specifications, might be (1 am accustomed to read my 
monthly reports to the school) to provoke envy 32 many minds—would 
certainly be difficult, for there are so many of nearly equal merit, that 

[should not know where to begin, and would as certainly be very dif- 

fuse ; for beginning I should not know where to stop, I have received 

proofs of kindness and affection from so many. 

Twenty-seven of the whole number (180) of pupils are learning the 
alphabet; those make the Sixth Class, and are learning, too, to 
make letters and figures on slates J F PIBy 

The Fifth Class numbers thirty-six ; these are combining letters in 
monosyllables, reading and spelling in “‘ Kay’s No. 2,” and in 
« Burhan’s Speller;” and are using ‘“ Emerson’s Ist Part” in 
numeration and addition, and making figures and letters upon 
slates . 5 3 : ? Ly : 

The Fourth Class numbers thirty-six ; and are reading, spelling, 

~ and writing, and in arithmetic are using ‘Davis’ First Lessons” 36 

The Third Class numbers forty-two; these are studying history 
‘and geography, in addition to all the exercises of the Fourth 


Class 2 - 3 é , . ‘ . 42 
‘The Second Class numbers thirty-one ; these are studying history 

geography, reading, writing, and arithmetic, and four are study- 

ing Smith’s grammar 2 : 5 é 5 31 
The First Class numbers eight; these are studying English gram: 

iar, history, geography, reading, writing, and arithmetic 8 
Total number of pupils belonging to the school. : . 180 


The whole number of pupils on the pay list is fifty-two, but several 


of these are in arrears, and do not pay regularly. 
The total amount of receipts for tuition from June 30th, 1845 


to July 31st, 1846, is : *, 
The whole amount of receipts for b : ] { oe es 
Lee Se TOI i ip ake a from pate 30th, 1845, Bo ie 
265 67 


A : ‘ aS ; 
part of this sum was for tuition accruing previous to June 30th. Some arrears 


will increase the above amount 


Oe Se SE 
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Bighteen distinct recitations before the hour 
aferrate heard or performed in the Male Departmen yeand twelve 
and twelve before the hour of recess, and and eight after, in the school; 
Department. ; a EB € Female 

If the Board will pardon me, I would with great deference sue 
propriety of introducing into the school some elementary WOH fies 
to the capacity of children, upon Natural Philosophy. Ihave often’ felt 
a desire arise in my mind to extend the sphere of instruction in the 
school, especially to embrace Navigation by Inspection in the Male D ; 
partment; but a just regard for the interesis and welfare of those etre 
only means of acquiring even the simplest rudiments of an dled tion 
are the Public Schools precludes the idea, until the Councils shall 363 
vide the means to enable the Board of Trustees to place an additio al 
Assistant leacher in the school. Pe 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 


ad ont J. L. HENSHAW, 
Principal Teacher of the School of First District. 


Repor7 oF THE Sus-BoarpD or THE Scnoon or THE SEcond ScHoon 
Districr. 


A majority of the Trustees of the Second District were appointed in 
January last, when they found the school in charge of Dr. T. Watkins, 
as principal, and Mr. and Mrs. Randolph as assistants, all of whom 
they found (in frequent visits to the school) to be attentive to the 
pupils, and faithful in the discharge of their duties. 

Difficult as it must be to establish anything like order in these 
schools, made of the materials which compose them in part, great im- 
provement has been made in the discipline and conduct of many of the 
pupils, though much remains yet to be done in this respect. Only one 
pupil has been expelled fr misconduct puring the past year. 

The school house of this district is too small for the purposes for 
which it was intended ; a dozen or more applicants are refused admis- 
sion every week, a difficulty which might be obviated by finishing the 
basement story. . 

‘The number of pupils in this school at present is 246; to do any- 
thing like justice to whom, the trustees found it necessary to employ a 
third assistant teacher, with a promise of $250 per annum for her pay ; 
she has, however, received nothing for her services, but il is presumed 
the Councils will not object to pay her for her past and future services, 
so absolutely necessary to the school’s existetice, as it is expected the 
pay pupils will themselves provide the means of meeting ‘the appro- 

riation. 
: Our school house was badly built, and now requires continual re- 
pair; the furniture, too, was miserably made, is always out of order, 
and must frequently be mended. It would be great economy to pur- 
5 B 
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: il in time. : ern a 

for. want of ‘a nail in 235 "abril to October ig atic 
hou!d be open from Ap 

che tare Eddie From eight fo. lwer® on Saturdays, The 

An i i lished. 
August vacation should be entirely aboli sigi2 Rh sol the Woulkig 


1 1 Gerais ta 
Atall the private and Pane eee ne pupils unaitis hoped. tide 
saw marked improvements Jn many be more satisfactory to its friends, 


», 4 sy a 4 i 
apothiermean atin oon pupils fot the year petne oe fuer 
eo een, Nout apne sao fet be erie of theaa 
cess of the new system of admitting pay pup! 8, Lo Cariore HGH ao 
the assistants. Some of the Board thiok aa : sae cueiit pad 
its present means, ought not to venture beyon fee Greats oF a 
of such ch Idren as are not able- to pay- The Jauda ae : i 
cating the masses should not be attempted se hale ete 
well arranged organization. We have, indeed, oe te ay ie tto 
receive pupils who pay to the prejudice of those w 2 anne ° Res. 

We respectfully add the following appropriation for the year ending 


June 30th, 1847. 


Principal . . ‘ 5 4 ; ; iy no 
Three Assistants . — és e 5 ; : : 
Fuel 5 - ‘i ‘ 5 ; ; 60. 00 
Books and Stationery : Ae anit; pet: 5 140 00 
Planting trees, grading and gravelling, repairs to house 
and premises, including white washing and cleaning 
of privies, and other incidental expenses é : 250 00 
$2,009 00 


For the Sub-Board, 
J. F. CALLAN. 


Public School of the Second Disirict. its 
List of pupils to whom silver medals were awarded. To this list is 
added the names of those, also, who have deserved premiums, as well 
as.of those who merit the distinction of public notice, as approaching 
the proficiency of the rewarded. 
Ebenezer Lord, of the ist class, extra Silver Medal for uniform good 
conduct, obedience, and punctuality. 


First Class. 


~The Medal to James E. Tewell. 
The Premium to George A. Bassett. 
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Accesserunt—Jobo T, Hoover, William H 
George W. T. Cooley, William A. Bait, 1 TO% tS, Joseph King, 


Second Class, 
The Medal to James Lewis. 
The Premium to Edward Caton. 


Accesserunt—Cortielius A! J. Leitch, § fi ili 
Charlee. Stanford; Williant: Metcalk 7 slo ae eee 


» Third. Class: 
The Medal to Edgar Wade. 
The Premium to-N. L. Clokey. < 
Accesserunt—William Wilson, Morgan English, John McElwee 


George T. Gorman, 8. Gilman Kirby, Willi 
Galt, James Larcombe, George Nous Meets Mat 


Fourth Class. 
The Medal to Henry H. Parker. 
The Premium to Josiah M. Baird. 
Accesserunt—Henry Kleiber, George Rose, William Corbit. 


Fifth Class. 


The Medal to William King. 

The Premium to Dennis E. Gallagher. 

Accesserunt—Arthur Marr, William Lambert, Philip Mohun, James 
Fenton, Alphonso Donn. 


Sixth Class. 
The Medal to Joseph McCarty. 
- The Premium to Alexander M. Flowers. 
Accesserunt—Patrick Delany, William Rearden, William Grammer, 
Thomas L. Burch, Thomas Maclellan, William Biron, Thomas Byrne, 
Absalom Kirby, Andrew Biron. 


FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 


; Charlotte Williamson, ‘of the 1st class, the extra Silver Medal for 
excellence of deportment, as well as proficiency in her studies. 


First Class. 


The Medal to Catherine Robinson. 

The Premium to Julia Coleman. : 4 
~ Kecesserunt—— Virginia Williamson, Louisa Waybower, Sophia 
~ Wright. 

i Second Class: 
The Silver Medal to Mary Jane Lewis. 
The Premium to Margaret Jane Moore. 
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; Accesserunt—Eliza Titus Ward, James Innes Randolph, William H. 
she Third Class. 


The Medal to Hen et % 
ium to Elizabeth Owens. 3} 
Reece ntesang Sophia Hoover, Sarah Williamson, Sarah Moore, 


: H. Sherwood. 
ene Fourth Class. 


The Medal to Frances E. Hoover. 
The Premium to Emily Robinson. 
Accesserunt—Jane E. Williams, Amelia Stanley. 


Fifth Class. 


The Medal to Sarah Lewis. 


The Premium to Victoria Hill. ; : 
Accesserunt—Sarah Catherine Forrest, Ann Maria Worden, Sophia 


Edmonston, Joseph B. Towers, James E. Towers, James Marr. 


Sixth Class. 


The Medal to Edward Napoleon Lewis. 

The Premium to Granville Harford. 

Accesserunt—John Wagner, Samuel Forrest, Columbus Thorn, 
George Hibbs, Samuel Crowley. 

Those who have never missed a roil call, are Frederick Grammer, 
William Grammer, William King, William Lambert, Joseph McCarty, 
John McElwee, and Charles E. Staniord. 


Very respectfully, 
ek iT. WATKINS, 


Principal Second District School. 


Report oF THE Sus-BoaRD oF THE ScHooL oF THE T'HIRD ScHoo4, 
District. 


The Sub-Board of Trustees of the Third District, report : 

That the Public School, under their immediate superintendence, has 
exhibited, during the past year, its usual efficiency and usefulness. 
One hundred and sixty-four children have been admitted during that 
period. Of that number, forty-seven have been withdrawn by their 
parents or guardians, or been dismissed, leaving now on she school list 
the ‘names-of one hundred and seventeen children, of whom twenty- 
seven are females and ninety males. Of these, eleven only are pay, 
scholars. The teacher, Mr. Hugh McCormick, is a gentleman of 
long experience and great competency as‘an instructor in the elemen- 
tary branches of education. The pupils respect and obey him, and de- 
Tive great benefit from the system he pursues and the’ discipline he 


One a 


e Se admit, more than the number 
tioned above. It will be seen that a ] 


i D arge majority of the scholars ar 
such as are admitted without pay, and thi 


andred and seventeen pupils, a 
onsibility, but one which is ney- 
Board have had the opportunity 
The school room is necessarily 


task of no ordinary magnitude and Tesp 
ertheless performed, as far as the Sub- 
of judging, with ability and success, 
much crowded, because the Sub-Board, with a view to diffuse: the hap- 
piness of instruction as widely possible, 


I have felt it their duty to admit 
as many children as could be conveniently accommodated within its 
walls, 


The pupils of this school have generally conducted themselves, du- 


ring the past year, with propriety and decorum, and many have made 
considerable advances in their respective studies. 


The Sub-Board would remark, io conclusion, that the school house 
in this district, being very old, and ina somewhat delapidated condition; 
is in want of repairs, and would therefore respectfully recommend that 
an application be made to the City Councils for an appropriation of 
$100 for that purpose. , 

GEO. WATTERSTON, 
N. C. TOWLE, 
Sub-Board of Trustees of the Third School District. 


Public School of the Third District. 
Thomas Goldsmith, Medal for uniform good conduct, obedience, and 
punctuality; first honor of Male Department. ‘ 
Sarah Wilkinson, Medal for uniform good conduct, obedience, and 
punctuality; first honor of Female Department. 


; First Class. 
The. Medal to Beeabiin Ober ss ia 
Premium, to Thomas Goldsmith. j 
epee ants renee Howe, Daniel. Cronin, Mary Ecton, Sarah 
Coe, Second Class. 
The Medal to ‘William: Lowe: 
‘The Premium to Daniel Jarboe.  ~ 
** Accesserunt—James Buckley, Jane Lusby, Thomas Howe. 
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Third Class. 


The Medal to John Mortis. 
The Premium to Samuel Bradley. 
Accesserunt—Isabella Ecton, Sarah Johnson. 


Fourth Class. 


The Medal to P. Cronin. 
The Premium to William Ecton. 


Accessit—George Conner. 
Fifth Class. 


The Medal to James Gordon. 3 
~ The Premium to Joanna Peake. 
Accessit— William Meyers. 


Sixth Class. 


The Medal to C. Erb. 
The Premium to Mifflin Piles. 
Accessit—Oliver Goldsmith. 


Report of THE Sus-BoarD oF THE ScHoon of THE Fourr Scxoor 
District. 


To the Board of Trustees of Public Schools : 

The undersigned, for the Sub-Board of the Fourth Public School, re- 
spectfully submits this brief statement of the affairs of the school since 
the recommencement of studies on the ist of September last, till its 
close on the 30th July. 

The whole number of children who have received instruction in this 
school within the year, appears, by the last monthly report, to be 243, 
Of this number 166 have been classed as paying pupils; and 77 admitted 
free ; 11 were under six years of age and 8 over sixteen years, 

The number of pupils on the roll and considered ‘as attending 
pupils, with the exception of the last two months, appears to range 
from about 130 to 160. Of this nutnber the females appear to consti- 
tute about one-third. 

For the ]ast two months there appears a considerable diminution in the 
number of pupils, which is attributed to the prevalence of the mumps 
in this district; and to the fact that a considerable number of the eldest 
boys were employed at the United States Arsenal in making. cartridges, 
The usual number will probably reappear at the opening of the school 
for the ensuing term. Theamount of money received by this Sub-Board 
for tuition for the past year, and including the month of July, 1845, is 
$318 04, which amount has been paid over and deposited in bank, as 
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required by law. From which Mrs. & S 

teacher, has received as compensation bal Southworth, assistant 
And Mr. George Custis, temporary assistant j ah ah 
Leaving in bank of that fund 7 ’ Ph 


28 86 


$318 04 


There has been received within the ti 
furnished the pupils 7 ; Beane ply for books ne 
Of which there has been deposited in bank ae Rag 
the School Fund : 3 ank, to the credit of yer 


Leaving a balance of the amount received . 1275 


Of which there was paid for blank book 7 b 1 25 
Paid for map-of the’United States, for the use of the school 2 00 


for subscription to and postage on the Rhode Island In- 
stitute of Instruction . 


to Dennis: McCurdy, for a set of his Mathematical 
Charts, ordered by the Board. 7 00 
Balance in hand j : 7 92 
$12 75 


The moneys appropriated by the act approved October 1, 1845, for 
the support of this school have all been applied to their designated 
purposes. That which was drawn by this Sub-Board was: 

For book case, chairs, water vessels, &c. 


And for other purposes ‘ ao fe 
$51 67 
Of which there was paid to J. I’. Burch for book case . $15 00 
Paid to George Savage, for clock, bell, water vessels, &c. . 16 62 
to Walter Warder, for balance due on wood. é 1 50 
for sawing and putting away wood “ " + 5 00 
for cleaning out smoke flue Desert . é 1 00 
to William Noell, for window screens . 2 = 4 00 
to John W. Martin, for two door scrapers : é 75 
to Michael Brown, for whitewashing —. . 4 1 00 

to George W. Henning, carpenter, and for lumber and 
_ -» nails, in making sundry repairs, &c. . ¢ e 5 65 

* “to J. H. Wilson, for labor and materials in the construc- 
tion of.a sett of window shutters. é - 475 
. - to scavenger’s charge, 5 00; yer for candles, 75 7 5 75 
»5 for repairs to lock, 75 cents; for shade trees, 2 00 fs 275 


Exceeding the amount drawn $12 10. 
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iti i is due to Woodward & 
In addition to! this amount of $12 10, there is to. y 
King $7 91, being a balance exceeding the appropriation for stoves ; 


and the book and, stationery account appears to exceed the amouy 
which taken together, show a. defici- 


appropriated by $16 00; } ; 
iene ness of nditure beyond the appro~ 
ency of $36 01. This small excess of expe oerare. vo CauneS whieh 


jatiun bas been of unavoidable necessily, and © cau | 
Pict f We have included it 10 the esti. 


ave shall not be liable to in future. S ) 
mate for the amount necessary t0 be appropriated for this school for 
the ensuing year, and $30 for shade trees. ‘This 1s @ provision so ob- 
viously needed, that it can scarcely be necessary to use argument in its 
favor. There is also included in the estimate $22, which as bet due 
to Mr. William Wise, for grading and gravelling 10 front ey 4 ne 
house, and footways on each side, trom the front to the back of the lot, 
and fixing two scrapers. : 
This item is for. work done by authority, 


vided for in the appropriation for the finis : 
house, approved May 20th, 1846, put it appears that Mr. Wise ne- 
I time, and thus he has not been paid. 


glected to present his account in : 
It is deemed to be the duty of this Sub-Board to recommend the im- 
mediate procurement of shutters for the windows of the-school house, 
The furniture and contents of the house are not only very unsafe, but 
the glass which has been broken by mischievous persons 10 the recess 
of the school, renders it of absolute necessity. The one window front- 


ing the street was so frequently broken in the early part of the year, 


by the throwing of stones from the street, that the undersigned felt 
compelled to have shutters provided. Since then the mischiefhas been 
directed against the side windows. 

Although the cost of fuel laid in last fall exceeded the appropriation, 
it will not be necessary to increase the amount for that purpose, as we 
have considerable wood left, and shall not, therefore, be required to lay 
in so much as heretofore. The following statement is therefore re- 
spectfully submitted, as showing the amount necessary to be provided 
by the Council, for the support of this school for the ensuing year, and 
for the special objects above explained: 


and ought to have been pro- 
hing work of the school 


For the salary of the principal teacher $800 00 
books and stationery : ' : . . 60 00 
fuel 5 5 5 . “ 20 00 
whitewashing, scavenger’s bill, and other incidental ex- 

penses. 30 00 


To meet deficiencies in the last appropriatio ‘ati 
f St appropriation for statione’ 
$16, for stoves and fixtures $7 91, and that of incidental rf 
penses $12 10 A : : . ‘ 36 10 


Er shade trees . : . 30 00 
To pay an account due Mr. Wi ing : ing 
about the school house i Peni Spee ane ats 22 00 


To provide window shutters for six windows : - 80 00 


1,018 O01 


Me 


Al 


¥n addition to which, it will be necessary to add the salaries 
of probably two assistant teachers (with such provisions as 
may be deemed proper by the Council) , rtede 


* 500 09 


ie 
$1,518 01 
. — 
The salaries of Assistant ‘Teachers though apparently magnifying the 
amount of appropriation for the support of the school, is of course, under 
the existing law, to-be provided for by money 


) S received for tuition. 
The principal and assistant teachers have 


: : C e assiduously devoted them- 
‘selves to the duties of their vocation, and, it is believed, with a success 


creditable to their professional reputation. ‘The school register exhibits 
two hundred and eighteen to be the number of days actually employed 
in school exercise. The hours of study, it is believed, have been in ac- 
cordance with the rules of the Board 


The present extent of our school vacation is a subject which is 
thought by many parents and guardians entitled to serious considera- 
tion. Public opinion, so far as indicated in this district, seems to be in 
favor of more school days and fewer holidays. It is certainly an im- 
pedi subject, and especially in regard to the moral discipline of the 

upils. 

‘ it a former report from this Sub-Board 
separate school room for the female department was urged upon the 
consideration of the Board. This seems to be a suitable occasion for 
repeating the suggestion ; such an improvement would not only tend to 
advance the success of female instruction, but would render the ac-_ 
ccommodation for the males more ample, by affording space and conve- 
niences for another assistant teacher, which there can be no rea 
doubt will be required. It is believed that the sum of $400 would be 
sufficient for the erection and furnishing an additional apartment for 
the females, sufficient for forty-five or fifty in number, and also a room 
for the classes of the male department to recite their lessons, &c., 
which would be much needed if an assistant teacher should be em- 

loyed. The female department of this school is well entitled to the 
Finest sympathies of the Trustees, and the most favorable considera- 
i the Council. 
aE ois in its but yet infant stage, the strongest demonstrat 
of the wisdom and expediency of that provision of the sc col am ee 
quiring a small tuition fee from such as are able to contribute it. 
has been by that means ih be tear ee iP “ eine 

timable lady who has had charge of the , ani 

eer imenicce heen crowned with most PRRAWOUNY sucresss if 
the advancement of her pupils in morals and spefuca tonal ans at aCNORS 

With the additional room above proposed, ue proee hon a 
then be ample and convenient for the apcomme ann ie teehee 
and twenty-five males ae fifty females, whic 

readily command. q == oni Tor 
es heen deemed expedient, in advance of any — sat ced ih oft ie 
such an object, to cause about thirty shade trees to be p 


6 


, the necessity of providing a 


sonable. 


z 
f 


ae, The Medal to Daniel O’Brien. 


- Fourth Class. 
= The Medal to Thomas Lyttleton. 
—_ 
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and around the school house. Although the situation of this-school ig 
in a high degree favourable, and the ground attached most ample, yet 
with its high enclosures, the naked and barren appearance of its sur. 
face, gave to it rather a dreary appearance. The trees, though not suf- 
ficient in number, are in a fine state of growth, and will soon contribute 
much to ornament the premises, and to shelter the children from the 
oppressive heat and searching rays of the summer’s sun. 

A great inconvenience is experienced at this school, for the want of 
drinking water more_convenient; having as yet to procure it from a 
pone at several hundred yards distance. There ought, certainly, to 


ea pum ar ible t ublic school. 
pump as near as possible to every p Oo ODD; Trustee 


ee Public School of the Fourth District. 

William Hercus, Medal for good conduct, general improvement, and. 
promptitude. 

First Class. 

The Medal to H. W. Burroughs. 3 

The Premium to Jeremiah O’Leary. 

S Second Class. 
_ TheMedal to Joseph Pearson. 

The Premium to William Henning. 


Third Class. 


Fifth Class. 
The Medal to George Pearson. 
The Premium to Catesby Burroughs. 
Accessit—Hamilton Gray. 
Sixth Class. 
The Medal to Thomas Mockabee. 
The Premium to Daniel Mockabee. . oa 
FEMALE DEPARTMENT. . - tor 
Ellen Josephine Nye, Medal for best improvement, industry, and at- 
tention. Y j 1) ke 
First Class. 
The Medal to Virginia Fenwick. 
Second Class. 
The Medal to Mary Creamer. 
The Premium to Alcuszera Barnhouse. 


Third Class. 
The Premium to Emily Ford. 


Fourth Class. 
The Premium to Louisa Westerfield. 
The Premium to Mary Francis Nye. 


- 


. and he shall publish semi-annually, 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS FoR THE Gov 
SUB-BOARDS AND TEACHERS ene OF TRE 


—— 


y observe the hours appointed for 


ols, and during school hours shall 
public service. 


i : 
Teacher shall hold priority of rank, and his direcaes sctoob the male 


i and his directi hall 
by the other Teachers in the business of the Seliook. Necker ee 


Hvis and dismissing the Scho 
faithfull 


3. Every Principal Teacher shall keep a req} i A 
which he shall record the names, aces, dates dhaduitan atin of 
residence, of all his pupils. In addition to the register, class bills shall 
be kept, in which shall be noted the absence of the pupils, and such 
notes of their class exercises as may exhibit a view of their advance- 
ment and standing. . ‘ 

4. The Principals shall make to the Secretary of the Board of Trus- 
tees monthly returns of the number of pupils then actually belonging to 
their Schools, and the average number during the month, the names of. 
such pupils as have been punctually present every day through the month, 
and also of those who have distinguished themselves by good conduct 
or improvement. These returns shall be kept on file by the Secretary ; 

in at least one newspaper, the 
names of those pupils most distinguished for punctuality, good conduct, 
or progress in their studies, not exceeding five in each class, 

5. ‘The Teachers shall practice such discipline in their Schools as 
would be exercised by a kind, judicious parent in his family, and shall 
avoid corporeal punishment in all cases where, in their judgment, good 
order can be preserved by milder measures; and take especial care that 
the pupil always appear in school with proper neatness and. cleanliness. 

6. For violent or pointed opposition to his-authority, in any particu- 
lar instance, the Principal Teacher may exclude a pupil from School for 
the time being, and thereupon shall inform the parent or guardian of 
the measure, and shall apply to the Sub-board for advice and direction. 

‘7. When the example of any pupil is very injurious, (and in all cases 
where reformation appears hopeless,) it shall be the duty of the Teacher, 
with the approbation of the Sub-board, to suspend or expel such pupil 
from the School. But any child under this public censure, who shall 
express to the Teacher his regret for his folly or indiscretion, as openly 
and explicitly as the nature of the case may require, and shall have 
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mendment, shall, with the previous consent of said 
d to all the privileges of the School. The 


given evidence of a 
ll such in his monthly report required by the 


Sub-board, be reinstate 
Peacher shall include a 


Roatan | shall be admitted to the privileges of one School who 


a Ngee i { suspension 
has been expelled from auother, or while under sentence of susp 3 


unless by a vote of the Board of Trustees. = 

9. To promote the well being of their pupils, it shall be CETL 
the Teachers, as far as practicable, to exercise a general Hayate de et 
them, as well out of school as within its walls; and, on all sul 


i inci ( irtue. 
i leate upon them the principles of truth and vi 
Ciaonatiledpeatotaiticn Upthieir official duty, or when 


10: In cases of difficulty in the discharge of the 
any temporary Sefeneiies in their favor is desired, the Teachers shall 


i i i d directiun. 
apply to their respective Sub-Boards for SES enall ee ealiljeteke 


: heaith of their pupils, 
ota selene ae ventilation and temperature 


Teachers to give vigilant attention to t 1 
of the Sctiool woceie nor shall any pupil be admitted to any of the 
Schools without having been properly vaccinated. 

12, To preserve uniformity in the several Schools, the class books 
shall be such only as shall be authorized by the Board of Trustees 

13. The Schools shall be kept open, from April to October, seven 
hours, including a recess or recesses not exceeding an hour in all; and 
from October to April, six hours, with a recess or recesses not exceeding 
half an hour. No School need be kept on Saturdays. A vacation of 
four weeks only shall be given in the month of August. The first of 
January, Christmas day, and the Fourth of July, shall be the only holi- 
days. 

14. No pupil shall be allowed todepart before the appointed hour for 

leaving School, except in case of sickness or pressing emergency, and. 
the Leacher’s consent must be first obtained. 

15. It is recommended to the Sub-boards to examine the classes in 
their respective Schools at least once each quarter of the year; and 
visit them not less than once a month, without giving previous notice 
to the Teacher. The results of such examinations and visits, together’ 
with any occurrence affecting the standing or usefulness of the Schools, 
are to be embodied in the journal of the respective Sub-boards. 

16. The Sub-board shall give their advice to the Teacher on any 
emergency, and take cognizance of any difficulty which may have oc- 
curred between the Teachers and parents of the pupils, or between the 
Teachers themselves, relative to the government or instruction of the 
School. An appeal, however, to the whole Board is net hereby denied 
to any citizen or Teacher. 

17. All the official acts of the Sub-board shall be done in meetings of 
the same duly notified by their chairman, and shall, in every instance, 
be expressive of the sense of a majority of any such Sub-board ; and 
when reported to the Board shall be submitted in writing. Previous to 
the annual election of Teachers, it is recommended to the Sub-boards 
to examine, critically, the pupils in allthe branches taught in their 
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respective Schools, and to report them to the Board 
also, in relation to the discipline of the Schools, so 
ment ae on that boat may be judicious, 
18. recitations of classes shall be heard by th 
at al dated bead cases of absolute Mest odo only, and 
. Tardiness beyond fifteen minutes shall be considered a violati 
of School hours, and shall subject the delinquent t eaiia 
nature of the coaaiake require. a eae 
20. Each School may be divided into six classes, with such sub divi 
sions as the Teacher may deem advisable, subj tt pf 
te Bub boards ect to the approbation of 
21. ‘The studies of the Sixth Class may be the alphabet, n i 
and the drawing of letters and figures on tere The POOROE ate 
elass, Kay’s Reader, No. 1. 


22. The studies of the Fifth Class may be the combination of letters 
into words, spelling, numeration, notation, and drawing on slate and 
blackboard. Books for the Fifth Class, Kay’s Reader ‘No. 2, Fowle’s 
Spelling Book, and Emerson’s Arithmetic, Ist Part. ; y 

23. ‘The studies of the Fourth Class may be reading in Kay’s Reader, 
No. 3, spelling in Fowle’s Spelling Book. Arithmetic, (Davies’ First 
Lessons) and writing on slates and blackboards. 

24. The studies of the Third Class may be reading in Emerson’s 
Third Class Reader, spelling, writing, Davies’ First Lessons in Arith- 
ee argh Primary Geography, and Davenport’s History of the 

nited States. 

25. The studies of the Second Class may be reading in the Mount 
Vernon Reader, spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, Pictorial His- 
tory of the United States, by Goodrich. 

26. The studies of the First Class may be reading, writing, spelling, 
geography, Parley’s Common School History, Smith’s Grammar, Pierce’s 
History of England. 

27. The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Classes may practice writing on 
slates and blackboards. The First, Second, and Third in copy books. 
All writing books are to be filed for the examination of the Sub-Board. 

28. It being understood that there must necessarily be different de- 
grees of proficiency among so many pupils, especially in the First, or 
highest Class, such studies as may best comport with the pupil’s fu- 
ture destination are allowed to be introduced, at the discretion of the 
Teachers, subject to the approval of the Sub-board ; but, in all cases, 
before entering upon such studies, the pupil must pass, in-the presence 
of the Sub-board, a satisfactory examination in the required studies of 

School. j 
ee It is recommended to the Teachers in the respective Schools to 
have a general lesson each day, in which all the pupils may participate 
and learn, by means of the blackboard, the composition of sentences, 
spelling, punctuation, the use of capital letters, simple exercises a linear 
and perspective drawing, outlines of countries, geometrical figures, 
science of forms, &c. &c. 


of Trustees, and 
that the appoint. 
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80, No ‘Teacher or- Assistant Teacher shall purchase on. account oh 
or for the use of their respective Schools, any books or Eis a A er 
than by a special order of two of the members of the Sub-boards te- 
aay books or stationery shall be purchased on cee. of at 
charged to the Schcols, except such as may be able nesses or 
the supply of indigent pupils, and for the general use of t aaa 

39. No Teacher or Assistant Teacher shall receive into the ; poe 
any pupil without a written permit from one of the ee of t ak 
respective Sub-boards. Such written permit shall Flan ie e condi- 
tions of the admission. A child admitted without pay, Wl f e€ Gopfinnt 
ous, or until otherwise ordered 5 and if books, &c. are to be aie ed, it 
shall be so expressed. Children admitted on the terms 0 payin 
will of course be continued on the prompt monthly payment of the tui- 
The Teacher may be directed to receive those 


and shall be responsible for the fee of any pupil admitted or continued 
without payment, as the law requires. And, for the purpose of a more 


list of pupils kept by the Teacher, which shall be _compared and cor- 
rected at least monthly; and, when either one of the members shall 
grant a permit, he shallforthyvith apprise the member holding the list, 
so that it may be recorded. 

33. That, should there be any infringement of the “ Rules and Regu- 
lations” of this Board by the ‘Teachers or Assistant Teachers, it will 
virtually disqualify such Teachers from receiving payment for their ser- 
vices. f 

34. That the use of tobacco by the pupils in the public schools of 
this city be strictly prohibited. 

35. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer of each Sub-Board to receive 
from the Register the appropriation for fuel, books, and stationery, and 
contingencies, and to disburse the same under the direction of the re- 
spective Sub-boards and the Board of Trustees. Every bill or account, 
before being paid, shall be examined and approved by at least two of 
the Trustees of the District for which it was incurred, and the final 
approval of a majority of the Board of Trustees, present at any meeting. 
The Treasurers shall present their accounts to the Register semi-annual- 
ly—the Ist of January and 30th of June. E : 


ff, ERRATA. 
Page 5, line for “seven,” read sum. 
“11, line 15, for “ proscribed,’’ read prescribed. 
18, line 25, for “‘ who,” read as. 
23, line 10, for “‘ where,” read whom. 
23, line 11, for “‘be crowned,” read crown. 
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FOURTH, ANNUAL REPORT 


BOARD. OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC scHoots, 


Aveust 7, 1848. 


To the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common Council : 

- Gentiemen : The fourth year of the existence of the present school 
system has nearly expired. Time enough has been given to test its 
efficiency, expose its defects, and suggest their remedy. If it has not 
accomplished all the good its friends and founders anticipated, neither 
is it justly chargeable with all the evils and deficiencies. which its 
opponents urge against it. When it went into operation, there were 
but two public schools, having less than 250 pupils, under the care of 
three teachers. Into these schools none were admitted but the children» 
of the poor, and the schools at length came to be considered as mer 
charitable institutions. A strong prejudice existed against them in 
the minds of many, who,were unwilling that their children should be? 
educated at the public expense, though they were unable themselves 
to support them in private establishments. Consequently, many were 
permitted to grow up in comparative ignorance, and the startling fact 
was exhibited by the last census that, in a population of 3,900 children 
between the ages of 5 and 15, about 980 only were instructed in the 
public and private schools. After making every allowance for errors 
in the, above returns, still it could not be denied that a more extended 
and liberal system of public instruction was needed, and the friends of 
education did not cease their efforts until the present system, being a 
compromise of conflicting views, was established. When it is con- 
sidered how many difficulties were encountered in the selection of 
proper locations, the erection of buildings, the organization of the 
schools, the adoption of rules and regulations and a uniform series-of 
textbooks; classifying the pupils, many of whom, ignorant and undies 
ciplined, though’ of mature age, were collected for the first time within 
the Walls of a school:room; and, in addition to all, the old prejadice 
‘against the schools as eleemosynary establishments, it may be fairly ast 
serted that the present system has heen productive of great good, and 
accomplished, in a good degree, the expectations of its friends. Two 
additional buildings, fitted to accommodate 400 pupils, have been core 
ed. .Four;principal teachers, supported by the school. a d genera 
furids, and :five assistants, paid chiefly. by the tuition fees,, d fe ee 
educating more-than 2,000 children, who.have been admitted into, the 


on 
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schools since { 

The cheer i Galak ie; rile ‘i ate eet latte 
shidnietane » While it did not necessarily exclude the 
: poor, at once placed the public in th rank as th 
private schools, and has clearly ctivcconed Wee 
aes , asc early shown that our wealthiest and most 
ae a © citizens will educate their children in public schools, 

ere all, in a republican country’ should be educated, wherever they 
Possess the same advantages as private ones, The system has pre- 
pared the way for free public schools, by awakening interest, remov- 
ing prejadice, suggesting further legislation, and by the practical 
benefits which have attended the working ofthe ‘present schools even 
in their limited operations. © \A\way is now opened, by the provisions 
of our new city charter, to increase indefinitely the facilities for public 
_ free school education. 

The examination of a few facts embodied in the table below, will 
show clearly that the present system needs some ‘modification, which 
the Board: will take ‘the liberty of suggesting in the course of this 
report. i 

By the following table will be seen the state of the schools for the 
month of July, 1845, 1846, 1847, and 1848, in respect to pay pupils, 
and the amount received for tuition during those years: 


1845. 1846, 
Districts. 
| Am’t of 
Free. | Pay. | Total.| Free. | Pay. |'Total.| tuition 
fees. 
Fist 76 CFS 140 | 27 | 167)| > 128:|) 52°}. 180 $213.79 
43 | 203 | 246 |) 440.79 
106| 11] 116] 60,49 
60 | 65 |. 125] 318 04 
347 | 331 | 667 11,033 01 
1847 | 1848. 
Districts. 7 “Am’t of /| Am’tof 
Free. | Pay. lTotal| tuition | Free. | Pay. | Total.) tuition 
fees. fees. 
202 25) | 106°) .35°| 141 
654 87 715 | 46 121 
80.00 96 |,,.16 |, 112 
89 16 67_|, 24 91) 
$926 '28 944121 P! 465')' & 


looPyom an ‘inspection of th 


and third schools commenced with but few 
needed till the present year. “ The new 


e above table ‘it will’ be se 
(pay ‘pupils, 


eni'that’ the first 
andthe number 


schools began with'a large 


oe tal 
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proportion of pay pupils, and the number has greatly diminished, and 
both the tuition fees and number of pupils. have each year been de- 
creasing: 

In no one of the schools is the amount of tuition sufficient at the 

present time to afford the maximum compensation ($250), allowed by 
law to one assistant’ teacher. 
) Since: the adoption: of the present charter the pay: pupils have fallen 
off rapidly: The citizens object with justice to the imposition.of » 
tuition fee when they/have already paid a tax for the support of free 
schools, and the proceeds of which still remains unappropriated for 
that purpose in the city treasury. For these reasons, and others to 
which we shall presently advert, we recommend the immediate aboli- 
tion of the pay feature, and-urge the expediency and necessity of pro- 
viding at once for the payment of the five assistant teachers from the 
general or school funds for the present schools, unless the whole sys- 
tem‘be immediately modified. 

The juncture having occurred, provided by the law of 1844, when 
the ‘Trustees have found the “tuition fees” insufficient “to employ as- 
sistant teachers,” they have been obliged with regret to dismiss the 
thé! worthy dnd‘ long-tried assistant teachers of the first, second,’ and 
fourth districts, and unless a mode of payment is provided at once, 
those schools, builtand furnished at 2 great expense, will be opened 
with’a single teacherin each on the first day of September, and many 
children craving admission must necessarily be refused. In this view 
ofthe subject.the Board will pardon: the Trustees for urging the-ne- 
ceésity of immediate legislation. 

‘The usual estimate: is appended to this report of the present schools 
for ‘the current year.’ It includes the selaries:of the five assistant 
teachers, that being the number employed: the. past year, to be paid 
from the general or school funds. Considerable embarrassment hav- 
n from estimating the precise amount necessary for the va~ 
rious itenis entering into’ the expenditure of each school, the -Board 
respectfully suggest the propriety of placing to the credit of the Board 
of Trustees the gross amount necessary for the support of the schools, 
tobe expended: by them in support of \the. present schools, and 


ing arise 


such: others asthe -interestSof the city require within the means) 


placed at the dispositiom of the Board... This is understood to be the 
mode adopted in’ most of'the large cities of the North. 

» Having recently, atithe request of-the Boards, laid before them a 
report embodying the views of the Trustees in relation to the details 


of aisystem, they will, without further remark, at, once call attention 
to that’report.| ‘They»refer-to the report of the Sub-board of the First, 


District for the present year and to their former reports, in which they 
urge‘the’ want of a new. school-house in: that district, in the necessity 
of which the Board fully concurss) ao! } 
o:While they indulge thechope that the system of: public free schools 
will be immediately: adopted.and extended, through the:city, they can-, 
not forbear to request, in the event of the present system not being 
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essentially modified, an’ appropriation’ to senable: them to ,establish 
schools fortwith' in the First and Sixth Wards. li d 

They beg leave to refer to the reports of the Sub-boards for:full and 

complete details in relation to the operations: of each'school. 
X In those reports will be seen the state of each’ school,) the mode in 
in which the money placed at the disposition, of the Board»has:been 
expended, suggestions for the improvement of the several schools; and 
the results of the late examination: \A small appropriation: is asked 
by the Sub-board of the Second District to enable them to remedy. the 
defect in the furnace for heating the female department.) ‘The Gene- 
ral Board invite its favorable consideration. 

The examination of the First District School was necessarily, post~ 
poned in consequence of the severe’ illness of its respected principal, 
induced undoubtedly by over exertion and-close confinement in a, bad- 
ly-ventilated apartment, crowded with pupils, who, as appears by the 
report of 1846, were literally decimated by death, in the course of|three 
summer months. To that report: thé Board. beg leave to refer’ the 
Councils for many facts and suggestions in’ relation to the improve- 
ment of the schools. 

The Board concur in the recommendation of the Sub-board of, the 
First District; that the salary of the assistant teacher of ‘that, school 
should be made up by a specific appropriation for that purpose, as has 
been done in other cases ; and they refer to the statements of the Sub- 
board in relation to it. 

-©Trusting that the City Councils will, at an early day, make some 
provision for the extension of the present'school system, so as to. be 
more commensurate with the wants of the city, the Trustees have not 
deemed it necessary to repeat suggestions heretofore made looking to 
the improvement of the schools under the existing organization. \With 
allthe improvements of which the system under its present form. is 
susceptible, it will prove unequal to the demands of a great and grow- 
ing population, which, if educated at all, must be educated atthe pub- 
lic'‘charge. And the Trustees do regard the elementary instruction, 
of the common school as a public charge. In « well-organized :‘and 
well-conducted system of free schools every:man, whatever his stake 
in the common weal, is to that extent at least interested. It is, more- 
over, a proper charge on the property of the: community, interested as 
that is in the preservation of social order, the enactment) of whole- 
some laws, and their upright and impartial administration. Itjis, the 
cheapest and most effective instrumentality society can put in operation 
for the’prevention of crime. The education of the common school may, 
safely rest its claim to contribution from the property of the:community, 
anid, in some equitable ratio to: the value of that property, on the fact 
that, under our republican system, every man, rich..or, poor, ignorant 
or educated, possesses his proportionatespower \through his suffrage. 
over ‘every interest of the community which» can. be affected. by /the 
enactment or administration of the laws. It is: wise: and: provident, 


7 


v 


in,a portion of the community at least, against these schools as 
‘charitable. institutions,” is, by this pay system brought within the 
school itself, tending to create an, obvious distinction between those 
who pay and those who do not—a distinction which not only ought 
not to be fomented, but which should be most strenuously. discouraged 
and eradicated. Upon the floor of the school-room all ‘pupils should 
stand (and feel that they stand) upon’ the same level except as merit 
may have made them to differ: A system of school instruction, (as 
the Trustees had occasion to remark in a previous report,) may well 
be pronounced inadequate to the wants of the city, when it makes pro- 
vision for only 700 of the 5,000 youth between the ages of five and 
fifteen years, and it is obnoxious to the charge of partiality in the dis- 
pensation of its favors, when, upon the principle that justifies the ex- ~ 
tension of its benefits to any, it should be extended to all. Without 
any violent change, certainly without the subversion of the present 
system, the schools, may be increased at an additional expense, trifling 
indeed in comparison with the resulting benefits, so as to remedy most 
if not all of the existing defects. =, 
By collecting the youngest pupils into primary schools, with secon- HS. 
dary schools for the more advanced, and a high school where all the} _ 
advantages afforded: by ‘the very best private schools ‘may be‘enjoyed,* — 
it cannot be doubted that amore thorough instruction and!a more use- 


j 
' 
j fective as well as the most economical mode of education, for, 
s 


ctive as t econor rat des- 
eription of pupils ever yet tried. "The careful, considerate, an 


gentle 
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“gway requiring the necessity of frequent relaxation, the proper influ- 
‘ence over the moral feelings, the delicate art of investing instruction 
with the attraction of pleasure and novelty, indispensable at so earl 
an age, when confinement itself is irksome, and, unless judiciously 
relieved, injurious, all point to the female as the only fit instrument for 
the purpose. 

~The Trustees have glanced, even at the hazard of being tedious, at 
a few of the adyantages sought to be obtained by the extension of the 
public school system, merely with the view of urging upon the Boards 
the propriety of early legislation upon this subject. ; 

It is believed that the proceeds of the school fund, together with the 
probable avails of the capitation tax, will be sufficient. to put the addi- 
tional schools into successful operation ; but, if those resources should 
prove inadequate, the Trustees are still of an opinion that the addi- 
tional schools should likewise be established, even if it should be 
found necessary to resort to a small tax on property to defray the ex- 
pense ; and that tax, it is not doubted, would be cheerfully paid by,@ 
great majority of our citizens. 

By order of the, Board. 
W. W. SEATON, President. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR 
Bein THE: YEAR ENDING JULY 31, 1848. . 
{ 
. First District. 
Dr. | 


Balance on-hand August 1,-1848, after-payment of bills then due ° $6.55 
Amount of appropriation, September 2, 1847... ~---..++2++5 950 00 
SUP TOtaL. «oe oe ee cece cee tettes gees cere ac eperesencer tcf 
Cr. 
By salary -paid the principal Teacher... . +++... +... 4e6e. 55+ 
«peRent of lot in rear of school house... 2.5 22+ +4 Se eele ele eels 
|; Books, Stationery, &Cs++e + eree set eeeenereeenen est 
Premiums, 6.0. dere o> -p2in ala cie a Sim + no oes ele es aisles Slee og 
TW ood and MOOal: cette cieih = noo 1s oie co o'c.c e\njeloiasinisicis 
Tramberitn cece as aoe pe smtiteicte seo eter sielaie elejeterewrtaires 


‘Scavenger, ‘to January 1,°1848/0 RSPR. 9! 
Repairs, sawing; whitewashing, and sundriesis.)3 .20. 6. 2 


© 


g 


Second District, 
Dai ' 
By appropriation, September 2, 1845. ,..0 0000. <0, 
rif tiths Webi fecsian iar $965 00 
By amount overdrawn’ last FORCES iain win alg Se Be os 
Salary of principal’Teacher etek tee ag 


Repairs tor two years 
Books and Stationery 


1 YEW cars ey acco ae eriges eae tie neds 6 00 
Chemis services, bell, brooms, and contingencies... .... 12 00 
a Rs SOIR iene vies ee 
WiHitetraalitgg ssl Fo Oo 8 Pe Re aa saetan Cs 10.60 
965 05 
eae? Sh appropriation 37 i cui uz acedek ee 05 
: Third District. 
Dr. 
By balance on hand, magus Ly (Shiro cedar dt te ke ee $8 32 
appropriation, September 2, 1847...................... 890 00 
: 898 32 
Cn. 
By salary of principal Teacher.............0.202-.20-0--5. 800 00 
Books and Stationery, &c.........0-.002-00ec0e eee, 69 60 
Wood, repairs, and contingencies.............2........ 23 65 
Do Balance’. itctetartt As arom p35 riers Ah ais arcs w 8H a Fae 5 07 
$898 32 
Balance on hand..........-...+- eBethieas iompiabin $5 07 
Fourth District. 
Dz. ee 
By amount undrawn August Ist, of the appropriation of October 
COWBIRAG sire ois wis «a ~'ec's ela» o aia chaeharge ae eae tote aide $28 00 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, August 1, 1847.............- 9 74 
Amount of appropriation, September 2, 1847.............. 899 26 
$937 00 
Cr. es 
Salary ‘of-principal Teacher-24-<9< seteatee dace ecco - 800 00 
Books, stationery, &c. for two years. .......-2.eeeeec eee eee 77 81 
Sundry small bills for repairs, contingencies, &c.:.....-....-. 20 63 
Praelpgers seh 35%. «Sd datas cog gece aoa aeid aad 15 37 
Balance on hand, 6):..:5./0..!-,-2 1c aisiccorelatnn asickeis a arte 23 19 
$937 00 
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SUMMARY. 


Appropriations for the schools, September 2, 1847; including bal. 
ances to the credit of the schools at that time : 


PFirsteDighhicts. vi0rs sauce venalnwenecare seer. $956 75 
Secotid Diktrictss vvuavsvvcsesesssetes ets” 965. 00 
Third District... sscssecccecscensssseesrrene® 898 32 
Fourth District..... ren incetate BY a aivtereicite cece: 937 00 
“Total. ....s Rees SGN os ce ek 87 
-ExrENDITURES- 
First District......-s++: gee ages akee esele ss - $944 06 
Bevan Districter se ce we wclctetes werner ly 965 05 
Third District... ..-.. seers see tert oe 893 26 
Fourth District... ..--2---5 2s sete 913 71 
Whole amount expended....-----++-+++2e00807** $3,716 07 
Balance on hand...»---+--- HERE otratiaceie sieyeieiee $40 80 


di 


co cL oral 146 9IL"€$| 18 9¢h‘e¢|-00 CPsg 6hh | 699° | Sse | 18h | soy j.ece | SIT 
| eee —_— | ~ ——— | —_____. - “ 
00 00/61 €% | 18 €16 00 266 00 81 =| 06 SIL, | BOS | Bh 16 19 SS oe a eo wNOE 
00 00:/40.9 | 9% &68 GE 868 00 00T 601 | SIL | 1ST | 6 SIL | 96 Of: S| Se oe PIG 
tai) 00 00 | SO 996 00 996 OS SI | G46 | 121 | OBL [-F28.-| SOT 181 gL 9F ‘a; : as 
00 00 j6F ZI | 90 FFG Go 9c6 OS 96T | Sth | 6ST PAple | 8hs | POL Pty | pir law ft stp 
cd pd Se- Fee Leslee pan Seite Jee pee ee e 
Li eee: Pa. tite feeb edeq f Bole ce tee ee 
s L 5 S5 5 ge jo 8 46 4 5 03 5 o o 2 
g a ? gE Bie |) Bins | & | Bs) & ¢ & § § e 
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_ REPORT OF THE FIRST SCHOOL DISTRICT. 


The Sub-Board of Trustees of the First School District submit to the 
os General Board the following report : 


They are gratified at being able to express their approbation of the 
‘manner in which,the duties of. instruction, in both departments of the 
‘School of the first District, have been performed during the last-year. 
The great number of pupils, ranging in age from 5 to 16 years, se 
the consequent’ variety of discipline required, have severely taske 
the physical strength and mental, powers of: the teachers to an extent 
which cannot, possibly, under the existing system, be compensated by 
any, adequate results. These duties, onerous as they are, have not 
only been faithfully performed, but much time beyond the requirement 
of the regulation has been devoted to the exercises and labors of the 
‘school room, .. It isa matter of just surprise that so much has been ac- 
complished under the circumstances referred to. The aspect itself of 
an assemblage of more than one hundred pupils, ranging in age, al- 
most from infancy to early’ manhood, in studies, from the alphabet to 
the higher branches of knowledge, and in discipline, from that but 
‘little removed from the nursery to that fitted for nearly full grown: men, 
and all under the guardianship and: direction’of a ‘single mind, will 
suggest enough of the difficulties to be encountered by the faithful 
teacher’as torender lengthened comment unnecessary. ‘To those who 
have felt the harrassing and exhausting eflect‘of being obliged to pass. 
through a daily routine of rapid transitions from one mode of discip- 
line and teaching to, another, through all the gradations of study, from 
the higher branches of knowledge to the mere elements, it is a mat- 
ter of just surprise, that any teacher can long endure the labor, or that 
any real progress can be made by the’ pupils.” But when the ‘pupils 
of that description are two-fold, or even three-fold, the nnmbera teach- 
er can do justice to, under a proper classification, and the most favor- 
able circumstances in other respects, there is presented a monstrous 
perversion of every thing like-a rational and useful system of éduca- 
tor. | These disadvantages are, as far as practicable, to be overcome 
iby the teacher at a vast expenditure of physical and mental strength ; 
and the undersigned feel free to declare that in their opinion, the 
school of the First Districthas afforded, both in discipline and instruc- 
tion, all the benefits that any friend of the existing system could have 
reasonably anticipated; while they re-affirm the opinion which. they 
shave hetetofore expressed, that ample justice cannot be done ‘to ¢he- 
‘instruction of youth under any system that does not provide for the ar- 

- rangement of pupils in separate schools, according to age or proficien- 
cy, where a corresponding course of discipline and instruction may be 
pursued, - . - 

, Any system of education, to be useful, must have a careful regard 
to the moral deportment of pupils, and the formation of the habit of in. 
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telligént and chéérful obedience, to lawful authority, coupled with; that 
feeling of just self respect so indispensable to true manliness of charac- 
ter. Moraljinfluences; in the present improved systems of education, 
are fast supplanting the discipline of the rod ; and the undersigned ae 
happy to state that but few instances of corporeal punishment have oc. 
curred in the school of the First District during the last year. The 
efforts of the teacher seem to have been steadily directed to the sub. 
stitution, wherever practicable, of the discipline of moral influences for 
that of force, and, it is believed, with the happiest results, 

The duties of the teacher in the female department of the school, 
at all times difficult-and delicate, have been.performed by Mrs,,Hen- 
shaw ina manner that entitles her to the special commendation of the 
undersigned ; and some ‘certain and adequate’ provision should be 
made for her compensation. The fees of pay-pupils, on which'she 
was to rely for compensation, (within’ the maximum allowed by law— 
$250,) have'fallen far short of that’ amount. As an act of sheer jus- 
tice—the payment of a fair equivalent for services faithfully rendered— 
this meritorious teacher should be compensated to the full amount of 
an assistant’s salary. ‘The undersigned would, therefore, respectfully 
request thé General Board to urge on the City Councils the propriety’ 
and ‘equity ‘of an appropriation for Mrs. Henshaw’s' benefit, to the 
amount of arrearages now dué to ‘her, and of an adequate and certain 
provision for her compensation in future by an appropriation for that 
purpose—the fees of pay-pupils, (if to be:paid at all,) toigo to the school 
fund. 

—The Trustees feel it to be their duty again to call the attention of. 
the Board to tle propriety, not to say necéssity, of the erection of a 
school-house in the First District. ‘The building now used for that 
purpose. is an inconvenient and unsightly structure at best, and it may: 
well be doubted whether any amount of mere repairs can change it 
materially for the better. Its internal arrangements are inconvenient ; 
. itis deficient in light and the means of ventilation, and in a situation 
altogether unfit for the purpose. As it stands at the intersection of G 
and J4th-streets, with no grounds about it for the recreation of the 
pupils, the latter, during the recess, are thrown on the public streets. 
‘A school-house, to answer the purpose of sucha structure, should stand 
apart from public thoroughfares and the neighborhood of private dwell- 
ings, in.an ajry situation, if possible, with sufficient grounds attached 
to it forthe recreation of the pupils, without the necessity of their.ex- 
posure to the temptations of the street, or of the public to annoyance. 
Without dwelling longer on considerations heretofore presented on this 
subject, the undersigned will barely add, that they believe that, suitable 
sites:can be procured, at central points, within the First District, which 
would answer the conditions to which they have referred.’; Many ofthe 
difficulties which now most embarrass the teacher in the arrangements 
ofthe school-room—such as the construction of seats, recitation rooms, 
the disposition of apparatus for illustration and teaching, and other use- 
ful-adjuncts to the teacher’s art—would wholly, or in a great mea- 
sure, disappear in the arrangements of a new house properly con- 
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structed, and under'a system: admitting ofa more uniform and cathe 


Jassification of pupils: 
: Dobe JOHN F. HARTLEY, 


Gi J. ABBOT, 


R. FARNHAM, 
Trustees. 


To rum BoArp of TrustEEs oF Pusrro ScHoots : 


_.Gentiemen : I respectfully submit, in accordance with the ‘ Regu, 
lations for the government of the Teachers of the 1 ublic Schools, the 
following report of the condition of the school of the First District for, 
and during the month of July, and add, by direction of the Sub-board; 
the more important statistics of the school for the scholastic year ter- 
minating July 31, 1848. : 

The. whole number of pupils of both sexes upon. the register upon 
the 31st of July, was 141. Of this number 111 were boys, 80 girls,, 
The average attendance of the month was 111. . The average time 
made. by, the pupils) of the school in the nineteen school days of the 


month was fourteen days. 


The total number of pupils upon the register of the school, July 31, 1847 was. ...156 
Total number received into the school during the year ending July 31, 1848, was 92 


Total number during the year... ..-..-+---eeeeeseee cee ee see eee eee +00 os 048, 
Total number withdrawn during the year... ...+.+-..--...+-+-se7e- OBriQd 107 
Leaving upon the register, July'31, 1848.22... 52... 2s i bee eee eee eee ees 14L 
The ayerage daily attendance of the year WaS..--. +--+ e+cseeee eter e eee ees 104 
Sixty boys and twenty two girls haye been pupils of the school during the whole 
kB ABA Ss SSAb SUAREE BOSSE ESosao USSG CHBd SAS Cobb pa THs 84 


The Sixth Class of the school numbers 27. | The first division of this class (9.in 
_-number) ‘are learning the alphabet and making letters on slates; the second . 
division numbers 18 and are combining letters into monosyllables and making” .° 
, figures, and writing words upon slates... ...-- 2+. +--+ -+- eee er eee cree eee 27 
The ‘Fifth Class numbers 21. These are reading and spelling in Burham’s —”’ 
Monotonical Speller and in Kay’s Reader,'No: 2 ; are using ‘* Emerson’s First 
Part” in arithmetic, and are making figures and combining words‘on slates.). 21 
The: Fourth -Class)jiumbers | 29. - These are. reading, spelling, and defining ;- 
writing,.and studying arithmetic in Davis’ First Lessons......-+--++++--+ f 
The Third Class numbers 30. The studies of this class are reading, writing, Me 
_ arithmetic, geography, and history-.......--...-..... jae iscs eigeicteiete - 30 
The Second Class numbers 28. The studies of this class are those of the Third?’ '< 
Classj ‘with the)addition of English grammiat and composition! /2..255.0 .. 128 
The First Class; numbers 6.'. The studies of this class are those'of the Second; ;, 
_» With,the, addition, of book-keeping and forms of accounts...,+++-+eadere-) 6 


‘ge ineicaast ses BoA on a aap 141 
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dially. concur with the Principal (of the Second District School; in: re- 
commending Swan’s entire series of school books, and Lhave’been as 
favorably impressed by an examination-of “Chandler’s Common School 
Granimar;”, but holding,'as I, do, the opinion that he who» would:suc- 
cessfully, teach’ to youth the. grammatical (construction ofa language, 
must do it, chiefly, by oral instruction, I could not recommend its»sub-) 
stitution|for that now-in usé/in the-schook) In my monthly report for 
November last, I’ respectfully suggested to the Board the introduction 
into.,the schoolof a work entitled “* First Book on Anatomy and Phi- 
siology,” by Calvin Cutter, M.D. &c. &c... I am happy to find my- 
self sustained in that recommendation, by the concurrent opinion’ of my 
colléague:in Charge of the school(ofithe Second District, especially as 
his judgment has been enlightened by the study and’ practice of the 
healing art. Ifthe Board will pardon me, I have one other request’ to! 
prefer:,It is that I-may,be permitted to use, with the more advanced 
portion of my pupils, a work on arithmetic, entitled “A Practical 
Treatise-on Arithmetic;” .by George: Leonard, jr.. first; published ‘in 
1840 by Otis, Broaders & Co. Boston, and now in its twelfth edition. 
I respectfully suggest to the Board a comparative examination of this 
work. rere : 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, gentlemen, 
» .esowO .Y eomal snips? deilgatl aYour‘dbediéntservant) i21! 
-foD. .X ‘odol pemmerd defend vi esl Io HENSHAWpo¢ 


iid anime 


" Principal of First District Schooli®®' 


«fosyoi gomsl sme dailancl nie 


* 


16 


AWARD OF PREMIUMS... 


FEMALE DEPARTMENT. | no? 

¥ i 9a 
First Premium, 
@lokey. : 
Secand Premium, for correct and amiable deportment, to Miss Ann> 


Emma’ Barron: : 
) Third Premium, for correct and amiable deportment, to Miss’ Mary 


Gallagher: «© - ahs 
” First Premium, for punctual and regular attendance, Miss Catherine 


Gradey- ‘ , 
Second Premium, for punctual and’ regular attendance, Miss Mary 


Frier- : t , 
First Premium, First Class in History of United States, Miss Edith 


Henshaw. | : 
First Premium, Second Class in History of United States, Miss 


Mary Brannan. 
Sécond Premium, Second Class in History of United States, Miss 


Ann Emma Barron. 
Third Premium, Second Class in History of United States, Miss 


Margaret Leach. v0 ny, t 
First Premium, Third Class in History of United States, Miss Susan 
Clokey. 
Second Premium, 


Joanna Miller. : 
First Premium, Second Class in Geography, Miss Mary Brannan. 


-First Premium, Third Class in Geography, Miss Rosa Connaughton.’ 
Second Premium, Third Class in Geography, Miss Catherine 
Gradey. rf 

First Premium, Class in Orthography, Miss Euphemia Baxter. 
First Premium, First Class in Arithmetic, Miss Elizabeth Fowler. 
First Premium, Second Class in Arithmetic, Miss Anna Fowler. 
Second Premium, Second Class in Arithmetic, Miss Eliza Padgett.« 
. First Premium, Third Class in Arithmetic, Miss Mary Gradey: 
First Premium, Second Class in Orthography, Miss Ellen Tenley. 
‘s Second Premium, Second Class in Orthography, Miss Willie F.! 
arron: 
Third Premium, Second Class in Orthography, Miss Margaret) 
Godfrey. 
‘ facts Premium, for correct’ and amiable deportment, Miss Mary 
« Grant. 2 gl Obe 


for'correct and ‘atiiable ‘deportment, to Miss Susan 


Third Class in History of United States, Miss 


MALE DEPARTMENT. 
rs ; 


First Premium, First Class in English Grammar, J ames F. Owens. 
+ Second’ Premium, First Class in English Grammar, John Z. Col- 
ison. Aa LA a < 


Third Premium, First Class. in English Grammar, James Croggon. 


‘ 
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First Premium, Second Class in English Grammar, Josiah V. Grant 
‘Second’ Premium, ' Second: Class in, English Grammar, Charles 
‘Laporte. ; {MAL 
silica Premium,! Third Class in Geography and History, Joseph 
‘Godfrey: a EP: 
‘Second ‘Premium, Third Class in Geography, and, History, Dennis 
Gallagher. Pans 
‘third® Premium,:Third» Class in Geography and History, John 
Connor. 
| Four Premiums of equal -merit,awarded. in the 2d division of the 
Third Class in History and Geography,.to Henry Howlett, Howard 
Howlett; Chapman Ourand, and Isaac Jones. ry 
First Premium for improvement in Writing, Jesse M. Ferguson. 


Second do do do Robert Ferguson. 

“Third do do do James Coliins. 
“Fourth © do do do Charles Denham. 

_ First Premium for Exemplary Deportment, Samuel Clokey. 
‘Second ‘do do do Joseph Plowman, 
Third’ do do do James, W. Ashton, 
Fourth do do do George T. Cassell, 
Fifth do do do James Cassidy. — 


Two Premiums of equal merit awarded for General Excellence as 
well in scholastie’exercises as in moral deportment, to Thos. Fowler 


and Joseph Fowler. 


ANNUAL- REPORT OF THE SUB-BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE SECOND DISTRICT SCHOOL. 1 


i ‘The Trustees of the Second District» School report that, fromthe 
,., Ast of September, 1847, to 31st July, 1848, 324 pupils were.admitted 
i into, this school, exclusive of ‘the re-admissionjof/such as left forseve- 


a pone and afterwards returned. © Of the:324—95 were) females 
dy an a2, males—127 were admitted free,;and 197 paid the tuition, fee. 
. Khe amount of tuition fees réceived for the year has, been $436.89. 
Since the opening of ‘the school; September 1, 1845, and the,present 
time, 975 different pupils have enjoyed its advantages. :/Until the first * 
of May, the receipts of the-school,.were sufficient for the payment of 
00 two: Assistant Teachers, but from that time so great has been the de- 
(0 @rease in the number of paying pupils, that the recéipts have® barely 
'° stifficed-to pay.one assistant, he eens ae 
ns oe The general impression prevailing among the parents of|the chil- 
60 dren, that the payment of the school tax under the-new,charter, super- 
__seded the necessity of paying any longer. for tuition} andyithe om- 
00 ployment of a large number of boys in the extensive printing 
“establishments in this city during the session of Congress, has, 
~ beyond all question, | been’ ‘the reause of the great deficiency in our 
aaa!) HOUATAAH 
MOOAE LF 


‘the month of May, and was expressly informed 
to employ him any longer for the wan 
“has monthly continued to attend during the months of 
“ garvices have been Highly important, as without t 


Slattendance. | In performance of our'duty, we have ma 


18 pt re! 
igual receipts. | With yeeard to our Second Assistant Teacher, it is 
put just to remark, that though he has not been employed by us. since 
' by us of our inability 
t of the means of paying him; he 
June and: July, 
It is due to him to say, that bis voluntary 
hem the, principal 
teacher could hardly have done justice to the number of pupils in daily 
de repeated visits 
gratified to) ob- 
ts of their 


without any compensation. 


to the school during the year: and have always been 
serve the attention and care of the teachers: to the interes 
pupils. 
We have found the furnace for warming the uppet room. of the 
School House, entirely insufficient for the purposes (indeed sop little 
use was it in extreme cold weather the children had to be sent home. ) 
At the same time, the Board do not believe that the fault is in the fur- 
nace itself, (for the one for the: lower room operates admirablys) but 
from its location in the basement, and the heated air being admitte 
at an extreme point of the room. The Board propose to alter these 
objections, ‘and it will require ‘an appropriation of $25 for that purpose. 
““An examnination was held aécording to direction of the Board of 
Trustees on Wednesday, July 26th, in» presence of the ‘Trustees and 
several visiters, in which the pupils of both departments acquitted 
themselves to the entire satisfaction, we believe, of all who witnessed it. 
In the male department, the first class evinced a familiarity with the 
principles of Grammar rarely acquired by pupils of such an age, 4 


“fact not less creditable to themselves, than demonstrative of the care 


with which they have been instructed... In Geography, too, the pro- 
ficiency of the same class was highly apparent ; indeed all the classes 


‘acquitted themselves so well:jas to make>it difficult, to determine the 


ye-eminence. 
Of the female department, we cannot speak in terms of too high 
praise. The maternal character of its whole government is such as 
to reflect the highest honor-on the head of that department, We an- 
nex below’a list of those to, whom it.was thought proper to award the 
medals and premiums 5 also. estimates. of the probable wants of the 
school for'the ensuing year : ef 


-O0 OHI 1S2e 
yi a ee eral aet ey lida, warhd oa PAL OL $800 00 
salaries of two Assistants...--- +--+ 7 >" "7777" TIED if, of), a).958500 00 
_ books and 2 a ee aa ances EER IA: offi 
Bip h gO RAG Beebe ee Las 
(0° contingent expenses. +--+ poodles otk ie + 
ov altering furriece.. 41. <s)ea aha 
siete sah inorG1510 00 
pitas : f 4 z 1} ct miere cd Sa 
olTHOMAS DONOHO))|) buoved ~ 
Vv. HARBAUGH, TRUSTEES. 
p. F. BACON, 
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AWARD OF PREMIUMS. 


FEMALE DEPARTMENT. 


First Class. ) 
Medal to Rachael Parker, for Amiability of Deportment. 
,.,Medal to Margaret Moore, for Superiority. 
Second. Class. 
Premium to Eliza Titus, Ward, for Proficiency. 
Medal to Emily Robinson, for Superiority. 
Third Class. 


Premium to Sally ¥. Robinson, for Correct Deportment, 
Premium to Francis E. Hoover, for Assiduity. 

Premium to Ann 8. Hoover, for Assiduity. 

Medal to Laura Peadechord, for Punctuality, 

Medal to Victoria Hill, for Superiority. 


Fourth Class. 


Premium to Mahula Peadechord, for Assiduity. 
Premium to Mary Findley, for Penmanship. 
Medal to J. P. Donelan Caton, for Superiority. 


Fifth Class. 
Premium to Granville Harford, for Assiduity. 
Medal to Malinda Brooks, for Superiority. 
Sizth Class. 


Premium to Isabella Moore, for Proficiency. 
Premium to Indiana Hoover, for Improvement. 
Premium to Margaret Picken, for Improvement. ae 


MALE DEPARTMENT. 


‘i First Class. or 
_,» Medal and Premiums to Joseph King, Charles Matlock and John 
_G., Robinson, as equal., ; Kania 
ks easel _ Second Class. —_ 
»:/)Medal to James, I. Randolph, for Superiority... .__ tei Ait 
_>, Eremium to John Bulger, for Proficiency. foots Silt o'aal 
Hoithy noite) "Third Class. ; de > We 2 


loo Medak to, Joseph McCarthy’ and Silas Moore, as equal... 
.) Premiums to: George, Boos:and Andrew 'P,.McKenna, as equal. 


ia 
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“pourth Class. ; 
Medals and Premiums. to, Warren, White, 
White, Gabriel Edmonson, Thomas Burns, a 

equal. 

Fifth Class. 
Medal’ and Premiums to John F. Ba 
Weaver, John S. Hoover, John Kavanaug 
Sixth Class. “ye 
* Medals to Lewis F.'Clements, John’ Sollers, B. T. Kavanaugh, 


William Brooks, as equal. i 
Premium to Thomas S. Gattrel and Douglass Cooper, as equa’ 


j 


Thomas Baker, Henry: 
nd Enoch Edmonson, as 


° W 


ket, John Howard, Charles 
h, and Geo. Betts, as equal. 


and 


Medal to’ Williain King, for Punctualityof Attendance. 3 

Medal and Premiuins ‘to’ Thomas ‘W. Baird, ‘Thos: | Y. Robinson, 
Alexander Picken, and € M. Towers, for/highest rate of improvement. 

Premium to J. K. Plant, for Arithmetic and Penmanship. 

Medals to Joseph King, William King, William Brooks, and John 
S. Hoover, as equal for general good conduct and punctuality. 


THIRD ANNUAL. REPORT.OF THE PRINCIPAL TEACHER 
OF SECOND DISTRICI SCHOOL. 

As the old system under which the present schools went.into ope- 
ration may be supposed to have ceased with the scholastic term for 
this year, itis not deeméd necessary to repeat the minute details con- 
tained in former annual reports, their sole object being to furnishs 
grounds of opinion as to the practicability of the scheme of combining 
free tuition with the discretionary demand of tuition feés! ‘'Sv'far as 
the Second District'School is concerned, the monthly reports' will show 
that, except for a portidn of the first two years, the’ receipts’ for tuition 
have not been sufficient to pay for the number of assistant teachers. 
actually required to do justice to the pupils admitted. For the last two 
months so greatly have the receipts fallen off, that they have been 
barely sufficient to pay for one assistant, in a separate department, 
while the number of. pupils thrown upon the teacher in the other _de- 
Apartments hasbeen at" all times double that Which it ‘has heén deter. 
nines as proper and expedient to entrust to the care ‘of a single’ indi. 
vidual. ' 

Under the impression, then, that my, former reports will furnish all 
the details necessary t0 ‘give’ to’ the Board’a fall uridérstahding ‘of. the- 
state of the school, I shail°Génfiné myself té @ stititaty UF {hese re-. 
ports, so as to show, ata single view, allathe general facts from which 
any useful information can be gathered. » 

The numbérlof pupils whieh halo” bee admitted “into thesehool 
fromthe 18t September; 1847) to-the -31st'I uly) 1848) hus been 324. 
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Of, this number 95, were, admitted.to, the female department, and 229 
tothe. other. But, of the 95 admitted, to the female. department 76 _ 
only were females ; the remainder, 19, being, boys of a tender age... ; 
Of the whole number admitted only 100 were sufficiently advanced ~ 
to be placed in the three first classes; the remaining 224 were all 
assigned to what may properly be called the primary branches, to wit : 
the ‘alphabet, spelling, reading, writing, and the elementary Tules of 
arithmetic. oe) 
Of the number admitted 127 were-free pupils, 197 pay—324. ° Bat 
of those who paid on admission many were afterwards transferred to 
the free list. ‘ 
The average attendance throughout the year has not exceeded 130, 
‘As the great majority of the children admitted to the public schools will 
always.be of those belonging to the primary branches, it is of vital im- ~ 
portance that a,series of books should be selected hest suited to their 
capacities, and containing no words but such asare the signs of ideas.’ 
With too many of the book-makers, sound seems to be regarded as of 
much.more importance than sense, and the memories. of children are 
burdened without the slightest correspondent benefit. To supply, as 
far as I could, the defects in our whole series of school books, it’ has 
been my practice, one day in every week, to form the whole school. into 
a single class, for the purpose of teaching them the meaning of fami- 
liar terms in every department of life and every branch of industry ; 
terms which, they not only haye used, but are themselves in the habit 
of using daily, withont the slightest idea, of their proper application. 
The personal gratification resulting fromthe success of this practice ~ 
has more than repaid me for the additional,labor and exertion required 
in pursuing it; for,it enables me to say, with the firmest confidence. of ” 
its truth, that,no child has ever been with me a week, without learning © 
something more than he knew before. Numerous books have been laid” 
before me. for.examination by the publishers and their agents. during 
the year, and I have devoted much of my leisure time toa,critical re- - 
view of them, The result is, that I would strenuously recommend fo 
the Board the adoption of Swan’s series of school books, published by. 
Thomas Cowperthwaite & Co., of Philadelphia, as decidedly the most 
satisfactory that I have seen. In addition to Swan’s whole series, 
-the same publishers have issued Chandler’s English Grammar and 
Jarvis’s Practical Physiology, both designed for the use of schools, 
-and both executed in a manner to, render these important, studies, in- ” 
telligible and acceptable to the youthful mind. I need not say a word — 
upon the uses of physiology. It has now become a regular branch of 
study in all the public schools of the Ni orth, and will, I trust, soon find 
its way into ours. — 
_As_my re-election asa teacher is a future contingency, and this may 
be the last, opportunity afforded me of addressing you as a body, 
cannot close, without expressing the grateful sense I entertain of the 
kind confidence which the Board has always seemed to repose ih me, 
.and ascribing to (hat. confidence all the good, if any, whicl it has been 
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With the’ sin- 


in my power to do in the humble vocation of teacher. hay bert 


cerest wishes for the individual and collective prosperity 0 
I have the honor to be their obedient servant, 


T. WATKINS, Principal. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUB-BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE THIRD DISTRICT SCHOOL. 


The condition of the school in the Third School District is nearly 
the same as it was at the close of the last year. The total number 
of pupils, of both sexes, instructed during that period, was 151. 

‘A sum sufficient to pay the assistant teacher eight dollars per month 
has been received from the pay scholars during the past year, and his 
services cannot be advantageously dispensed with. The demand for 
admission into this school continues to increase, and shows the ne- 
cessity, of an additional public school for the education of the increas- 
ing youthful population of this quarter of the city. This demand may, 
however, be attributed to the skill, capacity, and experience of the 
Principal, Mr. Hugh McCormick, who has grown gray in the sérvice 
of the Corporation, and whose reputation as a teacher stands very: 
high. : 

a the last public examination the pupils of this school acquitted 
themselves to the satisfaction of the Sub-Board of Trustees, and evinced 
a considerable improvement in the different elementary branches of 
education in which they had been instructed. ‘Their proficiency, es- 
pecially in practical arithmetic, was such as to excite the admiration 
of their examiners, and to reflect great credit on their own industry 
and attention, as well as on those of the principal and his assistant. 
It was highly gratifying to see children who might otherwise have been, 
buried in the gloom of ignorance, thus rendered capable of solv-~ 
ing questions in arithmetic of no little difficulty, almost with the ra- 
pidity of thought, and displaying other attainments in learning calcu~ 
lated to make them useful members of society, and qualify them for 
the usual occupations of life. : previa 

“These examinations, though like all others, necessarily cursory, are 
conducted with entire impartiality, and the examiners, usually the 
members of the Sub-Boards, being wholly unacquainted with the pu: 
pils, cannot, of course, bé influenced by any feeling of partiality or” 
favoritism in the distribution of premiums to those who appear to merit ~ 
and who are selected to receive them.” At the last examination the ” 
proficiency of some was so nearly equal that the examiners were 
obliged to submit to the arbitrament of Jot the award of the premium - 
_ which, in some cases, but only one could receive. The’ propriety, ° 

however, of granting premiums at all, is, the Sub Board thinks, some- 
what questionable. They are apt to produce dissatisfaction and heart 
burnings among those who are disappointed in receiving none, or such. 
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as are not commensurate with the opinion they entertain of their own 
merits or proficiency ; and the Trustees may be improperly censured 


for withholding from these self-constituted judges the premiums to. 


which they may fancy themselves, though not in reality, entitled, 

The Sub-Board would again suggest the necessity of a small addi. 
tional appropriation for the purchase of a Jot inthe rear of the one on 
which.the school house stands, and for new benches to replace the 
present ones, now nearly worn out, and somewhat inconvenient. For 
this purpose, it is believed that an appropriation of $150 would be 
sufficient, and for the current year the usual appropriation will be re- 
quired to defray the expenses of.the school. Accompanying this is a 
list of mames of those pupils who have, by their good conduct, regular 
attendance, and proficiency in their studies, merited and received 


premiums at the last examination. 
GEORGE WATTERSTON, 


ABEL G. DAVIS, 
Sub-Board of Trustees. 


PRINCIPAL TEACHER’S REPORT. 
Turrp District Scuoon, July 1, 184% 


Gentiruen: On the 30th June, 1847, there were 110 children in 
the school; forty-one have been admitted since, and during the same 
time thirty-nine have been withdrawn, leaving now on the list the 
names of one hundred and twelve children, viz: eighty males and 
thirty-two females. Of these, fourteen males and three females are 
pay scholars, the rest being free. 


Very respectfully, 
HUGH McCORMICK, Prineipal. 
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AWARD OF PREMIUMS. 


eae oy 
Premium awarded to Madison Davis for regular attendance. 


ay) eae p 
: “i BD alte 


Sr 24 


Multiplication Table.—Premiuins awarded to Mareeline:Goodtich 


aiid Margaret Knoxville. ‘ql tata} 
“Arithinbifehl Tables:—Premitims awarded to John Goodri¢h' and 
Isabella Reed. 
40: at GEOGRAPHY. 


. First Class.—Premiums awarded to Mary R. Cnet hipaa 


“Second Class:—Premiums awarded to Wm. Low 


e READING, hs 
First. Class.—Premiums awarded to Thos. Marche and Jane’ Lusby- 
_ Second Class.—Premiums awarded to Thos. Talbot, Emma Gates, 

and John Cook. 

First part Third. Class.—Premiums awarded to Ja 
Louisa Goldsmith. 

Second part. Third Class.—Premiums awarded to John Downey 
and Christopher C. McKinney. 

Fourth Class.—Premiums awardéd to‘Amelia Carrico and Ellen C. 
Barnes. . ; 

Fifth Class.—Premiums awarded to Ann Ecton and Mary An- 
derson. 


orks 


mes Fillins and 


— PRACTICAL CIPHERING. | 
First Class.—Premiums awarded to Samuel W. Bradley, John’ 
Cook and Robert Acton. e : fait 
~ Second Class.—Premiums awarded to Wm, Lowe, Wm. ‘Acton, 
Madison Davis, George Connor, Satah Eaton, and Joanna Peake. 
; ARITHMETIC. 
First Class—Premiums awarded to Jas. Cross and Robert Acton. 
Second Class.—Premiums awarded to Daniel Davis and Wm. Acton. 
Third Class.—Premiums awarded to Isabella Reed and John 
Downey. 
Class in Long Division.—Premiums awarded to James Fillins'and 
Philip Cronin, ' ‘ait 
First Class in Simple Multiplication—Premiums awarded to M 
Dulingand William Talbot. ; ‘ = ad 
Second Class in Simple Multiplication—Premiums awarded t 
Marceline Goodrich, Ann Ecton, and. Wm. Edelin.—*: +! «5.4 «) - 2 
Class in Simple Addition.—Premiums awarded to Amelia Carrico 
and Jasper Scott. q 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE FOURTH 


The Sub-Board of Trustees of ‘the Fourth Schoo] District res t. 
fully report that the whole number of pupils that received chadtnantion 
in the School during the year ending 31st July, 1848, is 202, of which 
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month has been 71, of females 31, making the géneral average 
school 102, The number of pupils admitted as pay scholars wag 60" 
the number admitted as free scholars was 142, , tei 


With respect to the character and prospects of the’ school, thé Sab.” 
Board regret to state that the flattering anticipations with which the 
school opened, haye not been realized. It should not be’ concédled” 
that the school has so depreciated in the estimation of the people, | 
as to, be at, present comparatively useless. Justide to the public’ 


demands that, the causes that have brought about this result should be 
strictly and impartially investigated, and immediately removed. The 
radical defects in the present school system are, without doubt, among 
the most prolific causes of this failure. No system, however perfect 
in other respects, can succeed, which makes a distinction among its 
pupils—or, in other wotds) recognizes paupers in one class and pay 


number 62, were females. The average attendance of ae de 
; f tes 


scholars in another. he great principle of equality is as necessary “ 


to the successful operations of therrepublic of letters as a republic of 
politics. The truth of this assertion needs but a glance at our present 
system to discover, ot At that ‘of Baltimore, where, we are assured by 
good authority, it has had the effect of filling the schools with the sons’ 


of the wealthiest, excluding those ofthe poorer classes, for whom the. 4 


schools‘are (principally, instituted.. Anotherdefect in the present school | 


system, is the absence of a High School, which is believed to he in- 
dispensable to the success of any system of public schools. So appa- 


rent has/this. fact been in Baltimore, that the Trustees, in their 


annual report, declared that “ it was the very foundation upon which - 


rested the ultimate success of; public, education in that city, and 
unless it were properly fostered they, might in, a very short. time, be 
deprived of a powerful auxiliary.” They state that atthe time the 
High, School. was established, the ‘number of. scholars was 675; the 


number has increased to 3,043. This great increase’ was caused by 


the, filling up of the Primary Schools, through which if was necessary 
to pass before entering the High School. Is not the possession of 
these #facts sufficient to convince all who desire the succéss of the 
public schools in thisccity, of the necessity of a High School, to act as 
a stimulant to.the.ambition of parents, and to excite in the minds of 
the pupils an emulation for those higher honors and acquirements. 
which will thus be placed in their reach? he 

But it is proposed by some to establish a new system, embodying 
in principle a, High School, deferring its establishment, however, un- 
til a sufficient number of scholars to fill it at once shall have passed 
through the Primary. Schools. 


The present system of schools has now been in operation nearly 


changes recommended, give an impulse to’ the whole’'system, which 
avould result, it is believed, in early and complete success. 
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It clearly appears to the Sub-Board, as has been Le ae 

ested, that the scheme of education adopted in the Lins co hieale 
should be, in every respect, equal to that pursued in the be Peas 
institutions. Hence the necessity of ae aa a comp 
to the present incomplete system of public instruction. 

In oe ister the Cb.Beatd beg leave to suggest that means ae 
be adopted to secure a more regular attendance on the part ° 49 
pupils, and that rules for the preservation of the public proper y; 


v isti d, and diligent] enforced. 
hooks, &c. should be distinctly enacte re ge Teagan, 


CRAVEN ASHFORD, 
Trustees. 


AWARD OF PREMIUMS. 
MALE DEPARTMENT. 


Medal to John Pearson, for regularity, promptitude, and general 
improvement. 
GRAMMAR. ! 
First Premium to Joshua Pearson; second Premium to Edwin Gray: 


HISTORY. 
First Premium to Edwin Gray ; second Premium to John W. Pegg. 
2 


GEOGRAPHY. 

First Class.—First Premium to Edwin Gray and Joshua Pearson ; 
second Premium to Patrick Carroll. 

Second Class.—First Premium to John W. Pegg; second Premium 
to William Laskey. 

Third Class.—First Premium to George Pearson ; second Premium 
to John T. Ashford. 

Fourth Class.—First Premium to Daniel Mockabee ; second Pre- 
mium to Benjamin F. Lloyd ; third Premium to Edward Green. 

Fifth Class.—First Premium to Thomas Breslyn ; second’ Premium 
to William Leddon ; third Premium to Benj. F. Gray. 


ARITHMETIC. 
First Class.—First Premium to Joseph Pearson ; second Premium 
to George R. Thompéon. eu 
Second Class.—First Premium to William Gray ; second Premium 
to John T. Ashford. : 


WRITING. 


.. First Premium to John W. Pegg; second, Premium to John Ty 
Ashford and Edwin Gray. er wees 
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FEMALE DEPARTMENT, 


Medal to Jane Toom 
conduct. 

Premium to Susannah Salisbury, for; 

Premium to Sarah King, for Geubes ee ene iw Writing, 

‘Premium to Caroline Whitmore, for Arithmetic 


Premium to Jane Toomy, for Ge : 
Premium to Frances Salisbury, (ie i he hah 
Premium to Caroline Furguson, for Readin, ‘ 


Premium to Rachel Whitmore, for Spelling and Arithmetic 


y for regularity, 


THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRING 
OF THE FOURTH DISTRICT SCHOOL Se 


Genriemen : I beg to submit to 
ee of the Fourth District Scho 
1848 : 


you the following as my Annual 


The number of female pupils similarly received and instructed...... ae 
Total number of pupils entered in the year... 5. 2.00020 005... 202 
The average of males per month has.been.......-- 22... eee eens s fin 
The average of females per month has been......-..-- 2-2... eseess 31 
General average of ‘the school......- $c BER OA PAI erie a 102 
The number of pupils classed as paying......-------+-+++s+eeeeeeee 60 
The number of pupils entered free.....------ ++ se eeee see eeeeeenee 142 
otal 2 a ee Rape. Same eer giclee Noel 202 


With respect to the character of the school during the past year, 
it is due to remark, that the majority of the pupils have been of the 
most elementary grade, a great many literally ABCdarians, so that 
with an exception of about 25 pupils on an average, the school might 
not be improperly termed a Primary one. 

The experience of another year has convinced me of the impera. 
tive necessity of ]aying down and unflinchingly carrying out more 
" stringent rules than those in force with regard to the regular and 
prompt attendance of the pupils on the school sessions. The code 
of regulations framed at the commencement of the present system 
placed the subject of prompt attendance, omitting altogether the mat- 
ter of regular attendance, wholly under the teacher’s control. This 
would probably be sufficient if the evil were ultimately referable to 
the delinquency of the pupil, which in a great many cases it really is 
not. What is wanted, is a means of control over those unthinking 


) SDL! 


Promptitude, and coher fae 0 


ol for the year ending 31st July, 


2852 


heads of families, who, often on the most. frivolous grounds, hesitate 
not to detain their children at home to an hour much later than the 
one appointed for the opening of the school. - 

That this evil, as well as the kindred one of irregular attendance, 
is not confiried to the 4th-District, or to this. city, 18 PoOven from, the 
amount of solicitude it has engaged in every community where. Pub- 
lic Schools have been. established, and records of their proceedings 
kept and published, The remedy pretty generally adopted am this 
country is, at first, temporary suspension, and for pertinacious’ tardi- 
"ness or irregularity, final expulsion. I would respectfully. refer you to 
the rules of the Baltimore City Schools on this head. ; 

Another matter requiring noticesaffecting, as lt very materially does, 
the practical efficiency of the school, is the loss and destruction of 
books by the pupils during their use at home for the purpose of study- 
ing evening lessons. These losses and defacements are ‘far too com- | 
mon, and require’ to be obviated by compelling, im such cases, a re- 
newal of the lost or injured property by the parent, of the party en- 
trusted With the same. A refusal by such parent to comply with this. 
reasonable and necessary demand, should be met with by a suspension _ 
of the pupil until due compliance. 

The correction of these irregularities will not fail, I think, to: place!" 
and keep this school on a ‘perfectly good footing, securing to the, pupils.,.. 
all the advantages of a regular and orderly progress, keeping the 
school work always.in place, and putting an end;to that palsying: dis- 
couragement which must ever attend the efforts of a teacher strug- 
gling with juvenile ignorance, and parental indolence; and: apathy, 
and unconcern. ~° Your obedient servant, ; pats 


HENRY HARDY, Principal Teacher. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


CITY OF WASHINGTON, 


Aveust 13, 1849. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLIC sCHooLs 


To the Board of Aldermen 
and Board of Common Council : 


GENTLEMEN : It is with no ordinary satisfaction that the Trustees 
of the Public Schools enter upon the task of submitting, in conformity 
with law, a report of the condition of the several Schools under their 
charge. 

The Trustees have just completed the examination of the several 
District and Primary Schools. In this work they were diligently 
and laboriously occupied during an entire week. These examina- 
tions were conducted publicly ; and, in general, furnished ample evi- 
dence of the capacity and fidelity of the several Teachers, the in- 
dustry and correctness of the pupils, and the salutary influence of 
the system which is now in operation. If, at any time, inaividuals 
may have entertained a doubt as to the efficiency or practicability of 
that system, their doubts must have been dispelled by the proofs 
which have increased and multiplied in the successive examinations 
and exhibitions which have just closed. The character of a doubt- 
ful experiment attaches no longer to the system itself, or to the 
schools which have been originated, and are now in operation, 
through the enlightened policy of the Councils of this city. 

And, without pretending to have attained any thing like perfec- 
tion, to have done every thing which might have been done, in ex- 
tending the benefits of popular education to the youth of our city, it 
is with a just pride that the statement is now made, that the past 
year has exhibited an improvement in all these respects, unsurpassed, 
in view of all the circumstances of the case, by the most highly 
favored cities of our country. 

The addition of ten schools to the four previously existing, em- 
bracing nearly one thousand additional pupils. within a single year, 
all the schools, (with one or two exceptions,) crowded with pupils, 
while multitudes are pressing for admission, is in the highest degree 
creditable to the wisdom and liberality of the Councils, and to the 
virtue and intelligence of the community. 

When the four Primary Schools recently provided for by law shall 
have been established, and the High School, which under the pro- 
visions of law, is to be established at a day not now distant, shall all 
have been put into operation, an admirable system of instruction will 
then be provided, which can readily be increased from year to year, 
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s and necessities of the people. _ The 
general plan of education which is 


to meet the increasing want 
t us than that which em- 


Trustees are nut aware Tay : 
better adapted to the state of things among f 
braces, Be Primary Schools, for the younger Ae Se me 
pupils, as far as practicable under the instruction of inte/lg Roe 
discreet female teachers; 2d. District Schools, aiyraag He 
rade of instruction, than that imparted in the former ; oa i 8 
High School, where the highest branches of education ae 
taught; and to which none shall be admitted except those % snes 
have passed through a regular course of study in the District 9¢ oe Fe 
and after careful examination as to their fitness by the Board 0 


Trustees. oO is te 
The Trustees have found no little difficulty in classifying the pupus, 
strict Schools, who by their ages and 


titled to such positions. At present 
there are a number of pupils in the Primary Schools who ought to be 
transferred to the District Scliools. This, however, is impossible, as 
the latter schools are already crowded to overflowing ; and these 

upils must either remain where they now are, or be deprived al- 
tocether of the educational benefits which have been provided. But 
while this state of things continues, the teachers in some of the Pri- 
mary Schools are obliged (receiving the limited salaries which they 
do) to teach precisely the same branches, and ina manner equally 
thorough, as those taught in the District Schools. The Trustees can 
see no remedy for this, at present, unless it be to allow to such 
teachers, in the Primary Schools, additional compensation. 

The Trustees avail themselves of the means afforded by the late 
examinations, of presenting, in detail, the present condition of each 
ofthe District and Primary Schools. They will name, first, the seve- 
ral District Schools, and then the Priinary Schools, in regular nu- 
merical order. 


so as to place those in the Di 
advancement in learning, are en 


FIRST DISTRICT SCHOOL. 


This school, at the corner of G and 14th streets west, has been 
under the management of Mr. and Mrs. Henshaw, and exhibited 
clear and decisive evidences of substantial improvement. The 
classes in reading, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geography. 
with the use of the maps, elocution, anatomy, physiology. and hy. 
giene, all acquitted themselves with great credit. An excellent a 
of anatomical plates has been loaned to this school by Mr. Farnbam; 
and the examination, in this particular branch, was conducted b a 
professional gentleman, (a member of the Board,) without Sane 
to the ordinary text books, and was highly satisfactory. The eloc 
tion of many of the pupils in this school is really admirable The 
eee aS ress eee of Mrs. Henshaw, exhibited 
atistactory evidence of the skill of the teacher, and the applicati 
and advancement of the pupils, in solid education The sa BS ounce 

girgeh tet Te s d - me course 
of examination was instituted here as in the other portion of the 
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school, and resulted in the entire satisfaction of the Trustees. In 
this portion of the school a number of beautiful specimens of mi 
neralogy were exhibited, procured and handsomely labelled by ‘ie 
pupils. Specimens of drawing, woisted, bead and other fancy work 
were exhibited. In this particular department this school is in Pa 
vance of either of the other public schools. The Trustees feel it 
incumbent on them to state, that, in addition to the services of Mr. 
and Mrs. Henshaw, the female portion of this school is favored with 
the services of Miss Henshaw, who gives instruction to the pupils in 
vocal music, and in the various branches of fancy work, specimens 
of which were exhibited. And all this service (devoting mornings 
and evenings, and Saturdays to this exercise) is rendered without 
any compensation whatever. In recording this fact, the Trustees 
desire to express their high appreciation of the generous public 
spirit of this young lady, and to tender to her their warm and grate- 
ful'acknowledgments for the favor which is thus rendered. 

The Trustees feel it their duty to remark, that this school-house 
continues in a wretched condition, notwithstanding all the efforts 
which have been made to render it comfortable. The want of suita- 
ble grounds in connection with this house has been long felt. The 
walls are damp and disagreeable, and the floors are in a state of 
rapid decay. It is extremely doubtful whether the pupils can be 
continued much longer in the room, with a proper regard to their 
health, unless, indeed, a large expenditure shall be made in its re- 
pairs. Even in that case, the property cannot be made to answer 
all the purposes which ought to be embraced in such a school. 
They have made application to the President of the United States, 
to allow the Corporation to purchase this property at a nominal sum, 
with the design, if this can be done, of disposing of it in such man- 
ner as will aid in the erection of a suitable building at some proper 
point within the district. From the kind answer given by the Presi- 
dent, the hope is indulged that this favor will be granted, and that 
at no distant day this school will be amply provided for. 

The Trustees have received information of the intention of Mr. 
Henshaw to resign his office as teacher in this school. They can- 
nct omit the occasion thus furnished to bear testimony to the faith- 
ful and efficient manner in which he has discharged his arduous du- 
ties during so many years. The Trustees part from him with sin- 
cere regret; and, in the new field of duty upon which he is about to 
enter, tender to him the expression of their acknowledgments for the 
past, and their individual wishes for his health. happiness, and pros- 
perity. 

At the last annual report, the number of pupils in this 

school was, males, 111; females. 30, - = 141 

The present number of pupils is, males, 84; females, 50, 134 


Showing a decrease since the last report of — - - 7 


6 


of exami- 

One hundred and seven pupils were present on te cane 

nation. The small decrease noticed SO Saath Hees * deitd lag 

schools which have been See and whic 

upils from this school. ae aac, 

Re ea asae in regard to the scholars Ne alee + 

this school, (and also in the other schools,) a to ‘% a teltslet 
plomas, &c., were awarded by the Trustees, they beg 


to the Appendix, marked C. 


SECOND DISTRICT SCHOOL. 


This school is situated on Judiciary Square, north ae ay ak 
Hall. ‘The male department is under the direction of LT. 4h : 
kins, assisted by Mr. lieMain. ‘The female department is In ¢ g 

: dolph. ‘ aie 
ae ance BeBe of pupils received into the Second yi 
School during the past term, was 383—females, 127 ; males, 256— 


total as above, 383. 


In the male department, the number on the roll is 111. Only 70 


i]s, however, were present on the day of examination. It was 
ey by the Principal teacher that the number of pupils attending 
during the month of July, was always smaller than during any other 
period of the year. A portion of the pupils in this department aa 
quitted themselves well, in the examination to which they were sub- 
jected. The progress of others was not satisfactory. It must not 
however be forgotten, that many of these pupils had been but a short 
time in the school, that their previous studies had been greatly 
neglected, and that more than one-third of the whole number admit- 
ted were not able to read on their admission into the school. 

The female department, under the control of Mrs. Randolph, num- 
bers 66 on its roll. Fifly pupils were present at the examination, 
and acquitted themselves most creditably. ‘The classes in spelling, 
reading, writing, geography with maps, and arithmetic, all gave 
evidence of rapid improvement. The order in this portion of the 
school was very excellent. Handsome specimens of useful and fancy 
needle and other work were exhibited. The Trustees were much 
gratified in their inspection of this portion of the school, and regard 
themselves peculiarly fortunate in having secured the services of this 
amiable and efficient teacher. The moral culture, as well as the 
mental improvement of the pupils is carefully guarded, and the man- 
ners of these pupils were highly commendable. 

A primary school cccupies a part of a room used by Mrs. Ran- 
dolph. The Trustees would recommend that a small sum should be 
appropriated fer the purpose of erecting a partition in this room, 
separating these two schools, for their mutual advantage. The pre- 
eee! ee ee eae sufficient ropa for both schools) com- 
Dvtheteinle : economy, and will be greatly improved 

ple measure here recommended. An appropriation is also 
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asked for the erection of a suitable cupola, or belfry, 
has been presented to the school by the Northern Li 
pany. 


for a bell, which 
berty Fire Com- 


THIRD DISTRICT SCHOOL. 


This school, so long and favorably known, situated on D street 
south, (Fifth Ward,) continues under the direction of Mr. McCor 
mick, who is aided by Mr. Goldsmith. This, like the district schools 
embraces pupils of both sexes. Number on the roll at present, 116, 
of which 100 were present'on the day of examination. Here the 
Trustees found the same admirable order, the same judicious course 
of discipline, and the same substantial improvement which have been 
manifested for so many years. The Trustees are not disposed to in- 
dulge in any thing like flattery, but they esteem it their duty-to say, 
that the progress of'the pupils in this school equalled their highest 
anticipations ; and, in some particulars, excited their astonishment. 
They were glad to find some branches of study introduced, which 
had been heretofore omitted, because of a want of time to attend to 
them in connection with others, which were supposed to be of more 
vital importance, The class in English grammar, (although but 
about two months engaged in its studies,) acquitted itself well. The 
first class in reading was the best which they met with in the course 
of their examinations; while that in arithmetic will at least com- 
pare favorably with any class which they have ever examined. The 
excellence of this class was manifested, first in the accuracy of the 
answers furnished to questions in addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division, in interest, in decimal and vulgar fractions, &c. &c.; and 
second!y, in the rapidity with which these various problems were 
solved. The Trustees do not refer particularly to questions proposed 
by the teacher, where, by a previous course of drilling the pupils 
might have been prepared to give the prompt and accurate answers 
which were furnished, but to those suggested by the examiners 
themselves, of which the scholars had no previous intimation what- 
ever, 

The school-house in this district is not regarded by the Trustees 
as suitable in its internal arrangements. The desks and seats are 
extremely inconvenient and uncomfortable. The Trustees recom- 
mend an appropriation which will enable them to place it in proper 
oye: FOURTH DISTRICT SCHOOL. 

This school is situated on Sixth street, in the Seventh Ward. The 
male department is under the control of Mr. Thompson, and the fe- 
male, of Mrs. Hinton. 

Number of pupils—males, 75; females, 66—total 141. 

There were present at the examination 69 males, and 59 females F 
total, 128—showing an absence of but 13 pupils; which, in most 
of the cases, was accounted for by the sickness of the pupils them- 
selves, or by sickness or death in their respective families. 
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: in readin 
The classes in the male department Ee ee in_pune- 
writing, arithmetic, geography, history, Eng ind Hh elocution, in all 
tuation, the suffixes and prefixes of words, e fie. Good Glee 
_ which the most commendable progress was © sre ani his duty to 
prevailed in the school. Mr. Thompson has yi! a nAtaWOROUrES 
the entire satisfaction of the Trustees, and tot b BM aed AGiSULL 
pupils committed to his care. This school apy Reel a ante anges 
Viable Nass nt excellent 


in its infancy. It has howeve k r 
able. eee and under the direction of its sie 
teacher, it promises to rival the best schools in a ci vee ce 

In the female department the same excellent order pr ek i ae 
like evidences of advancement were furnished. ‘ This yaks a hie 
school has been under the instruction of Mrs. Hinton for abo 


months—many of the scholars having only attended about ‘ee and 
a half months. They were examined in reading, ee aig 
phy, grammar, composition, &c., and in a]l these brane one ee 
tire satisfaction. The singing in this school was very exce ‘ ; ane 
added greatly to the interest of the occasion. A ae ne Z 

has been manifested by the teacher, for the improvement of her pv 
pils, which has been rewarded by great application and pro. on 
their part. Where teachers are intelligent, and take pleasure in 
their appropriate work, there jis little difficulty, generally, in eecuring 
the improvement of pupils. Where it is otherwise, and teaching i 
regarded as a mere drudgery, or is followed as the only means ¢ 

procuring a livelihood, it is little wonder that the progress of scholars 
is slow. 

In both these departments the Trustees found much to commend ; 
and they regard the appointment of both the teachers referred to, as 
being peculiarly fortunate for the interest of the pupils. The intro- 
duction of singing into the public schools of this city, is of recent 
origin ; and is believed to be highly beneficial in the influence which 
it exerts over the minds and hearts of the pupils. The Trustees 
would be glad to find this practice extended to all the schools. 

Having taken a rapid glance at the condition of the several Dis- 
trict Schools, the Trustees direct their attention, secondly, to the 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 


These schools commend themselves to the confidence and patron- 
age of the Councils and of the public. They answer, to the very 
highest extent, the expectations of the Trustees ; and while they are 
conducted at a cost comparatively small, are diffusing permanent 
good to a very large number of the youth of the city. The value of 
these schools is incalculable. If, until recently, they were regarded 
as mere experiments, all doubt as to their efficiency and applicability 
to the particular circumstances of this community, has vanished in 
the clear light of demonstration. They have sprung into existence 
as if by magic; and if their advent has not been announced by the 


ra 
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loud thunder tones which herald other 
enterprizes, their influence though noi 
the gentle dews which fall upon the ea 

The Trustees proceed to notice the 
order. 


great moral and intellectual 
€less, has been ag potent as 
Tth to fertilize and bless it 

se schools in their numerical 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. L 


This school was commenced Januar is si 

y 1, 1849. It 
Eighteenth street, near I street north; it is taught -by Mes biad os 
and is composed entirely of boys, nc ee 


: j many of whom, from their age 
and eae aaa in learning, ought to have a place in the Distrist 
chool. 


There are on the roll the names of 64 pupils ; of which 45 were 
present on the day of examination. They were examined in spelling 
reading, geography, arithmetic, grammar, writing, elements of ge. 
ometry, &c., and gave satisfaction. The order in the school was 
good. The qualifications of the teacher of this school, and the ser- 
vices which he renders, entitle him, in the judgment of the Trus- 
tees, to a higher amount of compensation than is now allowed. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. II. 


This school, in the basement of the Union Methodist Episcopal 
Church, on Twentieth street west, is taught by Miss Attridge, as- 
sisted by Mrs. Rodier. It was commenced in January, 1849, and 
numbers at present 132 pupils. . 

The examinations in all the usual branches of study, including 
geography, grammar, and natural philosophy, were very creditable. 
Specimens of fancy work were also exhibited. The same excellent 
order, observed in most of the other schools, was seen here. The 
pupils seemed to enter upon the task of their examination with 
pleasure. The examination in this school was more than usually 
rigid, in view of its primary character ; but that examination assured 


‘the Trustees of the ability and industry of the excellent teachers 


employed, and the rapid improvement of the scholars. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. III. 


This school is located on Eleventh street, south of Pennsylvania 
Avenue, in the hall of the old Washington Library. It was com- 
menced in January last, and is under the direction of Miss Wagga- 
man. ‘The pupils, throughout, sustained an excellent examination. 
The order in the school, the general appearance of the children, as 
well as their progress in learning, were all as satisfactory to the 
Trustees, as they were creditable to the excellent teacher. The 
roll numbers at present 68 pupils; and 57 were present on the day 
of examination. Miss Waggaman is rendering good service in her 
vocation. The Trustees found much to applaud in the management 
of this school. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. IV. 


This school was also commenced in January, 1849. It i a. 
in the basement of the Ninth Street Presbyterian Church, ( one " 
Smith’s,) by Miss Lucy H. Randolph. It numbers 82 pupils, 
which 70 were present on the day of examination. aii eM 

The classes in spelling, reading, geography with maps, @ aie 
and writing, all. gave satisfactory evidence of the ability a eet 
lent management of the teacher, and the capacity and. app. oh aie 
the pupils. Specimens of needle, bead and other fancy i ei 
presented, which were very creditable. The order in the é e 
was good, and its whole discipline, so far as the Trustees. cou : 


certain, was salutary. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. V. 


This school is taught in the basement of the Central ial tin Cape 
Church, (Rev. Mr. Gurley’s.) It was commenced in May last, an 
is composed entirely of boys. Mr. Kelly is the teacher. It num- 
bers 57 pupils; of which 50 were present at the examination. 

The classes were examined in the same studies as in the other 
schools, and acquitted themselves handsomely. In the examinations 
on geography with the maps, the pupils gave evidence of remarka- 
ble proficiency. The maps had been in the school but, ten or twelve 
days; but the answers were given with a readiness and accuracy 
worthy of all praise. The Trustees would not draw invidious com- 
parisons between the different schools of the city. It is no part of 
their policy to create unpleasant feelings between the teachers or 
the pupils of the respective schools. They feel it their duty, how- 
ever, in regard to this school to say, that the discipline in the school 
is superior to that of any other which they visited. This was, at the 
commencement, perhaps as uninviting a field as any other in our 
city; but, by a wise, prudent, and firm course on the part of the 
teacher, the pupils, in the course of a few weeks, have been made 
to exhibit the order and regularity of veteran and disciplined troops. 
Too much praise cannot be awarded to the excellent teacher of this 
school for the siccess of his efforts in this respect. The Trustees 
are impressed with the conviction, that Mr. Kelly, the teacher of 
this school, ought to receive a higher compensation than is now al. 
lowed by law. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. VI. 


This school is taught in the same room with that of the female 
department of the Second District school. It is under the charge of 
Miss Stanford, and was opened on the Ist December, 1848. It has 
numbered as many as 80 pupils at one time. There are on the roll 
at present the names of 71 pupils; although but 46 were present on 
the day of examination. This may have been owing, in part, to the 
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fact, that the examination occurred ‘ 

ed by the Trustees, in their pitaiaa dented et an that assign. 
ance on the examination of the pupils of Mrs Banden ees 
ment, and concluded to examine Miss Stanford's school ae ae 
time. The classes in spelling, reading, mental aitch inet cams 
and geography, gave satisfaction to the examiners and f mnieheg 
sufficient evidence of the ability and application of the aoe 
in charge of this school. Good order and neat Sat a 


F : ness were : 
and no doubt is entertained of the continued s dood 


uccess of the school. 
The Trustees repeat the recommendation already given, that an ap- 


propriation be made by which a partition can be erected in this 
school-room, separating the two schools now meeting there. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. VII. 


This school is taught on A street south, (Capitol Hill.) If was 
commenced on the 8th day of January, 1849, and is under the direc. 
tion of Miss Sherman. It numbers 65 pupils, of which 57 were 
present on the day of examination. 

- The examination in this school was not less satisfactory in all its 
details than that of the schools of similar character previously or 
subsequently visited by the Trustees. The singing of the pupils, 
their exercises in the simpler rules of arithmetic on the black board, 
their reading, knowledge of geography, &c., were all highly com- 
mendable. The teacher has earned for herself an enviable reputa- 
tion in the improvement of her pupils, and in the excellent order 
which is maintained in the school. The Trustees consider this one 
of the very best schools which has been established. 


a 
J PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. VIII. 


This school is taught in the basement of the Methodist P. Church, 
on Virginia Avenue, near the Navy Yard. It was opened on,the 
4th January last. Miss Bradley is the teacher, and is assisted by 
Miss Moss. It numbers 120 pupils; present at the examination, 
106. This school, like the preceding, measures up to the best hopes 
of the Trustees. In the examinations to which the pupils were sub- 
jected, entire satisfaction was given. No cause of complaint sug- 
gested itself to the Trustees, while the admirable order, the neat ap- 
pearance of the pupils, and their rapid and permanent improvement 
in all their studies, more than justify the confidence which the Trus- 
tees have reposed in the excellent and talented ladies who have 
charge of this school. The studies were found to be substantially 
the same as are pursued inthe first of the primary schools of-this 
city; and in all of them, the pupils were found to equal those in 
either of the other schools. The specimens of penmanship and of 
drawing were creditable ; and the singing of the pupils really excel- 
lent. Only one cause of regret exists, in relation to the schools in 
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city—they are crowded to overflow 8 
d to reject applications for see hae i 
pressing for admission, an a ven 
hich only two children from t :) : 
¢ schools, the Trustees have 


the eastern portion of the 
and the Trustees are oblige 
most every day. Scores are 
a rule has been adopted by w 


fami be admitted into the publi ei 
Pee CHiN Ds catet the pressing demands of parents eage! for th 


rent rustees 
admission of their children. The hope is UES by the tee die 
that the day is not far distant when the number of our Pe aol then 
will be sufficient to accommodate all who may caer Peas pith 
selves of their benefits. ‘The Corporate Seek A eee ore 
the greatest liberality in regard to this subject. No ‘ibn okt rd 
in any quarter, it is presumed, to retire from the: posi 


i ther and persevering 
now occupy, or to withhold our hands from fur st Beets 


to extend the benefits and blessings of our comm 
seed eau of our city. ae ayy pee eee: 
eafter be reared in our midst, ; 

half 69 ee as that which is to flow out from Hee ee f 
education and morality. A point has been reached from i Rca 
impossible for us to recede with honor to ourselves ; . Pee aeail 
of an enlightened public sentiment demands that the good wot Ren 
go onward, until every child in the community, pose ratd p i 
humble its condition, shall be furnished with the means of educa’ eee 

At this point, as well perhaps as at any other, the ea take 
pleasure in saying, in regard to aux the District and aes 
Schools, that they have every reason {o believe that the ceo Hf 0) 
are employed, are endeavoring not only to communicate knowledge 
to the immortal minds committed to their training, but, both by pre- 
cept and example, are striving to direct their pupils in the paths of 


morality and virtue. 
‘ 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. IX. 


This school is located in.the eastern extremity of the city, on 
Eleventh street. Like most of the other primary schools, it was 
commenced in January last. Mrs. Martin is the teacher. It num- 
bers 61 on its roll; and of that number, 58 were present on the day 
of examination. The studies were found to be substantially the 
same in this school, as in the other schools of the same character. 
The pupils acquitted themselves remarkably well’ throughout. Ex- 
cellent order prevails at all times inthis school. It is also worthy of 
remark, that since its organization, none have been suspended or ex- 
pelled, and no complaint of any kind has been made by those residing 
in the immediate vicinity as to the conduct of the pupils. This is 
highly creditable to the excellent discipline of the teacher, as well 
as to the morals and manners of the pupils. The pupils are con- 
sidered in good hands in regard to their mental and moral training. 
The exercises on the blackboard, in spelling and defining, in read. 
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ing and geography, were very creditable. [tj 

. 7 Ly t 
from its size, this school-room is not better adavery reretted that, 
nience of the pupils. Pted to the conve. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. x, 


This school is located on Thirteenth street, in the S 
and was opened January 8th, 1849, Mrs. 
There are fifty-one names on the roll, of whic 
were present on the day of examination. 
small children, and their attainments were 
studies all seemed to be imperfect. 
assigned for the defects which were prominently exhibited in thj 
school. The most of the children mredent had Tnsteche tinted 
advantages previous to their entrance into this school, and their at- 
tendance is frequently interrupted by unavoidable domestic arrange- 
ments at their respective homes; and in addition to this the health of 
the lady who has charge of it has been extremely delicate, and she 
may not have’ been able to urge on the progress of her pupils as she 
might have done under other circumstances. 


eventh Ward 
Southworth teacher, 
h only twenty-seven 
Most of these were ver 
extremely limited. The 
Two causes may possibly be 


The Trustees have thus brought to the view of the Corporate au- 
thorities, in as brief a manner as possible, the condition of the 
several schools, and will proceed to close this report as rapidly as 
possible hy a few general remarks. 

The paper herewith marked A, will exhibit the several amounts 
appropriated during the past year for the several Schools, together 
with the expenditures in the several districts into which the city is 
divided. For a more detailed statement reference is made to the 
report of the Treasurer, marked E, herewith submitted. 

Paper marked B is a statement of the number of pupils in the 
several schools compared with the number last year. And that 
marked C furnishes the names of the pupils in the several District 
and Primary Schools who have been most distinguished during the 
past year for good conduct, improvement in studies, &c., and to whom 
medals and diplomas have been awarded by the Trustees. 

In locating the Primary Schools, it was the object of the Trustees, 
as far as practicable, to place two of them in those Wards where no 
Public schools had been established, and one where such schools 
already existed. This was believed to be but a simple act of justice, 
meting out as far as possible an equality of advantages to every por- 
tion of the city. In carrying out this design they found great diffi. 
culty in procuring suitable rooms in proper locations. They have 
done their best in this particular, and they have furnished the several 
schools, as far as their limited means would justify, with whatever 
was found necessary for the comfort and advancement of the pupils. 

Great care was observed in the selection of teachers. Numbers 
presented themselves as applicants, and all were subjected to a tho- 
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rough examination in reference to their scholastic acquirements and 
their modes of government, of instruction and discipline, and the 
eneral philosophy of the profession of teaching. f 

The Trustees were fortunate in their selections; and with scarcely 
an exception, after a fair trial, express their perfect satisfaction with 
the manner in which their arduous duties have been performed. 

Mr. Hardy, the principal teacher of the Fourth District School, 
having resigned, the Trustees appointed Mr. John E. Thompson as 
his successor. Of the merits and qualifications of Mr. T. they have 
already spoken. The Trustees are warranted in cherishing confident 
hopes for the continued success and prosperity of this School, by the 
evidences which have already been given. 

Mrs. Southworth, at her own request, was 
District School to Primary School, No. 10. 

The Trustees have experienced considerable difficulty in the clas- 
sification of the pupils, and of the studies pursued respectively in the 
Primary and District Schools. It is impossible at present to remedy 
all the defects which are visible. In some of the Primary Schools 
were found boys too old to mingle with the girls attending the same 
schools, or to be subject to the female teachers, and yet not sufficiently 
advanced for the District Schools. To remedy this evil, the Trus- 
tees established two schools—one in the First, the other in the Se- 
cond District—for pupils of this description, under the care of male 
teachers. ‘These embrace Primary Schools Nos. 1 and 5. 

More attention ought to be paid to the classification of pupils than 
has hitherto been bestowed. The District Schools, to be properly 
efficient in preparing their pupils for the trades, calling, or profes- 
sions which they intend hereafter to adopt, ought to be relieved as 
far as possible from all those scholars who belong properly to the 
Primary Schools. The time of those teachers ought not to be taken 
up in teaching the simple elements which are equally well taught 
Cae less ane in the Primary Schools. ed 

e general designation of our schools i i 
mark, Although divided at present age ak Lae ard 
(prospectively) High Schools, they are all Public cohooleeahoe! 
sustained at the public expense, and designed alike for the Bai fit f 
all ranks and classes of the community. The Trustees sajott a 
find an increasing interest manifested in behalf of these sch Slee a 
ee bere perdount that the recent examinations and Rear ies 
fiver aH a anal to strengthen the public confidence and 

The paper marked D, herewi i . 4 
be area wee will be Seed aioe ee ape oe Ha 2B 

e schools already or; i ket ons O 
er a 

e Trustees have only in panclusian t 
Aston | to assure the Board of Al- 
and Board of Common Council of their readiness to co- 


transferred from Fourth 


2 Lic ds Jano “ D4 ornkgd 
s gt “ R A i a f Lae 


APPENDIX, 


_—— 


A. 


Appropriations for the support of the Publi 
penditures, for the year ending pee! the Ex. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
Balance remaining from former appropriations....,.. 
Appropriation by act of August 17,1848... ase $20 56 
by act of November 1, 1848... + 2,700 00 
by act of November 30, 1848... 1,000 00 
by act of February 10, 1849... 250 74 
by act of May 30, 1840............ re ee 


iations for th 
Total appropriath © PASE YEA. wares eeseeccesesscsesesees eee 88,674 63} 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid salaries of Principal Teachers of four District Schools......... $3,100 00 
of Assistant Teachers in four District Schools. ee 1075 06 


Principal Teachers of Primary Schools......... i 1,187 49 
Assistant Teachers in Primary Schools............. : 153 j1 
Secretary of Board of Trustees to June 30, 1848.... 50 00 


Paid rent of Primary School rooms and lot, &...........:..seeceeeeeeees 213 50 
arrears of salaries to Assistants per act of November 30, 1848... 250 744 
Fuel for District and Primary Schools..................cccecseeeeeseee 161 05 
Books and Stationery : 343 62 
Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees.............. cc.se0e 50 37 
Seats, desks, fixtures, and contingencies for Primary and District 

Schools, including incidental repairs, pay of scavengers, maps, 


globes, sawing wood, stoves, pipes, &c., &c.......... .. seseeeeee B1,100 94 
Total expenditures...........-¢---.-+ee0e+0 eek ~:~ eRe a $7,685 884 
Balance of appropriation on hand— 
‘On account of ‘Assistants in District School:........+..-.-+-.--++ $174 94 
Teachers in Primary Schools.........----. 62 51 
Assistant Teachers in District Schools... 13 56 
four additional Schools.......-...-+.--++++++ ... 561 66 
rent of rooms, books, fuel, &c......-..-.0+-+++++ *176 08 
——__ 988 75 
$8,674 634 


For a more detailed statement reference is made to the account of the Treasurer 
‘of the Board of Trustees, herewith transmitted. 


*There are some outstanding bills for rents, &c., sufficient to absorb this item. 
~ 
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B. 


he several District and 


ing the number of pupils in t 
Statement showing the n of P r during the preceding 


Primary Schools, compared with the numbe 


year. 


No. or Purirs 
AT PRESENT. 


No. or Purits 
LAST YEAR. 


Scnoors. 


Decrease. 
~ 


DC ER ae eee ES. SEE TS 

Firét District School ...........2+:)e00++" 

Second do do anes 

Third do do 

Fourth do GO... steve dabvedattnes 

Primary School, No. 1 Soca {Pee estes bte 
do do-. NO. Qavececsvese}evewss 


do do. No. 7.... 
do do No.8 
do do No.9.... 
do Mo: NO 1Obe a.s.8] on cee 
Whole number of Pupils last year...........-....-+.005+ 465 
do do At preset. cc... scesccesvatsestlpIeO 


Increase during the past year...........6.....00...2. 864 


Actual increase in the District Schools during the year, 93. 


Whole number in District Schools, August 1, 1849... 558 
do Primary Schools, do fener GAL 


Total embraced in Public Schools..........2+....+« 1,329 
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C. 


Award of Premiums in the several District and Primary Schools 
by the Trustees, July, 1849, 


Frast Distaicr Scnoor.—Male Department, 


Silver Medal—James Croggan. 
Diplomas—Charles Davis, Robert Lehman, William B i 
Henry Croggan. Y town, Edward Sipe, and 
Female Department. 
Silver Medal—Ann Emma Barron. 


Diplomas—Susan B. Clokey, Mary Kavanaugh, Amanda J i 
Henshaw, and Ann E. Collins. ; Fined cela ao! 


Szconn Distrier Scnoor.—Male Department. 
Silver Medal—Charles Matlock. 7 
Diplomas— William D. Kurtz, John G. Robinson, Edgar P. Cooper, William 
Magee, and Samuel Forrest. 
A premium was awarded to John C. Caton for his punctual attendance, having 
been present every day of the term without missing a single roll call. 


Female Department. 
Silver Medal-—Laura Peddicord. 


Diplomas-- Margaret J. Moore, Eliza T. Ward, Francis E. Hoover, and Vic- 
toria Hill. 


Tarnp District Scaoor. 


Silver Medals—Samuel W. Bradley, James C. Cross, Elizabeth E. Acton, and 
Isabella Acton. 

Diplomas --Madison Davis, John F. Maddox, Ann M. Acton, Sarah T. Ed- 
wards, Louisa Goldsmith, Ann R. Grimes, John Goodrich, and Joseph Morris. 


Fourts District Scaoor.—-Male» Department. 


Silver Medals--John W. Pegg and Joseph L. Pearson. 

Diplomas--James Wise, George W. Pearson, William S. Hall, and. William 
Cookman Hutchins. 

Premiums were also awarded to William Gray, Charles Prentiss, John M. 
Young, M. Pyles, Stephen Gill, and Dennis McCarthy. 

* Female Department. 

Silver Medals--Sophia H. Wright and E. Ashdown. 

Diplomas--Mary E. Pierce, A. Grindall, Louisa Westerfield, and Mary E. 
Jones. 

Premiums—Elizabeth Prather, Sarah E. Ray, Ellen Toomey, and Jane Angell. 

Premium ( Poetic Heart_) for excellence in Elocution to Fanny Wright. 


sd Prranx Scuoor, No. l. 


Silver Medals --Henry A. Fling, and Samuel V. Leach. 

Diplomas--William H. Sterling, Albert A. Wilson, William D. Lindsey, Ed- 
gar Ashton, Hugh Bucharn, Samuel P. Devaughn, William M. Gaither, and John 
L. Bentzler. 
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Primary Scoot, No. 2. 


Clarke: 
nd a Taylors Mary Magness, 


a Dorsett, and Rebecca 


added, but 
they could 


Silver Medals—Elizabeth M. Devaughn a 
Diplonas—Susam Wilson, Julia A. Cross, Men 
Chloe Doreman, Mary Joyce, Isabella Edwards, Laur 
ah cht to have been 

This list is imperfect. Several other names oug ha a 
sete the aashee of the Teacher, and the loss of the original list, 


not be ascertained. ] 
Prixanx Scoot, No. 3. 


i dal--Jane Williams. ae: 
DiplomasaSasin Botelét Marian Proctor, Chas. Weaver, and Margaret King 


Primany Scoot, No. 4. 


i —Virginia Phillips. 
Sitrras Georgiana McGill, Sarah Kidwell, Martha Sherwood, and Deborah 
C. Mankin. ‘ 
Primany Scuoot, No. 5. 
Silver Medal—George E. Wood. ; 
DinlomasGGeatge W. Boose, Geo. Miles, Columbus Thorn, Wm. H. Wil- 
liams, and George Daugherty. * 


Primary Scuoot, No. 6. 


Silver Medal—Indiana Hoover. : : 
Diplomas—Ellen Warwick, Susan A. Banks, Margaret Picken, and Melinda 


Brooks. 
Primary Scroot, No. 7. 


Silver Medal—Ellen Higgins. ‘ 
Diplomas—Mary Murphy, Edward Grinder, John Jones, and Elmira Merryman. 


Parmanry Scuoot, No. 8. 
Silver Medals—Mary E Simms and George McAlbee. 
Diplomas—Margaret Castell, Geo. McAlbee. Ella Fields, Elmon Adams, Chas. 
Carroll, Anne Little, Rebecca St. John, James Cook, and Margaret Simons. 


¥ 


Primary Scuoor, No. 9. 
Silver Medal and Diploma—Mary Jane Murphy. 
Ee Diplomas— William Edelin, Mary Ann Padgett, Isabella McFarland, and John 
ewis. 


Priwanr Scuoot, No. 10. 


Silver Medal—Mary McCarty. 
Dorner 2 Orrison, John Walker, Elizabeth Orrison, and Margaret 


Besides the Medals and Premiums, the Trustee: ¢ istri : 
ber of Uards of Merit in each of fe ee eo ee 
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D. 


Estimates for the year ending June 30, 1850, 


Salaries of four Teachers of four District Schools... 
of five Assistant Teachers in do 
of fourteen Teachers of Primary Schools. 


«++ $3,000 00 


1,250 00 


of two Assistant Teachers in do ¢ i w 

of Secretary for year ending June 30, 1849. ES 50 00 

of Secretary for year ending June 30, 1850... 150 00 

Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees.............. 100 00 

Seats, desks, and repairs in Third District School.. 300 00 

Rentrofs Primary: Schdolg.i. 3,942. cgcaess. qeogdeayidsevesndunovelvcdeve oth 540 00 

Belfry and partition in Female Department of Second District School 100 00 
Fuel for District and Primary Schools, books and stationery, pay of 

scavenger, rent of lot in First District, incidental repairs, &c.* 1,210 00 

$10,600 00 


*Made up as follows, viz :— 


Pay of Ssaveagets in iohadiing twenty-five boxes 112 50 
Cutting wood, carrying in coal, glazing, inciden- 

tal repairs, ae ponies furniture pale and 

COMM ZENCIES ya s7 sce cevee cous sdeas hcesetecccerese 32 OU 


$1,200 00 


George J. Abbott, 


Treasurer of t 


22 
E. 


with the Trustees. 


1848. ReczIpTs.— 
Oct. 1 |To balance received from the former Treasurer of the 
First District School as per last School Report..----+ 
To balance received from the Treasurer of Third Schoo 
‘strict as per last Report.-...++++-+2s777* 1 
“yess seal on teas from the Treasurer of 
Fourth School District...--++++++- +++ 059207 7) 
Oct. 7 |To Mayor's draft... ...-ceeeeer coer sen TT! 
Dec. 9 do Bh) Gade Cob OTRO SHOU UOYUO ND eis asia 
Jan. 3 do BiiuoGecabe ad bouaoUOUD SppUGEUS RYU 
Feb. 17 do Fico itdicn sadebucoteim ape T ACOs ARSE 
April 4 Pit NSF) ste cen cities diag apace 
do 21D clog dd qondnacsoepDyaoezaweNS 9S 
do BP a ue bono nbd OU Se LUO ROU QO DONS 
May 1 do FRY UBe waa souosoawocun spe dN oReduE ILO 
June 2 do Fy ies nao uO BOON OLE WIDOOQOOOIVE 
To Mayor's draft to Jno. France for rent....+--++++++ 


ExpENDITURES:-— 


1848 

Oct. 1 S)iSimeracher......0.--00e sorts D. 2 

Nov. 21 Af Lin (ucudoaocedse op So SOU Nay Soh do 

Oct. 11 PAR Grays cen toe e sclera do 

21 James Skirving......-+---++--ese0ertett do 

Noy. 21 F, L. Martin... 22... 0505s ees e tees do 

19 James Taylor.......-2+--2++5 0 ere rate dO 

Sept. 30 J. Turner...-..-2scscereceret ecco sees do 

Dec. 1 J, Tumersosscs cece s ceils nie sie do 

Sept. 25 W. Q. Force... 2.2.2.2 ee ces see cer ees do 

Oct. 1 George Harvey.....-.---+--++++-- Wasac0| 

7 J. Stephenson... ...--++--22+seeeree eee do 

Nov. 7 JOB Nealets ave cose ace scce seas do 

Oct. 21 SsMollen ts - sx... Sire eicieet emer reilesto do 

Jan. 1, 749 | A. Green.........----- see reeeeee eee do 
Oct. 20 J. Pomphrey..... 0-2. s22--eesceecsces D. 4 

1 IT Se Prather saree se aicieiarels = stetetletei-t do 

Oct? = ACA TAI: MESN eale te caerelctic «cies oleielns cfsictelsysie do 
Feb. 12 WAYS Baylynciets cieetoicne vieieeoielstsieicl~ 5, D1 

6 — Richardson... .......-....csccceess do 

Oct. 1 Solo. Henshaw onc ewe ss sls sve ees sie do 

Feb. 7 IR: Farnhamiytovcnre cctetecyeiace « cfevstelorarere store do 
Do el eR Peed D. 2 
Oct. 31 Addison & Cockerell..........-...----- D. 3 

Jan. 18 Methodist Church................+...- do 
Ja HAMEED CY ae elataes stoke Tolale etcinsectoin’ wraters Tete 

Ge Je AbbOE, .\. sc ctotiele oorrietenies . do 

J: Radcilie, ... goatee eee do 

8 As Tathtlaiy aa och ce oe ok do 

Feb. 1 A Landay caayutiee seaee eee do 


Carried forward....|...... 


he Board of Trustees, an 


2 account 


$2,045 56 


See ee ee 


$ 


_ 
HOD WR Oe 


oo 


VeKHDenoaw 


$223 


00 
00 
50 
25 
86 
75 
00 
623 
90 
31 
00 
37 
50 
50 
87 
50 
15 
25 
50 
50 
81 
27 
50 
00 
7 
50 
50 
50 
00 


72} 


i) 


so 
Eis ait 
o 

Nor 


= 

> 

~ 
azar 


= 
Sy 
=~ 


et 
5 
Ooeowwsy 


5 
Se 

Wd 
wwnoornr 


ww 
om 


Edw. C. & G. F. Dyer 
Eig Ge Carricon tw iuisc saan 
Dufief & Entwistle 
Fo BRVIDG www 406 v ive vin sesi des thio 
George Watterston 
Martin & Wright 
W. H. Harrover. 
J. W. Baden 


KE Hughes......... . ah 
George Collard 
Do 


C. A. Bradley 
BAM Roberts... 060 see sera Se 


WN. M: -McGregor® .:. 20-0 oe onde 
Re Os Clarke. G00. 00s 02 2s eae. ab 
Ducker &* Despeass.).) Succs ot opel. 
Re.Ct Clarke... crasc sda sen ae ae 
Downer &: Whitney 4.77220 erste lee 
J, Holbrook ysis c co= te tele eee oes 
Washington Library Company.. ......... 
George J. Abbott 


RSE W 00d en trenas tieiancte acto rnae ad 


Carried forward... . 


$663 14 


id 
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Brought forward abO \Pe2e $ cone 


1849. 
Mar. 31 
21 


June 


os 


John Smith...-----00007 77" 
William Harrover...- +777" **" 


D. Hauptman & Sons..-- +++ 7°" "" 7" 
J. L, Henshaw. ...evese os eet 


Doe ae ee 


OQ. Frisch...-+---- eee woe ee 
Shattuch & Co., freight, &c.-.--+-**77"* 
Do do 


ay MN oltes Se eee eos ec eens 
TAIRA ANE choo bob So SUdOS SUE HNIC 25 
Tomas | Weewisee rcs == <n ceicce 
RERBETR ichey sicfeeelas le oe aaa 
EN Harvey ere lee emesis icin ieee 
Josiah Halbrook sce ee sete oe se ces eas 
J. L. Henshaw.....-----se+esst ert 
Josiah Holbrook.....---++-s++++e0ec""" 

D0. Deteelerste ierays worn) ariaavelsicse 
Franck Taylor.....--.-++-sseesctrtrtt* 
Thomas Marche....-------++-*+79***"* 
Franck Taylor......------+2eststctt ttt 

hoe Sc SESS ROOD sEc con eeerad 


A. Lindsay..... .0----eesscereecrree* 


Martin & Wright........-2---++--220 
John Dewdney......---+-+-+eeertreee 
De Rolf, maps......---+-+e2+-eeererree 
George J. Abbot......--2-+--2+seecreeee 
W. WY Davis.......-.-02 eee cece eees 


Carried forward.... 


P. 9 
P. 10 12 50 
4 4 00 
Pp. 10 3 50 
Pp. 10 28 72 
Pp. 1 9 50 
Pp. 5 20 00 
Pp. 6 20 00 
D. 1 5 62 
do 7 44 
P.9 2 26 
P.7 2 00 
P. 8 2 00 
P. 9 2 00 
Pp. 8 1 75 
P. 1 21 08 
P. 2 21 08 
P. 3 21 08 
Pp. 4 21 08 
P. 5 21 08 
P. 6 21 08 
P. 7 21 08 
P. 8 21 08 
p. 9 21 08 
P. 10 21 08 
P. 2 623 
Pp. 3 624 
do 2 00 
P. 8 15 
D.3 2 00 
do 2 80 
D. 4 76 
do 1 00 
do 7 25 
D. i 30 33 
do 4 50 
do 12 50 
D. 2 2 00 
P. 4 2 00 
D. 4 24 72 
D. 3 3 00 
do 50 
D. 2 4 50 
Tes ul 6 25 
do 9 50 
do 9 25 
do 6 25 
do 2 50 
P. 2 5 00 
do 20 00 
do 4 25 
do 9 75 


oe aeee[ 1,184 82 


25 


1849. 
Mar. 20 
May 11 
Jan. 5 
May 1 
April 10 


June 28 


Jan. 31 
June 14 


13 
Mar. 13 
30 
April 10 
Mar. 30 
Feb. 3 
20 


April 3 
Feb. 7 
June 4 

30 
July 2 
May 29 
June 21 
May 12 

30 
July 9 


y 

iJ 

S 
me On 


Brought forward. . 5 


Rush. Sintines Visser aee eae ee Be 
Dyer & Ooxis sega ae eee ve 
Downer & Whitney d 3 
Josiah Holbrook........1.. 7” DE 
Dep a oie er neee 
Havwlays Se! Co's. sprain. ee Sabato bl P. 4 
pea ae a ac LCE t 
PGF A aii ROTA Peclemantcla ae P.5 
OsjPelton: 7552 yas: Pao Me D. 3 
Hawleyi& Coir seni pasneaeon IEP AY 
Do APs ee eres 
Do enn 5 cst. bor acitac ots oa, P. 9 
MrsyAndersonsiscaat task ie eee C.F. 
=—— James (colored) cixevielss dtaasaduscee do 
Ba Sa Radclifien x20 nasty oon sehen nee do 
=——) Wood Watds anes aaa a crqtranen ate do 
Mri: Mudd). . occ suede deena nee: do 
George l. Abbot.s1 i.) ulens a. gaan P. 2 
GT. McGlue.sif4 ae vcesomoat ihasoe Pail 
DG" cesta erat taco oer eae P. 2 
Gedrgord , Abbotseusasiscsncet fae Pp. 1 
Orns ne hackass cosgid todas Pat 
Joeialy Holbrook. «.'< «esses dae Ac tog eee Pit 
George: Js) Abbotts) ..3s7135 sists ak dee as P. 3 
Josiah Holbrook «<< 00 ts scctjaasiece he « D. 2 
James Gaither « «55/175 010,52 Pas 
James Homan............ P.9 
Thomas Lewis D. 4 
George Collard P. 8 
JohnH. Wilson eis... Sadia Xone we pee D. 4 
Robert Farnhanty, . 1<:. <a\. « <icco Pdactods 6 D. 3 
D6 Se SoS F aes CARE: a P. 8 
Benjamin E. Green P.7 
John Smiths. '< scict ges cic felch ipa ae a P. 9 
I PAV att Res wick .:s 111 oic)aiaidoiaieaaietets oi D. 3 
=e JOshuas. «5:05 5 4 Se nails onc qn noite i Ve i 
Robert Farmbham. - < 5-022 <ccec-scigqde LAL 
JN ereeeee cer peouecetcoseee Pat 
pedi Cres ere ceca eeoreececceecuree C. F. 
Tayloriic-Mauty arorcice aistsictat sites -iria'= <1 do 
Jobin: Francesaen cieriocs cesses scien em canis DI 
P. Watkins..... Wary ecttny aaa cea tsi ape P. 2 
Franck: Taylor.....-..--+++-+s-s++-e0 D. 1 
James: Galthevets aes au.a nidialol's © Swine elas Pol 
A. Lindsay..........cescceseeceeseeee do 
Seo No. 171Ss ce acc ccteer ss ccceeans ; 
Joseph L. Savage eee 
James Gaither..........-..+-. 


+ |rseel $1184 gg 


4 50 


— 2 
VOPR WRWOHRNWHWONNMHDDDODD 
@ 
an 


_ 


Worn” 
on 
i—) 


~ wy 
aww oPwaa@ 

S 

o 


..| $1,533 693 
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... 81,533 694 


1849. 
June 30 


Brought forward....- ai F 
Robert Farnham.......-+-+eseeerertt? “ 5 
City Library Company. ..-++++-++- +0777" x 
George J. Abbot....+-++++s+seer eects . 
Barnes & Mitchell........---+-+02 ee0' 44 
Colored boy by-G. J. A....---seeer reese 0) 
Do. ws seas aphns tis aise ecevsperetrrngs => do 
Robert Farnham.......--.--- SoA Se tiod Dil 
DO s*~ so cst eerste eves cose os D. 2 
Dota s 1+ Geet 0318 bios seis sieisieies D. 3 
Domine se thins srk D. 4 
Do iy, 3 
1S SESSA SahcoHoo dao OOUG P. 2 
DO == 2+ 2m teieratatstefelers'e slo vee > aor oGel bls) ae 
Dos series i ticissbs ee te ale clelies 3 P. 4 
IDO wesw aah eee terete + reps spare P. 6 
DO. + eS eee idee cece. = secs Pe 
Dows ie nies sts Fctakee 960 3 4 oe 36 P0 
James Nevitt. cu... esebesscce cocesnece Dal 
School Cards by George J. Abbot........ P. 10 
Hawley & Co., maps, &c..++..--..++-+-- do 
Hershey... 2822.2 s ists eee see e ne P. 4 
John: Smiths 2.122528 0 tet ths os case cee P. 8 
John Purdy: <.%2% 72 titer ech ehpees ess ses P. 4 
James Gaither, 2.221225 22 22th ce ote ot Sage.) 2 
John Harry & Co... se. .e esse cece see D. 3 
Jin Oi *Nealo.z: .siesin's dc ts23. 42 te teenies Pp. 4 
—$—" Tracy. : isa. ictnstseeate teeemesice D.4 
Yohn: Wilson: = +25253%24226t20tee ee see . | do 
Hawley & Co...........2.050- A, ey eaup 
Shusters .s222.232232206 ees cee YDS 
——— Cockrell’s: 2222.22 2%2% somees cote dD. 4 
ou. Muller, Wess r5ss $it tt its ge wees Cc. F. 
Josiah Holbrook. .............000.000ee D. 2 
Settemate: 2552252522 2t2202 nme D: 2 
T. 'Thornley: : 323222222322: s 22a. D. 3 
Robert Farnham, (See No. 196).......... P. 3 
Pobalance..2)3/:2 52653222. 0tae ee 


T have examined the accounts 
of Trustees of the Public School 


Approved : 


6 78 
15 00 
2 50 
215 

50 

624 
7 16 
6 35 


32 42 
26 77 
15 92 
18 46 
22 32 
15 40 
6 61 
3 37 
33 30 
1 87 

85 
10 05 
10 00 
15 00 
3 50 
2 00 
6 25 
9 50 
4 00 
1 25 
9 65 
50 


$2,045 56 


Aveust 14, 1849, 


P. F. BACON, 
J. VAN RESWICK. 


of Geerge J. Abbot, Esq., Treasurer of the Board 
s, and found them to be correct as above rendered. 
R. FARNHAM. 


N\ 
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Summary of moneys placed in the Treasurer's hands, an 
sources derived. pand from what 


Do dd Fi, Thitd Diattloesaagataled to: © eee ete 
Do do Fourth; Districts. /s1\er8s oan coe ee 3 a 
By the appropriation of August 17th, for fuel, books, and stationery, 
and contingencies for District Schools 


ier Saree) ODEO ONG DELP OCU EL EEO OCET OOP ce bie nee 1,000 00 
By the act of February 10, 1849, for rent of lot in the First District, 

fuel, books, stationery, incidental expenses, and additional fur- 

niture of Primary School Rooms.............sseeeeeeeees 550 00 
Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees 


Total amount placed with Treasurer. ... 
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F. 
ENACTMENTS RELATIVE TO SCHOOLS. 


nd authority to 


(The Corporation of Washington shall have power a ee Bible 


5 ee HA 
vide for the establishment and superinten 
BeHoale: and to endow the same.—Acet of Congress, May 15, 1820. 


with a sense of the inseparable connection between the 


Impressed nce of pure morals, with the duty 


education of youth and the prevaler 
of all cones to place within the reach of the poor as well as 


the rich the inestimable blessings of knowledge, and with ue =f 
necessity of establishing at the seat of the General CO laa 
proper seminaries of learning, the City Councils do pass an 

establish and endow a perman 


th in the city of Washington. Bis, : 
secrio Bunerintenlencs of Public Schools within the city of Wash- 


ington, shall be placed under the direction of a Board of Trustees, 
chosen from among the residents of the city. The Board shall ap- 
point a Treasurer. They shall have power to receive donations, 
and to vest and apply the funds placed under their care in such a 
manner as they may see fit, not inconsistent with the acts of the 


\.Council.— Approved, December 5, elles 


—The act of July 17th, 1824, appropriates five hundred dollars for 
preparing a building, on square numbered. 253, for the use of the 
school in the first school district, and for other purposes. Said build. 
ing having been granted by the President of the United States for 
that object. 

By the 2d section the Mayor is authorized to rent to the best ad- 
vantage, for the use of a school, the Western Academy, situated on 
square 127, and the amount of rents received therefrom shall be 
placed to the credit of the First, Second, and Third Wards, in equal 
proportions. 


The act of July 27th, 1826, in compliance with the requisitions of 
the Charter, and agreeably to certain resolutiops passed by the Cor- 
poration and approved by the President of the United States, the 
sum of $40,000 is appropriated, solemnly pledged and set apart for 
endowing the Public Schools of Washington. 

The Mayor is authorized and required to purchase Corporation 
and other safe stock, bearing an interest of not less than six per 
centum per annum, to be kept vested continually and forever afier, 
by the said Mayor, for the support of Public Schools. 


By the act of February 25, 1833, the Mayor is authorized and re- 
quired to purchase, annually, for the school fund, to be set apart 
forever for the endowment and support of Public Schools in the city 


ent institution for the education of , 
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of Washington, Corporation, or other safe stock, bearin ‘ 

of not less than six per cent. per annum, with ite ie Interest, 
which may remain to the credit of said fund over Hee 
amount appropriated in each year for the support of Public Sekai 


By act of Congress of May 17, 1848, the Corporation shall hay 
power to lay and collect a school tax upon every free white male sith 
zen of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, of one dollar per 
annum ; also, to lay and collect taxes for the support of Public 
Schools. 

Section 9th of the same act provides, that the school tax levied 
and collected in pursuance of the powers in that act given, shall con. 
stitute a fund, to be added to any other fund now or hereafter to be 
constituted by any act of the Corporation, for the establishment and 
support of common schools, and for no other purpose, under such re- 
gulations as may from time to time be established and provided for 
by the Corporation. 


An Acr to increase the number of Public Schools in the City of 
Washington, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council of the City of Washington, That, from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, the city of Washington shall comprise four i ublic 
School Districts, to be divided as follows, viz: All of the First Ward 
and that part of the Second Ward north of the Canal shall constitute 
the First School District; all that part of the Third Ward north of 
the Canal shall constitute the Second School District; the Fourth 
and Sixth Wards and that part of the Fifth Ward east of the Canal 
shall constitute the Third School District; and all the residue of the 
city, being that part south and west of the Canal, shall constitute the 
Fourth School District. 

Sc. 2, And be it enacted, That immediately after the passage of 
this act, and annually thereafter, commencing on the first Monday of 
October, eighteen hundred and forty-five. there shall be elected, in 
joint meeting of the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council, a Board of Trustees, consisting of three persons from each 
School District, who, with the Mayor for the time being as President 
of said Board, shall have the management of all the Public Schoo s 
in the city of Washington. The said Board shall continue in office 
until their successors are chosen. It shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the joint meeting of the two Boards to notify the Trustees of 
their election, and also to communicate to the Mayor a list of their 
names within two days after every election. 

Src. 3. And be it enacted, That the Board of Trustees appointed 
in accordance with the foregoing section, shall assemble at the City 
Hall on the first Monday after their election, or some early day 
thereafter, (of which due notice shall be given by the Mayor,) and 
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shall organize themselves. In case the Mayor shall be absent, or 
be unable to preside at any of the meetings of the said Board, a Pre. 
sident pro tempore shall be elected by the members present. The 
gaid Board may appoint a Secretary, who shall keep @ journal of all 
their proceedings, and perform such other duties as the rules of the 
: Board may require. He may be allowed for his services 4 compen- 
sation not exceeding fifty dollars per annum, payable out of the school 
fund. One half of the whole number of ‘Trustees shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business ; but a less number may ad. 


journ from day to day. 

Suc. 4. And be it enacted, That the said Board of Trustees shall 
have power to appoint all teachers and assistant teachers which may 
be authorized by law, and the same to change at pleasure; to pre- 
scribe the course of studies and the books to be used in the schools ; 
shall make and execute such by-laws and rules and regulations for 
the management of the schools as they may deem necessary and 
proper, and the same to alter, amend, or abrogate at pleasure ; to fill 
up vacancies that may happen in their own hody between two an- 
nual elections, and to determine upon, do, and transact all business 
and matters appertaining to said schools, agreeably to their by-laws 
and regulations, and subject at all times to the laws of the Corpora- 
tion. They shall cause an annual examination of all the Public 

Schools to be held in the month of July, on such day as they ma 
from time to time appoint, and shall make a wrilten re sit 68 che 
Board of Aldermen and Board of Common Council andhudy, on "e 
about the first Monday of August, giving a full account of their pro- 

ceedings for the past year, the condition of the several schools, th 
number of pupils of each sex, with the studies ursued e id é i d 
whatever suggestions from time to time the bd arg rat 
for the better accomplishment of the objects “f thi ae P shall 
give such information as the two Board ith TE aaLNGaEA 
Rnimevcalltioe rds, or either of them, may at 

Sxc. 5. And be it 
in addition to the er abe Ieee ave by it Pa gh ease 
themselves into four separate Bub. Boagds f Taig eal Haymes 
tical supervision over the Public Schools a ie Pie A Ane aes 
jurisdiction severally, subject at all tim 4 ; h 2 ea arta toeB aa 
Np Pascoes Thestctdlect bawkae ay : o the control of the Board 
dethiolrenthlive echotl-lioasskaain’? all meet at least once a month, 
ed by themselves, and shall eens ehh ae pt dad aay 
pal teacher of the transactions of the ae Sos ug un plied 
Pi the tierhichnGS URMGY. ahd ll: WHO e school, the studies pursued, 
one or dismissed from the school oa Ra i be pa oN 
es ? a. 
sai Wie iG to cop eieumna} of phety sieeaatinase Gua hae 
Sec. 7. And be it enac i % 

ally bythe Board of rece sa there shall be appointed annu- 

Public Schbals. who ch e male teacher for each of the sai 
’ all be the principal th said 
pal thereof, and who, during 
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his continuance in office, shall have charge i Th 2 
of the sub-boards of Trustees reepectively) {enbieet to the direction 
appurtenances thereof, and shall take due care for its Mee ee 
and the said teachers shall strictly conform to such rules and ie ae 
tions as may be prescribed by the Board of Trustees aa before ny 
tioned. ‘The said teachers shall respectively receive, as a com ae 
gation for their services, a salary not exceeding the rate hist ht 
hundred dollars per annum, payable monthly: Provided, That such 
compensation shall be subject to a reasonable deduction for any loss 
of time or absence from duty. 

Suc. 8. And be it enacted, That all white children, between the 
age of six and sixteen years, within the respective School Districts 
aforesaid shall be admitted into the schools, and shall be taught upon 
the most approved methods of imparting common school instruction. 
The male and female pupils shall, as far as practicable, be kept 
separate during the school hours, and shall have different places as. 
signed them for recreation: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to prevent the children from one district 
from being received into the school fiom aay other district. 

* P * * * * * * 


Suc. 11. And be it enacted, That the Board of Trustees shall 
annually furnish to the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council, estimates of the amount which may be necessary for the 
payment of the teachers and assistant teachers, for the purchase of 
books and stationery, and for all other contingent and necessary ex- 
penses of each of said schools; aad it shall be the duty of the two 
Boards to make provision by law for the payment of all such salaries 
and other necessary expenses out of any money to the credit of the 
School Fund; and all such appropriations shall be subject to the 
order of the Board of Trustees, from time to time, as the same may 
be required, to be properly disbursed, and for which receipts shall in 
every case be taken, and returned to the Register of the Corpora- 
tion for settlement. 

Suc. 12. And be it enacted, That all acts or parts of acts hereto- 
fore passed relative to the Public Schools that may be inconsistent 
with the provisions of this act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved, December 6, 1844. 


An Acr supplementary to the “Act to increase the number of Pub- 
lic Schools in the city of Washington, and for other purposes,” ap- 
proved the sixth of December, eighteen hundred and forty-four. 
Be it enacted by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 

Council of the city of Washington, That the Board of Trustees of 

the Public Schools be and they are hereby authorized to establish, 

in addition to the existing Public Schools, not exceeding ten Primary 

Public Schools, which shall be located in the respective School Dis- 

tricts, as the public interest and convenience may require, and to 

employ one teacher for each of said Primary Public Schools at a 
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d and fifly dollars per anhurn, 
ble monthly ; d of Trustees” ti SRN te 
able 5 , 
feoriee’ until other accom tions shall be sO Heese ae 
poration, to rent such rooms oF buildings @s nye ore ibe ot 
the use af said Primary Schools: Provided, That fs baie ead 
thereof shall not exceed the average amount of sixty 


id schools. 
a ae 2. "s : The Board of Trustee 


i y ding 
are hereby authorized to employ not excee ¢ 
ers in theduar existing Public Schools, at a salary of not exceeding 


te . um, payable monthly ; and 
two hundred and fifiy dollars each per ann sual scent ttreosres 


the said Board of Trustees are hereby au 
Saoeat? books and stationery to be furnished free of een to all 
destitute pupils attending avy of the Public Schools of this city. 
Src. 3. And be it enacted, That the Board of Trustees of the 
Public Schools shall keep an office in the City Hall, in such room as 
may be selected by the Mayor, where all the books, papers, and other 
matters relating to the Public Schools, and the proceedings of the 
said Board of Trustees, shall be kept, and where all the meetings of 


the suid Board shall be held. 
x x * * x * * * 


eding two hundre 
and the said Boar 
modations § 


salary of not exce 


s of the Public Schools 
five assistant teach. 


Src. 5. And be it enacted, That a High School shall be estab- 
lished by the Board of Trustees, to go into operation on the first day 


of September, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, or as soon as this Cor- 
poration shall provide accommodation for the same. 
Approved, November 1, 1848. i % 


Aw Acr for the establishment of additional Primary Schools. 


Be it enacted by the Board of Aldermen and Board of Common 
Council of the city of Washington, That the sum of one hundred and 
eleven dollars and sixty-six cents be and the same is hereby appropria+ 
ted, out of any money to the credit of the School Fund:not otherwise 
appropriated. for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June next, for 
the purpose of instituting an additional Primary School in the Third 
School District, and the further sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
be and the same is hereby appropriated for an additional ‘Primary 
School in the Fourth School District; and the further sum of one 
hundred and fifiy dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated for 
an additional Primary School in the Second School District ; and the 
further sum of one hundred and fifty dollars be and the same is here- 
by appropriated for an additional Primary School in the First School 
a said pemagle te be located and established in such places, 

such time, in the sev istri i E 
seaedicee hae se rer districts, as the said Board may deem 
Approved, May 30, 1849. 
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WALTER LENOX, Mayor, and ex officio President. 
CHARLES A, DAVIS, Secretary, 
Vv. HARBAUGH, Treasurer. 


TRUSTEES. 


From the First District. 


Ronent Fannnam, Groner I. Annor, J. F. Harrar. 


From the Second District. 
Tuomas Dorono, 


V. Hansaven, P. F. Bacon. 
Prom the Third District. 
James Apams, J. M. Rosznts, J. B. Exuts. 
From the Fourth District. 
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TEACHERS. 


FIRST DISTRICT. 


/Samort Kexxy, Principal of First District School. 
‘Mrs. S. G. Hensuaw, Assistant haat Ne 


© hAveds , Principal o, Primar: 
Mrs. somes, Principe of Primary School, No. 2 


Miss Assistant 
Miss ery orageisiay Principal of Primary. School, “No. he 


Miss S.. M.-Axpvensox, Assistant 
v Miss Mary Wasiienor, Bact School, No. 4 


‘SECOND DISTRICT. 


Dr E.-Warxrns, Principal of Second District School. 
W.-W Dr Marne, per rT ‘ 
Mrs. S. P. Ranvoxrn, Assrstan 
Miss HeEven SraxrorD, Principal of Primary: School, nay I. 
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L RanNvoLry, + 2. 
deciege tie 5, etal deey ity ACD 
Mrs. R. Ocvex, ce No. 4. 
Miss E. V. Brx11Ne, Assistant 3 ad 
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THIRD DISTRICT/ 


tsi: eGonilaax) Principal of Third District School. 
J. T. Gorysmita, Assistant 

Miss S. J..Sanemax, Principal of Primary. Schoo, No. 
Miss-E=-Burerr, Assistant 

Miss-G.-Brantex, Principal of Primary School i¥0. 2 
Miss Exiza Cranxe, Assistant 

Mrs. C. A. Martix, Principal of Pinay School, No 3. 
Miss Janz Moss, > Primary School, No. 4 


FOURTH DISTRICT. 


Joux E. Taomeson, Principal of Fourth District School: 
Mrs. M. A. Hixrox, Assistant 


Mi-s Cora Wetts, Principal b Primary School, No. 


Miss Atick Encxisa, ‘‘ No. BS 
Miss Mitsurx, ooes Se No. 3 
SALARIES, 


Principals of District Schools. 
Assistants in District Schools. 
Principals of Primary Schools 
Assistants in Primary Schools 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


To the Board of Aldermen and 
Board of Common Council : 


GENTLEMEN : In submitting their annual report, in con- 
formity with the provisions of law, the Trustees of the Public 
Schools take occasion to congratulate the Councils and the 
public generally, upon the measure of success and prosperity 
which have marked the history of the past year. 

Five new Primary Schools have been established since the 
date of the last annual report; and three additional Assistant 
ieteAnae have been appointed to Schools previously estab- 

ished. 

The number of pupils in the Public Schools has increased 
from 1,329 to 1,864; and this number would have been greatly 
augmented, if there had been room in the Schools for the 
admission of the hundreds who have applied. 

In every part of the city, the establishment of Schools has 
been hailed with the liveliest satisfaction; and each succes- 
sive School has been filled within afew days after it has been 
opened. 

The efforts which have been made by the corporate autho- 
rities of this city, and those acting under their direction, have 
attracted the attention of the National Legislature; and 
measures have already been introduced, which promise to 
place our public school system upon a basis which will not 
only be permanent in its character, but also commensurate 
with the wants of the community for years to come. Of the 
ultimate success of these measures, the Trustees entertain 
no doubt. The Congress of the United States is sacredly 
bound, by the relations which we sustain to it, to lend its 
helping hand to the effort which is now made. Liberal in its 
appropriations to the several States and Territories of the 
Union for school purposes, it will not withhold from us the 
boon which it has extended to other portions of our common 
and beloved country. If there is any reason for the diffusion 
of knowledge anywhere—if the system of popular education 
is adapted to our condition as a people, and confers benefits 
wherever it is introduced—surely in no portion of our country 
should he look with more earnestness, or a stronger desire, 
than to the capital of this vast Republic. Here, if any- 
where, the best efforts should be employed. Here, under the 
fostering wing of Congress, our only legislature, should be 
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exhibited those results which constitute the true wealth, 


rand glory of the nation. i 
“Or the Testy of Congress toward our city, Ao Pak ee 
abundant proof. The magnificent buildings meaeauereiidut- 
erected for the transaction of the public Seaver Tit 
ing monuments of that liberality. These, ibe LaaNGE 
to some extent, local in their character. a revered 1 
knowledge when imparted to the youthf Nicaea aivieita 
cast upon the waters, are borne upon the Mace legitimate 


f life, and everywhere spring up and bear ; 
fruits. This aod cannot belocal. The leaven falls into the 


i i fluence. 
Ss its unseen but owe! ful in li 
gi neral mass, and exert p i 


- of to-day who receives his education 1 Mg 
LOY oe eaves the humble hearth stone of his 


schools, to-morrow 

parents, and wanders forth into other scenes. He pao 

in a few short years, the statesman, the hero, the merchant, 

the mechanic, the farmer, the professional man ; and his 1n- 
he masses of society, and must, 


fluence is seen and felt upon the S 
to a great extent, be in proportion to the education which has 
been obtained. We speak of education, of course, in its 


broadest sense, and as implying a development of the intel- 
lect combined with a proper training of the heart. Whatever 
may have been alleged as to the evil tendency of mere intel- 
lectual culture, apart from a proper attention to the moral 
affections, we know of no system and of no design in any 
quarter to promote the one to the neglect or injury of the 
other. And it seems to us almost impossible, in most instan- 
ces, to promote the former without advancing the latter. 

So far as our Public Schools are concerned, no fear is to be 
entertained on this point. Free to all, without sectarian taint 
or bias, and without any question as to the political or reli- 
gious belief of those who desire to enjoy their benefits, the 
principles of morality and religion are taught by individuals 
who are themselves the exemplifications and patterns of that 
morality without which all national institutions are feeble, 
and all human glory are unsubstantial shadows. 

At the close of the late examinations a procession was 
formed of all the pupils of the Public Schools, who, after 
marching through the principal streets, were conducted to the 
east Capitol grounds, and after a most eloquent address by 
the Hon. Mr. Cuanvuer, of Pennsylvania—a copy of which is 
appended to this report—the President of the United States, 


--who on two successive days had honored the schools by his 


presence, distributed in person the various medals which had 
been awarded to the pupils by the Trustees. The occasion 


7 Chie 4 ESO 2 
was one of deep interest, and was 
of a number of Senators and Re 
ele as thousands of delight 
the Capitol was one of moral grandeur. j i 
yond all comparison, the {HécaNtid Hide 
which frequently attract the public attention. In > ealel 2 
come the lessons of that hour will be brought to fend qua | 
the pupils who received from the hands of the Chief Execu. | 
tive of this great nation the medals in token of their good | 
character and proficiency, will not only preserve them with | 
care, but will find in them strong incentives to the continued | 
pursuit of knowledge. 

For the deep interest manifested on this occasion, by the 
President, and by the Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, the Trustees desire to express their warmest thanks. 
With so much to urge it forward in the career of usefulness 
and honor upon which it has entered, our city will be found 
true to itself and to its best interests by continuing to cherish 
this best of reforms and improvements. 

A brief reference to the condition of the several schools, as 
shown by the recent examinations, may be expected by ‘the 


Councils and the public, and is respectfully submitted, in their 
appropriate order. 


honored by the presence 
presentatives in Congress, ag 
ed spectators. The scene at 


FIRST DISTRICT. 
FIRST DISTRICT SCHOOL.—Male and Female Department. 


This school is under the direction of Mr. Samuel Kelly, 
as principal, and Mrs. Henshaw, as assistant. In the male 
department are 76 pupils; female department, 64 pupils; 
total, 140. 

The pupils in both departments sustained a fair exami- 
nation in spelling, reading, geography, history, arithmetic, 
English grammar, and physiology. The specimens of needle. 
and fancy work in the female department were creditable, 
and the writing very good. To this important branch of 
education sufficient attention did not seem to have been paid 
in the male department. No instance of decided superiority 
was exhibited. It is earnestly hoped that the teachers in all 
our schools will feel the importance of increased attention to 
this particular branch of education, which, in too many in- 
stances, appears to have been overlooked. The improvement 
in the male department in oral and written arithmetic was 
very decided. In this particular study the pupils acquitted 
themselves with great credit. The order in this school was 
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i i i d their teach- 

. and it is creditable alike to the pupils an 
si me complaints have been made as to ee soasaa ae 
the pupils during the daily recesses of the ares ns ee 
school is situated in the centre of a thickly settlea P 


i tion ; 
the city, and is destitute of all play-grounds for recrea ; 
and x) laboring under this great disadvantage, she ine 
scholars constantly exposed upon the BO ait ' y, S 
judicious discipline on the part of the teacher, the es dai 
has been preserved, not merely in the school-room, ut 0 


it, and the quiet of the neig 

disturbed x irregularity or misconduct on the part of the 

a g i i i ttention 
The Trustees feel it their duty again to call the atte 

SPE OTE f this school-house. To say 


of the Councils to the condition 0 hool-he 
that it is unsuited to the purposes for which it is now used-— 


that it is extremely uncomfortable, and that the health of the 

pupils is likely to be impaired by the decayed condition of the 

pbuilding, would be but repeating what has been said for years 
ast, and is known to every member of the Councils. 

It is desirable, not only to to the prosperity of this school, 
but in view of its influence upon the character of our Public 
Schools, that immediate steps be taken for the erection of a 
suitable school-house in this district. The measure is strongly 
and earnestly recommended by the Trustees as one of the 
highest importance. In the crowded condition of this school, 
and with all the disadvantages under which it has constantly 
labored, it has sustained itself better than the Trustees had 


any right to expect. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 1. 


A. Lindsay, teacher. On the roll, 72. Only 37 pupils were 
present on the day of the examination, owing in part to sick- 
ness in the families of the scholars, and a sudden shower of 
rain which occurred at the hour appointed for the examina- 
tion. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 2. 


Mrs. Rodier, acting principal. On the roll, 120. Present 
at the examination, 90. 

The examination in this school was creditable, and the 
order throughout excellent. In all the branches taught in 
the Primary Schools, the examination disclosed a satisfactory 
improvement. 

This school has sustained a severe loss in th i 

! stair e death of Miss 
E. M. Attridge, the principal teacher. This melancholy event 
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occurred on the morning of the four 

’ th 

weeks of suffering. Miss A. was a phe Yael 
had been but a short t 


een ime in this country, wh 
examination, she was a 


ppointed to the ch 
Mild and amiable in her disposition jatiiine 


perior mental endowments, she entered upon her duties with 
great earnestness, endearing herself to every pupil of her 
school, securing the confidence and regard of the Trustees 
and conferring enduring benefits by her labors. Although a 
stranger, in a strange land, friendship and love soothed the 
hours of declining life, and aided to dispel even the darkness 
of death. She died in peace, was followed to the grave by 
the pupils of her own school, and of the other schools of the 
district, by the Trustees, and many others, and her memory 


embalmed in the grateful recollections of all who knew 
er. 


after several 
Treland, and 
en, after due 
of this school. 
nners, with su- 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 3. 


Miss Waggaman, principal; Miss Anderson, assistant. On 

roll, 100. Present at examination, 80. 
This examination, as in the former case, was highly credit- 
able. The order was good, and the appearance of the pupils 
highly interesting. The Teachers appear to have been faith- 
ful and diligent in the performance of their duty, and the 
fruits of their labors were seen in the attainment of the pupils 
as well as in their excellent behavior. 

It is to be regretted that the room in which this School is 
held (the old Washington Library Hall,) is entirely too small 
for a double school; and yet the Trustees are not aware of 
any other, in a suitable location, which could be obtained for 
that purpose. The number now on the roll is as great as can 
possibly be accommodated in this room. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 4. 


Miss Washington, Principal, pro tem. On the roll, 64; 
present at the examination,41. The smallness of the number 
was owing in part to a violent gust, about the hour of the ex- 
amination. 

This School until within some two months past, has been 
under the charge of Mrs. Wells, whohas resigned and remov- 
ed from the city. Miss W. has had but little opportunity, 
therefore, to effect improvements or changes in the School. It 
is due, however, to her, as well as to the pupils, to say that, 
in regard to the whole course of examination, the order of the 
School, the specimens of drawing, penmanship, needle and 
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: realized. 
fancy work, that the best hopes of the Tee inesest ee 
This School, it is true, embraces a number 0 aed eirotd Pai. 
most advanced pupils, who have been trans Aaseineation | 
mary School, No. 2, for the purpose ofa cee ed sted. Still 
and its superiority might reasonably have been is aisiiiese 
it affords the Trustees pleasure to say, Deere as having 
higher advantages, this School must be consi pieibitaethe 
made advances and improvements which en 


highest commendation. 
SECOND DISTRICT. 


SECOND DISTRICT SCHOOL.—Male and Female Department. 


i incipal ; DeMaine, 
ale Department—Dr. Watkins, principal; Mr. Y 
Berean er ernal Department—Mrs. Randolph, assistant. 


camination 
g artment—on roll, 109 ; present at the examination, 
Aaa 4 ent were examined in spelling, 


. The pupils in this departm [ 
eine BthMeUe: BcoraDEY: English grammar and history. 
On the roll of the Female Department are the names of 70 
pupils; of whom 56 were present at the examination. This 
the School, as on the occasion of the last annual exami- 


part of 1 1 I 
nation, continues to give very satisfactory evidences of im- 
provement in all the various branches of study, which have 


been prescribed. It is altogether one of the most interesting 
of the schools, both as regards the progress and appearance 
of the pupils, the mode of instruction, and the excellent order 
and discipline which are observed. ‘Total pupils, 179. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 1. 


Miss Stanford, Principal. On roll, 70; present during the 


examination, 66. 
This School is mostly composed of small children, whose 


progress in education has been extremely limited. In view of 
the circumstances of the case, the examination was satisfac- 
tory, and the Trustees are assured that the amiable and com- 
petent young lady who is in the charge of this School has 

erformed her task during the year with commendable zeal 


and fidelity. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 2. 
Miss Randolph, principal. On roll, 70. Present at exami- 


nation, 46. 

The number present at the examination was small in 
consequence of the sickners of a number of the pupils. The 
examination was satisfactory, and the commendations ex- 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 3. 
_ Mr. Fill, principal. On the roll, 80. Present at the exam- 
ination, 69. 
This, although a Primary School, is, in man 

; atl » 1S, y respects, equal 
to either of the District Schools. The studies ee the aa 
and the attainments of the pupils highly creditable. In pen- 
manship and map drawing, the s 


r pecimens were superior to 
any others which were brought to the notice of the Trustees, 


They would be creditable to any school, and are highly hon- 
orable alike to the teacher and pupils. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 4. 


Mrs. Ogden, principal: Miss Billings, assistant. On roll, 
130. Present at examination, 97. 

This has been in operation only about ten months, and is 
one of the best conducted of the Primary Schools. The pu- 
pils evinced great interest in the examination, and the order 
in the school was excellent. The attainments of many of 
the pupils are respectable, and the improvement of several of 
them remarkable. Ten months since, one of the pupils 
scarcely knew her alphabet; she now reads with great accu- 
racy, writes a fair hand, and is cyphering in some of the sim- 
pler rules of arithmetic. A similar instance (in the case of a 
very small boy) was noticed in Dr. Watkins’ school; and it 
is doubted whether, in view of the advantages enjoyed by 
these two pupils, the history of the past can exhibit two in- 


stances of improvement in education surpassing those just 
mentioned. 


THIRD DISTRICT. 


THIRD DISTRICT SCHOOL. 


Mr. McCormick, principal; Mr. Goldsmith, assistant. On 
roll, 125. Present at examination, 90. , ne 

This is, perhaps, the oldest of the Public Schools of this city. 
Although subjected for many years to the embarrassments 
attendant on the early educational efforts of our people, it 
has always sustained a good character, and has educated and 
sent into our midst some of our best citizens. 

The late examination was equal to those of former years, 
of which the Trustees have spoken in terms of commenda- 
tion. The order was excellent. 
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regret that they are compelled in 


this school to crowd together pupils of both SeXeS. aa 
it has been questioned whether this kind of associa ie aid 
not exert a salutary influence upon oth Caer 4 (without 
may be said on both sides, the Trustees are satisie 


a i tion as doubtful as this appears 
undertaking to decide a questi Sea tiee pl 


i rati f the sexes : 
to be) that an entire separation 0 » Mongo with the 


vanced schools of the city, would be in acco 
wishes of the community. This has constantly been pemeried 
(except in the cases of very small children) as the gene 


desire of the people of the city; and, as far as possible, their 
wishes have been complied with. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 1. 

Miss Sherman, principal ; and Miss Bulger, assistant. On 
the roll, 120: present, 100. 

This is an excellent school, and sustains the good character 
of the previous year. The studies and attainments were a 
fair average of those in the first class of our Primary Schools. 
The Trustees regret that the school room is too limited for 
the number of scholars in daily attendance. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 2. 


Miss Bradley, principal ; and Mrs. Clark, assistant. On the 
roll, 140: present, 116. 

Whatever the Trustees have said in commendation of any 
of the Public Schools, either in reference to order, or the at- 
tainments of the pupils, they desire to repeat as true of this 
school. The teachers have acquitted themselves well and 
faithfally, and their labors have been repaid by a rich harvest 
of improvement on the part of the pupils. This school room 
was handsomely decorated, exhibiting much skill and taste. 


The Trustees can but 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 3. 


Mrs. Martin, principal. On the roll, 70: present, 68. 

This school has always been remarkable for the punctuality 
and good order of the pupils. The improvement during the 
year in the various studies was satisfactory. The school room 
decorated with flowers and evergreens. The exercises of the 
examination were highly interesting. . 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 4. 


Miss Moss, principal. On the roll, 70: present, 63. 
This, also, is one of the schools lately established. Miss 
Moss had been in the service of the Trustees as an assistant ; 
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and upon the new field of labor upon wh; 

has furnished abundant evidence of iaehcee anton, 
for the duties of her present appointment. The studies Fert 
sued are the same asin the other schools of like grade radi 
the progress of the scholars was highly satisfactory, and r 
flected the highest credit on their teachers, ee pe 


FOURTH DISTRICT. 


FOURTH DISTRICT SCHOOL.—Make and Female Department. 

Male department, Mr. Thompson, principal; female depart- 
ment, Mrs. Hinton, assistant. Male department, on the roll 
64; female department, 62; total, 126; of which 118 were 
present at the examination. 

The examinations in both departments were thorough ; 
and the Trustees take pleasure in saying, that in every res- 
pect this school fulfilled their highest expectations. No 
branch of study which had been assigned seemed to have 
been neglected. Most of the pupils in the male department 
are small boys, whose opportunities, in most instances, had 
been very limited before they entered this school; but these 
difficulties have been overcome by the faithful attention of 
the teacher, and the diligent application of the pupils; and 
this school now embraces a class of scholars whose attain- 
ments are every way creditable, and will compare favorably 
with those of any mere English school in our city. 

The same excellence was found in the female department. 
The first class in reading, in geography, and map drawing, 
especially, was considered equal, at least, to any other school 
which had been visited. A large number of interesting spe- 
cimens of mineralogy, geometrical solids, drawing, and plain 
and fancy needle work, were exhibited by this school, pro- 
cured and executed by the pupils mostly after school hours. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 1. 

Miss Wells, principal. On the roll, 63. Present, 59. 

There has been great improvement in this school within 
the past year. Most of the pupils are very young, but their 
studies have been well directed, and their progress highly 
satisfactory. A youth, only seven years of age, acquitted 
himself with unsurpassed excellence, in most of the studies 
pursued in the school. 


PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 2. 


Miss English, principal. On the roll, 68. Present, 60. 
The appearance of this new school was very interesting. 
It was plain that the teacher and the pupils had alike looked 
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forward with interest to the examination, ET eet 
faithfully to meet the just expectations 0 4 Tait 
the public. The room was handsomely ‘ lec eee 
flowers, &c , and the most perfect order was ne is ‘ aehiot 
best wishes of the Trustees were realized in i e 2 a ele 
the pupils. The specimens of worsted and 0 TAB EASBE 
work, artificial flowers, book marks, &e., gave ev aa 

uncommon skill and ingenuity. As in case of Pr Set : ; 
No. 2, of the third district, this school enjoys an exce i ibe 
putation, which the Trustees believe has not evel. reac 


highest point of excellence. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, No. 3. 


r. Morrison, principal. On the roll, 57. Present, 49. 

Me paitol was established 25th March, 1850, and is the 
last of those established during the year. The attainments 
of the pupils are limited; but from the known qualifications 
and excellent character of their present teacher, the Trustees 
entertain the fullest confidence, that in a short time it will be 
brought up to its proper level with the other schools of like 
character. 

In connection with the examinations the Trustees would 
remark, that in most of the female schools vocal music has 
been incidentally taught by the teachers. The effect is not 
only pleasant, but decidedly beneficial. They regret that the 
limited means of the Corporation do not seem, at present, to 
warrant the appointment of a teacher of music for the Pub- 
lic Schools. This could be effected at a cost of some four or 
five hundred dollars per annum. 

It is with feelings of proud exultation the Trustees an- 
nounce, that notwithstanding the prompt and liberal provi- 
sions heretofore made by the Councils in the establishment of 
schools to meet the urgent demands of the community, addi- 
tional schools are now required. Every school is filled to 
overflowing. Applicants are daily pressed upon the Trustees, 
who are impatient of delay. This cannot be a subject of re- 
gret in any quarter. It is the undisputable proof, that the 
public appreciate the subject, and that the system which has 
been adopted meets with general, if not universal favor. 
There can be little doubt, from what has already come to the 
knowledge of the Trustees, that at the re-opening of the 
schools on the first proximo, that hundreds will be found ap- 
plying for admission who must necessarily be refused, unless 
additional accommodations should be provided. 
pee Pot ee an increase of the salaries of the teachers 

g e attention of the Trustees. These salaries, 
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so far as the Public Schools are concerned, are too small for 
the talents required, and the labor performed. The Trustees 
are aware, that even at the low salaries now given, hundreds 
are willing to engage as teachers in these school ; but Jit is 
respectfully suggested, whether justice does not require that 
an increased compensation should be afforded, especially 
where talents of a high order are possessed, or where the 
grade of instruction approximates that which is imparted in 
the District Schools. 

In the present condition of the city, the Trustees would 
not recommend to the Councils the establishment of a High 
School, as provided for by law, during the present year, un- 
less such appropriations should be made by Congress as will 
justify the large expenditure which will be required for this 
purpose. Until other means than those now at the disposal 
of the city are obtained, it occurs to them, as the best policy, 
to multiply the number of the Primary Schools, which are 
sustained at a comparatively small cost, and which are con- 
ferring most important benefits on the community, Here 
may be learned those rudiments of education which (even if 
nothing else be obtained) will fit the recipients for the active 
and intelligent discharge of the various duties of life. They 
open the doors of the great Temple of Knowledge, and direct- 
ing the, attention to its vast treasures, kindle in a thousand 
hearts that irrepressible desire for further acquisitions, which 
lead on, step by step, the ardent and aspiring mind of youth 
to the attainment of whatever is grand and magnificent or 
valuable in the vast storehouse of knowledge. They cast the 
apparent insignificant pebble into the unruffled lake of the 
human mind, and awaken a circle which expands until the 
whole surface becomes agitated, and the living waters break 
upon distant shores. 

In giving utterance, however, to this sentiment, the Trus- 
tees would not have it supposed that they underrate the 
higher branches of education. They trust that the time is 
not far distant when, by the establishment of a higher grade 
of schools than those now existing, the most liberal and com- 
prehensive system of education will be added, to complete 
the work which has been so happily commenced. The wis- 
dom of the Councils will suggest the appropriate time for the 
enlargement and perfection of the present system. 

The two most severe embarrassments with which the 
Trustees have at present to contend, arise from the want of 
suitable houses for the schools, and the utter inability to 
admit all who are applying. 
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In regard to the first, we remark, that the Trustees have 
done the best they could to secure the most suitable rooms, 
in the best locations within the respective districts; but, in 
some instances, they have found the rooms entirely too small 
for the purposes intended, and badly constructed for the com- 
fort and convenience of the pupils. 5 

This difficulty must continue to exist until adequate means 
are at the disposal of the Corporate authorities, and are 
applied to the erection of suitable houses for the purpose. 
Indeed, the rent which is now paid by the Trustees is nearly, 
if not quite equal to the full amount of interest on the cost of 
buildings suitable in the arrangements, accommodating a lar- 
ger number of pupils, and securing more certainly their health 
and comfort. 

The Trustees acknowledge, with a deep sense of obligation, 
a valuable donation of minerals, from Mrs. Clarissa Hall, 
relict of the late Professor Hall. These, after having been 
arranged and labelled by Professor Gale, have been distrib- 
uted amongst the several schools, and have been placed in 
appropriate cabinets. To Dr. Gale, the Trustees also desire 
to express their sincere thanks for the deep interest which 
he has manifested in behalf of our Public Schools. Several 
interesting lectures have been delivered by this gentleman to 
the teachers of the Public Schools and others, on mineralogy 
and botany; and ke has most kindly proffered his services to 
aid in arranging collections made by the teachers to form a 
complete mineralogical and botanical cabinet of the District. 

In this connection, the Trustees would state, with great 
pleasure, that the utmost harmony exist; between the teachers 
of the private and public schools of the’city. This has been 
shown by the organization of the “Teacher’s Association,” 

of which Professor Henry is the president, and before which 
public lectures have been delivered by Professors Henry and 
Gale, Hon. Mr. Mann, and others, at the Smithsonian lecture 
room, which has been kindly granted by the regents for the 
meetings of the association. This association cannot fail to 
exert a most beneficial influence on the cause and interests 
of education in our midst. 

The Trustees would renew the recommendation, made a 
year since, that the salary of the Secretary be increased’ to 
$200. The duties of the office, as will be seen by reference 
to the rules of the Public Schools, are many, laborious, and 
responsible, requiring for their proper discharge a great deal 
of time, the exercise of much discretion and prudence, and 
talents of a high order. The interests of the Public Schools, 
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as well as the convenience of the Trustees, ar i 
effected by the efficient discharge of the duties of ‘his oftes 
They also recommend to the Councils to make provision ior 
some compensation to the Treasurer. It is an office created 
by an existing law, but to which no salary is attached, 
During the last two years especially the duties have been 
very laborious and responsible, involving the disbursement of 
large sums of money. Much time is occupied, and great care 
and experience needed to perform its duties satisfactorily. 
Even if no compensation be allowed for the past, the Cor- 
poration can hardly expect in future that such pecuniary 
responsibility shall be gratuitously performed. 

The attention of the Councils is respectfully called to the 
estimates in one of the tables accompanying this report, as 
well to those looking to the extension of the school system as 
for the support of the existing schools. The additional esti- 
mates are based on the ascertained wants of the districts; 
and the Trustees here refer to what has already been said in 
reference to the present comparative importance of a High 
School and an increased number of Primary Schools. 

Appended to this report, will be found the names of those 
| pupils in the several schools to whom medals and premiums 

were awarded at the recent examinations. The Councils 
will perceive that a silver cup was presented in one instance. 
This cup was the gift of a gentleman of the Third Ward, one 
of the earliest and best friends of the present system, and was 
designed to be presented to the most meritorious female pupil 
in the schools of the Second District. It was awarded by the 
Trustees to Miss Laura Peddicord, and was presented, with 
the other honors, by the President of the United States. 

The recent examinations, in most instances, were highly 
satisfactory. Portions of nearly a month were devoted to this 
duty. These examinations were generally attended by the 
parents of the pupils. Some of them were witnessed by 
members of Congress. Representatives of the public press 
were present, aiding in the examinations, and urging for- 
ward, by counsel and encouragement, the good work. In 
the number of such, to whom the Trustees feel largely in- 
debted for their presence and valuable assistance, as well as 
for the frequent and kind notices of the progress of the exam- 
inations in our local papers, (as well as in those of the city of 
Baltimore,) they desire to name Thomas C. Connolly, Esq., 
who is connected with one of our local papers, and evinced 
an acquaintance with the subject and an interest in the 
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cause which entitle him to the best regards of the friends of 

opular education. : 
: The voice of prejudice has been silenced by the evidences 
of success which have multiplied day by day; and the whole 
community, awakened to a proper sense of ie eas and its 
interests, in every form in which the subject has ne pre- 
sented, and in which the popular sentiment could be ex- 
pressed, have more than sanctioned the enlightened and 
liberal action of the Councils in regard to the Public Schools. 
If this beneficent system has been late in going into operation, 
(retarded only by circumstances which our fellow-citizens 
could not possibly control,) the noble efforts which have been 
made within the last five or six years, and the harvest of good 
which has already been realized, furnish the assurance that 
we intend no longer to be laggards in the march of improve- 
ment. It is claimed (in no spirit of vain glorying, we trust) 
that within the time just stated, which marks with tolerable 
precision the advent of the present system, the progress of 
this city in this best of reforms entitles her to a place by the 
side of those other cities of our glorious Union whose deeds 
of enlightened policy in regard to this question have given 
them a world-wide renown. 

The Trustees refer to the accompanying account of the 
Treasurer, embracing a statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the past year. 

To the several exhibits and statements hereto connected, 
and which form a part of this report, the Trustee invite the 
special attention of the Councils, to whom they desire in their 
own names, in the names of the thousands of youth receiving 
instruction through their wise and liberal policy, and in the 
name of hundreds and thousands of their fellow-citizens, to 
tender their grateful acknowledgments for the confidence 
reposed in them, and for the promptness with which they 
have met the frequent applications which have been made, 
in carrying out the provisions of this system of popular edu- 
cation. 

By order, and in behalf of the Trustees, 


WALTER LENOX, 


Mayor, and, ex-officio, President. 
C. A. Davis, Secretary. 
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CONDENSED ESTIMATE FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIG 
SCHOOLS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30rx JUNE, 1851. 


First District. 


Number of Teachers, 8. Number of Pupils, 520. - 
Galaries of Teachers..s.s-sssesceesessesssssseneeeeeteeesssereetetsrecstseees $2,450 
Rent of four rooms, one lot, scavengers, fuel, sawing, books, station- 


ery, special repairs, attendance of fires in female schools, white- 
washing, cleaning, and special repairs...........-secereccceeerieceeesee 620 


Seconp Disrricr. 


Number of Teachers, 8. Number of Pupils, 525. 


Salaries of Teacherd..........ccccccesscoseccsarsssscscscossvesesace seseeeseees 2,000 


Rent ofsthree rooms, &0;7. 77. scssetdeelirecesccusstassedeclvescsstdiactesse) OOS 
» —— 3,125 


Turrp District. 


Number of Teachers, 8. Number of Pupils, 535. 


Salaries| of Teacheray.: i 2sss7Ah bibles ove cbscccdecleccde Eelsacwedecave dB PeoU 
Rent-ofafourjroommy:&20...7.vccstesdisssinicaietins tee aec nani tenieaee DOS 


Fovrts District. 


Number of Teachers, 5. Number of Pupils, 315. 


Salaries of: Teacher@e...i......000dencdsdisevvecscseccscese ---- $1,800 
Rent of two rooms, &c... . 4 ds swonsdveeeduinaves duivsa2ct 415 
$2,215 
SaldryvofsSecretary:..025iissdsvendeeasee0aocd.ccatedavecn Sedat ie see $200 
Dy WD reasarets. 00 accsecesercnarc ce ae? 
Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees............ccccccccsceseeeseeeee 150 
— 350 


Estimates for additional Schools. 


For salary of one Primary Teacher, one assistant, rent of one room, books, 
fuel, seats, and contingencies, in First District. ..........0.0-...-cecceeceseecee $764 
For salaries of one Teacher and one assistant, rent of one Toom, &c., in 
Second District........... aedevevgicasedatad 
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und that several 


ed every month; consequently, in 


It as to those schools, respective- 
under the several 


In compiling the foregoing table, it was fo 


schools had not been report 
those cases the general resu. 
ly, was completed ue eee the Nortel 
‘ads of those months that were u. 
ay these statistics are in many respects important, aan 
attention cannot be given on the part of teachers In esl 
in their reports regularly, with the several items Prof y 
filled up. 3 
Much care has been taken in the compilation of the ay 
although for the reason mentioned it may not be Shes y ac- 
curate, though sufficiently for practical purposes. i an 
examination of it the following results may be deduced : 


Number of District Solivolatichsoadeen esc Gabeter etter re 
Do. Primary Schools....----+sssrs07o0"* 
Do. Male Principals of District Schools... 4 
Do. Male Assistants in District Schools... 2 
Do. Female Assistants in District Schools.. 3 
Do. Male Teachers of Primary Schools.....++ 3 
Do. Female Teachers of Primary Schools... 12 
Do. Female Assistants in Primary Schools.....+.- 5) 
Do. Pupils at the commencement of the school year......sesrees+ 1,456 
Do. Pupils at the end of the school yeal......s:-++ssseereessrrssseeees 1,889 
Whole number admitted through the year....-+++-++ 2,611 
Average attendance........-- -.s-s-2eerte on FS . 1,397 
Number of schools or apartments in which boys only are received... 
Do. schools or apartments in which girls only are received.....+s+ 4 
Do. schools or apartments in which boys and girls are received....- 12 
Do. months taught by the teachers in all the schools last year.... 292 
Do. months lost by absence of pupils, (being nearly one-eighth 
of the school time, and two schools not being reported)... 37 


The Fourth District School is entitled to the high honor of 
having lost the least time by absence of the pupils. 

Among the double Primary Schools, the same honor has - 
been obtained by Primary School, No. 2, of the Third District, 
under the care of Miss Bradley and Mrs. Clark. 

Among the single Primary Schools, considered in reference 
to numbers, Mr. Fill’s school, Primary, No. 3, of the Second 
District, lost the least time. 

Of the remaining schools, Mrs. Martin’s, Miss Well’s, Miss 
Stanford’s, Miss Randolph’s, and Miss English’s, stand the best 
in the order of their names. 

The highest average attendance was the Fourth District 
School; of the double Primaries, Miss Bradley’s and Mrs. 
Clarke’s; of the single Primaries, Mr. Fill’s and Miss Stan- 
ford’s, the former averaging throughout the year 73, and the 
latter 60. ‘The lowest average of any of the Primaries was 40. 
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the schools last year, including allitems, was....., 
Ties ane by the whole number in: 


«+. B11,674 35 
structed last year, giveg 
hy papilie cae. cee Weeevesteoeens 4 55 
Sr mae bs eid tehibe ee pupils in July last.. 617 
ra a by the average number in attendance 
i 


8 28 
‘ i suggested by the fore oing table in 
Of the MSN Eaig ‘pended seeyse, oie is ters obebas than 
Sadie wk ter and efficiency of a school depends greatly 
Me pitted pele of the pupils and their constant attendance 
on the eho ae ; and secondly, that Owever large the 
throughout the irae UE ite expenses of the school, yet when 
oper eet] My, made between the cost of a pupil at a public 
eat aphera hool, and reflect that were it not for the pub- 
and a Scie pre of the citizens would be educated at 
lic se ae the amount paid becomes a most economical 
riva 8, 
expediinres 
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ORDER OF EXERCISES 


At the distribution of the Medals and Premiums, at the Capitol. 


Prayer. 
Music. 
Address by the Mayor. 
Address by the Hon. Mr. Cuaxnrzn. 
) Music. 
Presentation of Medals, Premiums, and Silver Cup, by the President of the U. S. 
Music. 
Dismission. 


Previous to the examination, the Trustees directed that one silver medal should 
be awarded to the best scholar in each single school, and two in each double school. 
That a premium should be given to the pupil most distinguished for good conduct 
and punctuality ; another to the pupil who had made the most rapid improvement 
during the year; and four premiums to the pupils who have most distinguished 
themselves in their several classes—making seven prizes for each single school, and 
fourteen for each double one. 

In some instances, the Teachers or Trustees added others in cases where there 
had been marked proficiency. 


Medals, Premiums, &c., awarded by the Trustees of the Public 
Schools, July 1850. , 


FIRST DISTRICT. 


Finsr District Scnoor, (Male Department,) Mr. Kelly, Teacher. 


Medal for best scholarship. — Wm. Goldsborough. 

Premium for Good Conduct, Punctuality, &c.—Robert Ferguson. 

Premium for Rapid Improvement.—James Croggan. 

Premium for Proficiency —Edward Sipes, Charles Davis, James Maddox, James 
Given. : 


First Disrnicr Scnoor, (Female Department,) Mrs. Henshaw, Teachér. 


Medal for Best Scholarship.—Ann_E. Collins and Edith O. Henshaw. » 

Premium for Good Conduct, Punctuality, &c.—Georgianna Shields and Ellen 
Morris. 

Premium for Improvement.—Anna K. Fowler. : 

Premium for Proficiency.—Mary Gallagher, Elizabeth Fowler, Harriet Spell- 
man, Mary Morris, Samuel Collins. 
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Pniwany, No. 1.—Mr. Lindsay Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship.—James Spillman. 
Premium for Guod Conduct, &c,—Wm. Lindsay. 
Premium for 'mprovement.—George Kelly. 


Premium for Proficiency—James H. Byram, John W. Lewis, John Calvert, 
and Charles Coburn. 


Proany, No. 2,—Mrs. Rodier, Teacher. 


Medals for Scholarship.—Cornelia Leckron and Mary J. Miller. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—Isabella Edwards and Thomas Riggalls. 

Premium for Improvement.—Bmma Wright and Sarah E. Rodier. ; 

Premium for Proficiency.—Anne Clampitt, Mary Magness, James Gaither, 
William Edwards, Laura Miller, Samuel Hines, Ann E. Hayes, John Gray, Mary 
J. Mills, Eliza Beardsley, Rebecca Taylor, Mary E. Taylor, Susan Boteler, Richard 
Joyce, John Leckron, Sarah Triplett, and Wm. H. Mosely. 


Primary, No. 3.—Miss Waggaman, Teacher. 


Medals for Scholarship—Mary Proctor and Jane Williams. 

Premium for Good Conduct and Punctuality—Marian Proctor and Sophia . 
Aigler. 

Premium for Improvement.—Rebecca Noerr and Frank Myers. 

Preraium for Proficiency.—John Rutherford, Jane Tyler, Margaret King, John 
Cullan, Catharine Gautier, Mary Van Tyne, Mary Doyle, Mary King, and Syl- 
vester McGunnigle. ; : 


a 


Primary, No. 4.—Miss Washington, Teacher. 


Medals for Schclarship.—Elizabeth M. Devaughn and Mary E. Leckron. 
Premium for Punctuality.—Julia A. Cross. 
Premium for Improvement.--Susan P. Milson. 


Premium for Proficiency.—-Rhoda Williams, Sarah B. Ott, Laura E. Lewis, and 
Susan Dorsett. 


SECOND DISTRICT. 
Szcoxy Disrricr Scuooxr, (Male Department,) Dr. Watkins, Teacher. 


Medals for Scholarship.—John Patch and John W. De Maine. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—John G. Robinson and Caleb McElfresh. 

Premium for Improvement.—John T. Burche and Douglass Cooper. 

Premium for Proficiency.—Edgar P. Cooper, Chas. Purcell, John T. Clements, 
John T. Cleary, Brison Tilley, and Isaac Rollins. 


Srconp Dirrnicr Scnoor, (Female Department,)-Mrs. Randolph, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship. —Eliza T. Ward. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—Margaret Withers. 

Premium for Improvement.—Laura Peddicord. 

Premium for Proficiency.—Margaret J. Moore, Emily Robinson, A. Woodruff, 
J. @lementson, Emma Gooch, and Sarah Wilson. : 


» Pnimanr, No. 1.—Miss Stanford, Teacher. 
Me 


for Scholarship.—Ellen Warwick. 
Premium for Good Conduct.—Margaret Picken. 
Premium for Improvement.—Mary Ward. 
Premium for Proficiency —Sarah Wright, Mary Ann Wood, Susan Lewis, and 
Indiana Hoover. 
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Pnrimany, No, 2 


-—Miss Randolph, T 
Medal for Scholarship, eee 


J —Martha E. Sh 
p femiamn for Good Conducta Georgistite Mesil 
remium for Improvement.—Josephine Marr, ; 


Premium for Profici —Virgini ATA ; 
MaciwNorrisy and Mary E A Phillips, Amelia Beach, Margaret Flenner, 


n. 
Prrmanr, No. 3.—Mr. Hill, Teacher. 
Medal for Scholarship.-- William Kelly. 


Medal for Drawin d se «hy 
: ff Dehien te ae and Ornamental Writing.--Edgar Richie. 


W'Wooatite’ ing-—William Flenner, William H. Reardon, and Edward 


Premium for Good Conduct. i 

: .-- Joseph G. Lambright. 
Premium for Improvement --John H.-Welter.. 
Premium for Geometry.—-James N. McGee. 


Premium for Proficienc Hill F isti ili 
y-—— William Fill, Christian Eckloff, Wm. H. Will 
Henry Henshaw, Frederick Fill, and James Richey. mre s ate 


Rarmany, No. 4,-Mrs. Ogden Teacher. 
pipet ar Setolepihin-= Ann Isabella Moore and Susan Kelly. 
a sa or Good Conduct.—-Laura V. Brown, Mary Metcalfe, and Duncan 
Premium for Improvement —J oanna Freund and Henrietta Crider. 
Premium for Proficiency.--Laura Boose, Sophia Kaufman, Edward Moore, 


Rebecca Robinson, Mary Croggan, Elizabeth Etchison, Maria Greaves, and Eliza- 
beth Thompson. 


THIRD DISTRICT. 


Tuirp District Scnoor, (Male Department,) Mr. McCormick, Teacher. 
Medals for Scholarship.—Isabella F. Acton and James C. Cross. 
Premium for Good Conduct.—Joseph Cuvillier and Sarah T. Edwards. 
Premium for Improvement.—Ann M. Acton and Georgiana Evans. 
Premium for Proficiency.—Rose M. Goodrich, Ann R. Grimes, Susan Garner, 
Samuel Cuvillier, Robert, Brown, James Dulin, Wm. Grimes, and Jos. M. Cook. 


Prony No. 1.—Miss Sherman, Teacher. 


Medals for Scholarship. —Mary A. Murphy and Henry Schreiner. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—Ellen Higgins and Vincent Bulger. 

Premium for Improvement.—John Hill and Raphael Bulger. 

Premium for Proficiency.—Catharine Wheatley, Mary Waters, Margaret Bran- 
nagan, Almira Simonds, Stanley Schreiner, George Wheatley, William French, 
and Patrick Smith. 


Puimanr No. 2.—Miss Bradley, Teacher. 


Medals for Scholarship —Mary E. Dennison and Laura B. Cook. 
Premium for Good Conduct.—Juliana Van Reswick and Mary A. Awkward. 
Premium for Proficiency:—Mary J. Murphy, Anna Little, Sarah McCathren, 
Margaret Simons, Mary E. Marks. Mary J. Kelley, Mary E. Cross, Geo. Jones, 
Mary E. ms, Rebecca St. John, Mary E. Murphy, Isabella Holroydy and 
George Talbot. ; 4 
Primary No. 3.—Mrs. Martin, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship.—Sarah E. Burgess. ; 

Premium for Proficiency.—Almira Rudd, Mary E. Nokes, John Lewis, Mary 
Barnes, Virginia Gordan, Sarah A. Gates, Clara Maddox, Oliver, Anderson, 
and Robert Evans. 
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Primary No. 4.—Miss Moss, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship.—Julia Prosperi. : e rh 
Premium for Proficiency.—Martha French, James Cook, ems Eeeie. n 
Crawford, Charlotte Robison, Alex. Murray, Mary Cook, and Cecelia 


FOURTH DISTRICT. 


Founra District Scnoot, (Male Department,) Mr. Thompson, 


Medals for Scholarship. —William K. Gray and James A. Wise- 

Premium for Good Conduct —William H. West. 

Premium for Improvement.—W. C. Hutchins. ; ll 

Premium for Good Conduct and Improvement.—R. Willson, John H. Cassell, 
F. Byington, John Springman, and Daniel Mockabee. 


Teacher. 


Founra District Scnoor, (Female Department, ) Mrs. Hinton, Teacher. 
Medals for Scholarship.—Mary F. Cornwall and Elizabeth Ashdown. 
Premium for Improvement.—Adaline Kinsey, (two premiums. ) 4 
Premium for Proficiency.—Mary McCarty, Frances Stuart, Mary E. Jones, an 
Catharine McDonald. 
Primary No. 1.—Miss Wells, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship. —Sarah Orrison. 
Premium for Good Conduct.—Susan Cooper. 
Premium for Improvement.—Emma Carr. i 
Premiam for Proficiency.—Hannah Polkinhorn, James West, Columbia Mad- 
dox, and George Hinton. 
Primary No. 2.—Miss English, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship —Sarah Miller. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—Terence Riley. 

Premium for Improvement.— William Ashdown. 

Premium for Proficiency.—Samuel Byington, jr., Emma Preuss, Virginia Mil- 
ler, Brenda Mitchell, and Delia English. 


Prrmany No. 3.—Mr. Morrison, Teacher. 


Medal for Scholarship.—Charles Collison. 

Premium for Good Conduct.—Isaac Smithson. 

Premium for Improvement.—John Seiler. 

Premium for Proficiency.—James Baggott, Charles Hawes, Catesby Burroughs, 


and John Pearson. 
SILVER CUP, 


Presented by a friend of the Public Schools to the most meritorious Pupil of the 
Female Schools of the Second District, and awarded by the Trustees to Laura 
Pepprcorp, of the Female Department of the Second District School. 

Jury 29, 1850. 

Four years ago Laure Penpicorp entered the sixth class in my school, and 
knew nothing but her alphabet. She is now unsurpassed by any of the first class. 
She has during the whole time been absent but four days. She is uniformly affec- 
Uonate to her schoolmates, and respectful to me. She last year received, by the 
unanimous decision of her classmates, the first honor of the school. 

Her tasks are always carefully prepared and well recited. For the correctness 
of this report, I should like to refer you to any one in her class. 

With respect, SUSAN P. RANDOLPH, 
Second District School. 


ADDRESS 


HON. JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 


OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AT THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOL CELEBRATION, 


AUGUST 1, 1850. 


—————————— 


Wasntxertor, (D. C.) Avousr 2, 1850, 
A rized by the Trustees of the Public Schools of 
the City of Washington to tender to you their thanks for the very appropriate and 


excellent Address with which you favored them on the Ist instant, and respectfully 
Tequest a copy of it for publication. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Dean Sin: We have been autho: 


R. FARNHAM, 
V. HARBAUGH, 
J. M. ROBERTS, 
P. M. PEARSON, 
G. J. ABBOT, 
CHAS. A. DAVIS, 


Committee of Arrangements. 
Hon. Joszrn R. Caaxnuen. 


Hovusz or Rerresenvatives, 
Wasuinaton, Aveusr 5, 1850. 


Gentiemen : The hastily prepared Address made to the Scholars, 
and Trustees of the Public Schools ef Washington, 
thereof is herewith sent. 


I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 
JOS. R. CHANDLER. 
R. Farwaam, V. Hansaven, J. M. Rosents, P.M. Pranson, G. J. Annzor, 
Cras. A. Davis, Esquires, Committee of Arrangements. 


Teachers, 
is at your service, and a copy 


PREFACE, 


The examination of the Public Schools of Washington city, during the month 
of July, 1850, was probably more thorough than at any former period of their ex- 
istence ; and public attention was attracted to them in a manner not previously 
known. They had evidently prospered during the preceding year; the teachers 
and pupils had been inspired with a spirit of emulation, and the expectations of 
the public had been aroused. Citizens of Washington, previously indifferent to 
the subject, appeared suddenly impressed with the conviction that these schools 
might be institutions of public utility, and therefore worthy of their fostering care. 

This was readily discerned by the Board of Trustees, who hence resolved that 
the cause of popular education in Washington should be advanced by means of 
this happy combination of favoring circumstances ; and they accordingly determin- 
ed upon a public display of the schools, that they might thus confirm the favorable 
impressions already made upon the popular mind, and arrest the attention of the 
many thousands who yet remained uninformed in relation to this important matter. 

In pursuance of this resolve, the schools, to the number of nearly two thousand 
pupils, with their teachers, were paraded in uniform, and with music, on Thursday, 
the first day of August. The exhibition was one of unsurpassed beauty, and at- 
tracted the notice of the entire community. ‘Thousands upon thousands of people 
thronged the streets through which the procession was to pass, and accompanied it 
to the beautiful grounds east of the Capitol. Here a platform had been erected, 
and while the schools were marshalled into lines in front of it, and the spectators 
eccupied the wide area beyond, the Trustees of the Schools, headed by the Mayor 
and Councils of the city, ascended, conducting to their assigned places the distin- 
guished personages who were to participate in the ceremonies of the day. Amongst 
these was Mitranp Firion, President of the United States, who had with 
characteristic kindness and courtesy consented to distribute the premiums awarded 
to industry and merit. 

The scene was one of great moral beauty. The members of the City Councils, 
from whom alone aid had ever been invoked, and whose annual appropriations had 
so often encountered the most formidable opposition, were now permitted to witness 
the strongest indications of improvement in the popular sentiment. The Chief 
Executive Officer of the Nation, upon whom devolve responsibilities of the most 
momentous importance, had deemed the occasion one not only meriting the influ- 
ence of his name and presence, but his sincere solicitude. 

The array of the schools was beautifully imposing. Their banners, numerous 
and richly ornamented, were placed around the platform, which they elegantly 
adorned. The boys were gaily decked with the regalia of their respective districts, 
generally in uniform ; the girls were in white, and wore flowers as their appro- 
priate adornments, in many instances in wreaths upon their heads; while the 
Teachers stood in the midst of their scholars to control and protect them. 

This scene, though every voice were mute, was well adapted to win the admira- 
tion of each beholder, and cause him to proclaim the truth that the most solemn 
duty of our lives is to cherish and instruct the youth of our country, to educate for 
usefulness and honor, and save from ignorance and woe. 

The stillness was broken by the voice of the Rev. Mr. Gurizx, who eloquently 
invoked of the Throne of Grace a blessing upon the united desires of all there as- 
sembled. The Orator selected for the occasion was then introduced by W. Lenox, 
Esq., Mayor of Washington, and in an earnest and impressive manner delivered 
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the Address we would here commend to the perusal of all who can respond to the 
sentiments of philanthropy, embodied in the language of beauty and of eloquence, 
The speaker appeared but to give definiteness and utterance to the vague impulses 
preconceived by the thousands who heard him ; and the convictions he brought to 
their minds will live as a monument of his devotion to the welfare of our youth. 

The kind and benignant words addressed by the President to each pupil as he 
presented the awarded medals, fell gratefully upon the heart ; and thoy will be re- 
membered and repeated as the words of high encouragement through many coming 
years. Thus, in the fields of philanthropy and benevolence a little germ will often 
produce the most richést.and abundant fruits of beneficence. nil 

The cause of popular education in the District of Columbia has now, it is hoped, 
received the seal and signet of the public approval. In the past, the Public Schools 
of Washington have known little else than the darkness of adversity. The future 
presents hopes of brighter fortunes. With such aid as has been given to the Public 
Schools of several of the States of this Union, ours will no doubt become models 
for the people of many portions of the Republic. Unaided in the future as in the 
past, save by the slender means of our own citizens, they will still live to bless the 
young, and to reflect honor upon the friends who sustained them in the dark strug- 
gles of their early existence. 


ADDRESS. 


One of the most beautiful sights in a tropical climate is, I 
am told, the exhibition of trees, where at once is presented 
every form, from the undeveloped bud to the ripened fruit ; 
where the eye rests upon the delicate blossom whose odors 
pour sweets upon the air, and at the same time the luscious 
fruits tempts the palate to a constant indulgence. To the 
philanthropist the present scene, partaking of the same varie- 
ty, must afford a yet higher gratification; for here the flower 
gives forth its sweetness, here the immature fruit swells into 
rivalry with its ripened antecedent, and here, dropping from 
the branches by which it has been sustained, and which it 
has ornamented, the decaying product bids a welcome to its 
successor and departs. All ages and all conditions come up 
tothe annual festival; each presents his appropriate form; each 
is sustained by its proper feelings, hopes, or remembrances. 

I am invited hither, not to reward the mature or the aged 
for their sacrifices, and the weariness consequent upon their 
attendance, but to offer a few words to these younger ones 
who make the display, and whose special holiday it is. To 
them belongs the occasion, for their pleasure it was ordain- 
ed. Let us hope, while it is certainly to the honor of their 
seniors, that it will be for their own benefit. 

My young friends, I offer to you my hearty congratulations 
upon the evidences of improvement in knowledge, and upon 
the real pleasure which the display of this evening presents, 
and I invite you to turn back your thoughts for one year, that 
you may more readily comprehend the benefits which have 
been prepared for you by the directors of the schools, and 
which you have secured to yourselves by your own applica- 
tion and the assistance of your beloved teachers. I use the 
term “beloved” with regard to your teachers without know- 
ing one of them, because I understand that you have made 
great improvement; and let me assure you that no considera- 
ble attainments are ever made by the scholar without a love 
for the instructor. That affection is the first great means, or 
it is an early consequence and then a principal agent in the 
acquisition of knowledge. 

Look back, my young friends, and see what has been your 
improvement for one year: and then remember that all such 
improvement is made for life ; it is secured to you as long as 
you shall live, and it is the only property that you have secur- 
ed. You have it now, and you have it with the consequent 
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interest and advantages forever. Hundreds who, oe 
months since, were comfortable in all their CEE ag 
are now in the depths of poverty ; hundreds who, shee i i 
time, have attained competency may in a few mon eft 
destitute; but that wealth of the mind—that commence- 
ment of intellectual riches which results from ‘tes hie 
studies, can know no ey it is patrons ative, an 
increases through all time by its own attraction. ae 
a hed not cheplasbuke of attending the annual Sefer 
by which your new attainments in school ae Saks ee Saher 
tested by the teachers and exhibited to the world, oa ear 
that you acquitted yourselves with great credit, and dic a 
to those entrusted with your education. It could scarcely be 
otherwise; the system of the schools is good. Y our teachers 
are skilful and faithful: of course you have applied your- 
selves, and you have rapidly advanced in all the branches of 
school knowledge which you have been called to study. 
Knowledge of reading, penmanship, arithmetic, history, gram- 
mar, geography, the foundation and material of that know- 
ledge without which man’s and woman's estate towards 
which you tend, and for which you are impatient, would 
lack that honor and respectability which renders age desira- 
ble. These you have, of course, begun to acquire, and you 
have also begun to see their advantages. It is perhaps 
enough to say, whatever may have been the circumstances 
of other times, that in the present age and the age of which 
you are to form an important part, no man or woman can be 
useful—can claim even respectability—if destitute of that 
knowledge which you are beginning to acquire. Such a 
knowledge, such attainments are so much the necessaries of 
life, their importance are so obvious, you, indeed, begin now to 
see the advantages so plainly, that I will not further recom- 
mend them to you, nor further recommend you to pursue them. 
There are other attainments which belong to your years 
to which I desire to call your attention. You notice that all 
the studies to which I have referred may be pursued with 
much success by children who are not distinguished by any 
excellence of character. As all the knowledge which you 
have, and which you are trying to have, may be attained in 
an eminent degree by very bad persons, though Iagree that the 
very habit of obedience and attention and order necessary to 
the successful studies of a school, tends toward a proper regula- 
tion of the mind, and the establishment of correct moral habits. 
But all the studies to which I have referred have reference 
to the head—they make what is denominated the cultivation 
of the intellect. You have hearts as well as heads, my young 
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friends, and you have affections as well as intellect. 


1 Let 
say to you, you must learn to improve the heart. You mts 
endeavor to cultivate the affections, and in this great branch 


of human study, young as you are, you must in a great mea- 
sure be your own teachers. 

These schools of which you form a part are culled public 
schools, because they are sustained by the public and for the 
public. They are called common schools because the educa- 
tion acquired in them is to be common to all. Each one of 
you is stimulated to study hard, to apply closely—not that 
any one of you may exceed the other—not that it is desired 
that one boy or girl should have superior knowledge. Each 
one is urged that each and every one may, by application, 
attain all that any other acquires. 

You see then that the object is to make you all learned ; 
to place you all on the same platform of knowledge, just as 
you all occupy the same political platform of equality. But 
of what use would this equality be? What advantage to 
you or others would accrue from your standing side by side, 
if you did not regard each other kindly? Of what benefit 
would your attainments in knowledge be, if you did not love 
one another? If you have grown up in hate, then the greater 
the inequality, the wider the difference between you, the 
better for you and for all: if you have cherished unkind feel- 
ings, if you have nourished envy and hatred, if you have cul- 
tivated in your hearts dislike and thoughts of vengeance, why 
then the more you are separated, the less you will be likely 
to canry out your unkind resolutions; and, in truth, if you 
have not cultivated kind feelings, gentle affections, regard, 
and love for one another, then all the other knowledge which 
you may have acquired may tend only to aggravate the spirit 
of unkindness, and to supply the weapons of ungenerous 
assault. 

I speak plainly to you, my young friends, unless you make 
advances in the science of true affection, of regard for each 
other’s rights, and especially for each other’s feelings, (and 
you must learn to regard the feelings of your associates as a 
part of their rights not to be carelessly or unkindly invaded.) 
unless you have learnt these lessons, the others will at least 
| be deprived of a large portion of their usefulness. Be gentle, 
be affectionate, one towards another, and let this not be a 
holiday virtue, but the continued study and progress of your 
life. It will give character and dignity to the acts of the 
future man ; it will mould to the fulfilment of her heavenly 
mission the character of the woman. Yes, my young female 
friends, to you it is the life and the life’s service of your sex. 
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You must catch and practice every lesson of delicacy and 
affection which is imparted. You must strive to eee oe 
posing feelings, and endeavor to give growth and exercise to a 
that is gentle in temper, and to all that is delicate in manner. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Teachers, I congratulate you upon 
the eminent success of your pupils. I know the eee 
bilities of your office, and how much of duty may be evade 
without an evident violation of compact. You are aa! 
scientious, or these children could never have thus advance . 
You must be conscientious, or they-wil! never attain. What 
I have said to them of the necessity of study applies to you, 
my friends, as a duty of teaching. The moral must ea 
pany the physical, and the heart must be dealt with as we 
as the head, and your children must learn from you the im- 
portant lesson that they are to be social not selfish, and that it 
is more the consideration for others than for themselves that is 
to influence advantageously their future lives. The highest 
aim of a child should be to do right for the sake of that right, 
and to find a stimulent of effort in the good which that effort 
may achieve. p 

I see by these children’s appearance, as I learn from their 
conduct, that they are beginning to understand the dignity of 
their character, and hence we may expect them to seek a 
course of conduct consistent with their estimate of them- 
selves and their relatives. And your power of governing is 
to be in your influence over their affections and their attain- 
ments ir self-knowledge. You have a right to their obedi- 
ence, but you must acquire their love. We all know that 
circumstances may render physical discipline appropriate, 
but we all comprehend that the tone and language of affec- 
tion draw back to virtue thousands who would have been 
hardened in vice by rigor. 

The servant of the Prophet, you remember, when sent to 
raise the dead son of the Shunamitish woman, laid in vain 
the staff of his master upon the unconscious form of the child ; 
but when the man of God himself went into the chamber and 
closed the door, and stretched himself upon the dead body 
with breast upon his breast and mouth to his mouth, then the 
genial warmth imparted gave back life to the little one, and 
restored joy and comfort to the household that was bereaved. 
So my friends—so you to whom are committed the character, 
the heart, and the life of this rising generation, send not the 
servant with the staff. When moral death seizes on the little 
one of your charge, send not the dependant with the rod, but 
go you into the chamber with him in secret where none but 
God can see, and there, hand to hand and breast to breas 
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warm the heart which error has chilled 

into the dead moral form the breail: of ries ny Mote 
Oh, give back to the heart-smitten parent the object of hes 
prayers! Save, save the children of this Republic! Be a 
the benefactors of the Nation! Be you the servants of God | 

Do not suppose, my friends, that one lesson, one monition is 
to fix a virtue or eradicate a fault—constancy of effort, un- 
failing example can alone profit. As well might the rose 
refer to a solitary sunbeam the beauty of its tint, or to a 
single zephyr the exquisitness of its order, as for a child to 
say what monition saved him from a practice of vice—what 
lesson of instruction fixed him in virtue. 

_It is a beautiful illustration of our institutions, and auspi- 
ciously ominous of their perpetuity, that the occasion is deem- 
ed of sufficient consequence to attract to the festival the 
honored Executive of the Nation. 

Republicanism demands knowledge and virtue in the people, 
(the means of supplying that demand must be the proper 
object of solicitude with him to whom is entrusted the pre- 
servation of republican institutions,) and christianity in its 
great Author supplies the example of condescension to the 
wants, the manners, and the improvement of childhood ; and 
our children—these now around us—will feel their attach- 
ment to their country the stronger from the consciousness 
that every branch of that country’s Government evinces an 
interest in their welfare. 

Affection follows such a manifestation of interest, and the 
gratitude to the Chief Magistrate of the Nation for this day’s 
kindness may ripen, in the bosom of these children, into the 
purest patriotism, Nothing binds man to his country more 
than a knowledge that his interest in the institutions is re- 
cognised ; and affection, respect, or gratitude for a Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer has often stood in place of love of country 
until it had come to be that which it supplied. 

Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, not the least gratify- 
ing portion of the exhibition which you this day make is the 
fact that your plan, thus extensively useful and capable of 
including every child in this District, is but of a few years 
trial, and the growth of the schools as rapid as the develop- 
ment of the scheme has heen excellent. Every step of your 
progress is consequent upon previous success and increased 
confidence, and while it deserves the approval of every pa- 
rent in the city, it commends itself to the favor and patronage 
of the National Legislature. You have established the means 
of general good in the centre of the Union. Let the repre- 
sentatives of every portion vie with each other in a liberal 
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effort to sustain the instivution that purifies the centre, a 
works thence in beneficial operation to the 2D We 
ought not to doubt that a Legislature that has adopted this tees 
and shown its favor by liberal expenditures 1D the supply © 
physical conveniences and household comforts, will Bnet 
to manifest its maternal tenderness by generous appropria 
tions to give character and usefulness to the ce agg that 
rises within its limits; and this the more, as the benefits to 
flow from their kindness is not to be limited to the locality in 
which it originates, nor to operate in sectional Gh eet The 
example will be beautifully effective throughout t e Nation, 
and the influence upon the coming generation will be as dif- 
fusive as the excursive habits of our citizens. Near us 1s an 
institution which individual munificence endowed, and gifted 
and cultivated minds conduct for the promotion of the lofty 
branches of science and the arts. Let us all encourage in 
public schools the means of attaining the benefits of that en- 
dowment. Let us have no advantages of science, arts, or 
literature that shall not be accessble to all. Solitary know- 
ledge gives pride to the possessor, and superstition to the un- 
informed. Diffused science is alone useful to the possessor 
and the public. ; 

Gentlemen Trustees, the work in which you are engaged 
is one of patriotism and of philanthropy. The good you 
promote in behalf of these children—a part of our country— 
is reflected back upon yourselves, and will be blessed to your 
children. It is a stream of unfailing good. The ordinary 
work of benevolence perishes with its use: to-morrow, and 
to-morrow, and to-morrow, the supply must be renewed, or 
the beneficiary is lost. The supply which benevolence im- 
parts in public schools has no decay, like the handful of meal 
in the barrel, and the oil in the widow’s cruise, it knows no di- 
minution. The benefits that so obviously flow from exertions 
to establish and maintain these schools, constantly provoke to 
additional exertions, while the necessity that demands it is 
so supplied that it may hereafter serve itself. 

‘And since I have made the allusion to the meal-barrel and 
the oil-cruise, let me close my remarks by adding that the 
Prophet who blessed these vessels of the perishing widow 
and her son, derived his own nutriment from the benevolent 
office. May you, Gentlemen of the Board of Trustees, and 
you Ladies and Gentlemen Teachers, who do so much good 
to others, find in the heavenly office a support for your affec- 
tion, and a reward for your benevolence; and, like the Pro- 
phet, may you sustain a life within by the outward demon- 
stration of sympathy and beneficence. 

ie 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 


OF THE 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF WASHINGTON. 


The first election of the City Councils was held on the 17th 
June, 1802, and almost immediately after, notwithstanding 
the heavy expenses incurred in founding a new city in the 
wilderness, attention was given to the establishment of schools 
for the poor. The following is the preamble of a bill passed 
October-+7th-1905: Are, 7/7 dye 

“Impressed with a sense of the inseparable connexion between the education 
of youth and the prevalence of pure morals, with the duty of all communities to 
place within the reach of the poor as well as the rich the inestimable blessings 
of knowledge, and with the high necessity of establishing at the seat of the General 
Government proper seminaries of learning, the City Council do pass an act to 


establish and endow a permanent institution for the education of youth in the city 
of Washington.” 


By this act the sum of $1,500 was placed in the hands of 
a board of trustees, who were authorized to make adequate 
provision temporarily in private schools, at the expense of the 
city, for the education of children whose parents resided in 
the city and were unable to defray the expenses of their edu- 
cation. In 1808 the first school was established and placed 


under the care of a board of trustees, and provision was made 


for the reception of rather more than one hundred pupils, at 
at an expense of about $800. In 1816, an additional school 
was established. From 1820 to 1845, these two schools were 
conducted in part on the Lancasterian system, and the num- 
ber of pupils averaged from two hundred and fifty to three 
hundred and fifty, annually. During most of the time but 
two teachers were employed, and the cost of the schools was 
about $1,700 a year. Occasional appropriations were, how- 
ever, made in aid of charity schools under the care of benev- 
olent individuals and churches. Into the two public schools 
none were admitted but such as were unable to pay for their 
tuition in private schools. Whenever pupils were found of 
peculiarly bright and active minds, the trustees were author- 
ized to educate them in private schools of a higher grade, at 
the city expense. In 1826, the sum of $40,000 was appro- 
priated, “and solemnly pledged and set apart forever,” for the 
purpose of endowing public schools, and the Mayor was au- 
thorized to keep it vested in six per cent. stocks. This fund 
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now, by careful management, amonnts to a little over $50,000. 

In 1840 and 1841, the late Mayor, W. W. Seaton, Esq., 
(whose interest and zealous co-operation in the cause of pub- 
lic education should at all times be gratefully remembered 
and acknowledged.) called the attention of the Councils in 
vain to the expediency of extending the provisions for public 
school instruction. During the latter year, several individuals, 
who had investigated the subject, ascertained beyond a doubt, 
that out of a population of 5,200 children, between the ages of 
six and sixteen, not more than 1,200 were in the public and 
private schools of the city—a much smaller number was re- 
turned by the census. Thus it was evident that at least 
4,000 children were growing up in ignorance, and the retri- 
butive effect of it was beginning to be viewed with alarm by 
reflecting citizens, in the character of the youthful population 
growing more and more immoral and vicious. : 

Serious and startling facts were placed in the possession of 
the Mayor, who, in his annual communication of 1842, earn- 
estly invoked attention to the subject. The Mayor indicated 
that either the system then existing might be extended, or the 
New England system introduced; and any deficiency that 
might arise from the inadequacy of the income of the school 
fund could be provided for by a small tax on the assessed 
property of the city. 

The Councils took up the subject, and in the lower board 
a committee, of which J. F. Halliday, Esq., now a trustee, 
and Rev. C. A. Davis were members, presented an able and 
eloquent report, understood to have been prepared by the 
efficient Secretary of the present board, accompanied by a 
bill for the establishment of seven public schools, open to all 
white children between six and sixteen years of age, to the 
number of about three thousand pupils. It also provided that 
they should be supported by a tax of one-sixth of one per 
cent., to be imposed upon the assessable property of the city. 

So wide a departure from the system then existing, of edu- 
cating only a portion of the indigent poor, to the one propo- 
sed of opening of the schools to all, to be enjoyed like the air 
we breathe, or the water we drink, or the streets through 
which we pass, could not but encounter serious opposition ; 
and the idea of an additional tax was in the minds of many 
a fatal objection. 

There was much earnest and excited discussion, and the 
attention of the people was more and more lead to the sub- 
ject. The people met in their primary assemblies, and were 
addressed by gentlemen acquainted with the practical ope- 
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rations of the free-school system elsewhere, and communica- 


tions constantly appeared in the Intelligencer and the Sun 

whose columns were freely open to friends of reform. The 
subject was not allowed to rest. In the western part of the 
city the Union Fire Company freely and gratuitously threw 
open their comfortable and well-furnished hall, and for seve- 
ral winters had courses of lectures, and frequent meetings 
for the discussion of the free-school question. They were 
addressed by members of Congress and other gentlemen, the 
announcement of whose names would draw an audience ; 
among others by Hon. J. Q. Adams, Mr: Justice Woodbury, 
Hon. Caleb Cushing, Hon. Charles Hudson, Rev. S. G. Bul- 
finch, Rev. Ei. E. Hale, and many others. 

Such was the opposition that the free-school system encoun- 
tered, the diversity of views respecting it, the doubts existing 
whether the city charter conferred sufficient power to impose 
taxes for the support of schools, and the expediency of impos- 
ing them, that the Mayor, in his annual communication of 
1843, modified his views so far as to recommend simply the 
use of the entire interest of the school fund for school pur- 
poses, the establishment of an additional school, and the ad- 
mission of pupils, other than the extremely poor, by the pay- 
ment of a tuition fee of fifty cents monthly. 

This combined free and pay system went into operation on 
the Ist of January, 1845, and continued till the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1848. Two new buildings were erected, at a cost of 
$6,300; four principal teachers and five assistants were em- 
ployed, and accommodations were provided for seven hundred 

upils. When the schools were first opened, and some time 
thereafter, they were nearly full, and the sum received from 
the pay pupils amounted to nearly enough ($1,050) to pay 
the assistants. But each year after the first, the total num- 
ber of pupils diminished, as well as the receipts for tuition, 
till in 1848 the trustees reported to the councils that they had 
dismissed the assistant teachers in consequence of the tuition 
fees, to which they were restricted, being inadequate for their 
support. The average annual cost of the schools on this 
system was about $4,650. As the system which had been 
in operation till 1845 was defective, in educating only a 
portion of the youthful population, and at the same time 
fastening upon it the badge of poverty, and upon the 
schools the stigma of charity or pauper schools, so the 
system afterwards adopted was injudicious in bringing social 
distinctions into the school-room. The pupils soon ascer- 
tained which of their number were pay and which were 
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free scholars, and it led to heart-burnings and ill-natured 
remarks among themselves and their respective parents. 
Injustice was often committed, through the natural uae 
the extremely indigent, in preferring to pay the tuition lee 
(this tuition fee was fifty cents a month) rather than suffer 
the feelings of their children to be constantly wounded ; 


“while some in better circumstances avoided the payment if 


possible. ‘ 

This state of things continued but a short time after the 
renewal of the charter by Congress, in which care was taken 
to obtain the power of imposing a school-tax, and also a cap- 
itation tax of one dollar annually on each voter, to be appro- 
priated to the use of the public schools. 

By several acts, passed since November 1, 1848, and the 
regulations of the board of trustees in accordance therewith, 
the schools uf Washington are now conducted essentially on 
the same principles as those in the larger towns of Massachu- 
setts. The schools are open freely to all white children, in 
the order of application, over the age of six years. 

They are divided into primary and district schools, with a 
high school to go into operation in 1851. 

There are fifteen primary schools taught by seventeen 
females and three males, and four district schools taught by 
four male principal teachers, and three female and two male 
assistants—in all twenty-nine teachers, to each of whom is 
assigned seventy pupils. In a portion of the primaries, fe- 
males are only received ; in others, males; and in the remain- 
der, males and females. It has been found, wherever the 
sexes have been separated, that greater satisfaction has been 
given to the parents and teachers. 
~ The studies in the primary schools are reading, writing, 
spelling, the powers of the letters, punctuation, mental and 
written arithmetic, geography, with landscape, linear and 
map-drawing, lessons on flowers, minerals, &c., vocal music, 
at the discretion of the teachers, with occasional lessons in 
plain sewing, fancy work, and embroidery. 

To gain admittance to the district schools, the children 
must be found, by examination, capable of reading easy prose, 
of spelling correctly, well acquainted with the punctuation 
and abbreviation marks, with arithmetical figures and char- 
acters, notation, numeration, with the tables as far as ten of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication.and division, and capa- 
ble of performing simple operations in those rules. 

The studies of the district schools include the above, with 
the powers of the letters, analysis and definitions of words, 
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English grammar, with composition, elocution, book 


. . . -kee ‘ 
history, arithmetic, and algebra, both mental and sr 
geometry, with its application to the measurement of surfaces 


and solids, philosophy, and physiology. 

The expense of the present number of schools is about 
$12,000, of which $3,000 is derived from the interest of the 
school fund; about $5,000 from the capitation tax, and the 

. 4 
emainder from the general fund of the city. 

The system is highly popular, the schools are all full, and 
many applicants are on the list waiting for admission. The 
city having embarked in this enterprise, must continue to ex- 
tend the system to meet the wants of the population. Addi- 
tional primary schools are needed in all the districts of the 
city, as well as new and commodious buildings, furnished 
with comfortable seats and desks, and all the modern im- 
provements, instead of some of the present ill-arranged, un« 
ventilated and inconvenient rooms now rented. A large 
expenditure will be needed to erect and put in operation the 
the high school which is authorized to be opened in 1851. 

For all these objects, in view of what has already been 
accomplished, even with limited means, the popularity of the 
system with all classes, the perceptible improvement that has 
been effected in the character of the youthful population of 
the city by the public schools, and the importance of estab- 
lishing, at the seat of the General Government, a system of 
public instruction, worthy of our institutions, and of the city 
that bears the name of Washington, that may be held up to 
all who assemble here from all parts of the country, and from 
foreign lands, with pride and satisfaction—the appeal is ¢on- 
fidently made to the liberality of the Councils, and the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

It will thus be seen that our schools are divided into pri- . 
mary districts, and a prospective highschool. In the primary 
are réceived the young children, who here take their first les+ 
sons in learning. The modes of discipline and instruction 
provided for this class are widely different from those intended 
for the more advanced pupils. They cannot bear long cons 
finement; their physical natures require frequent change. 
The eye, the ear, and the hand, are to be trained ; objects 
must be presented for their examination, and much instrue- 
tion given by conversation. The discipline of these tender 
and sensitive children must be mild, gentle, and parental. ; In 
the primary schools they are taught the elements of reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, grammar, vocal music, and 
drawing; and when thoroughly grounded in them, they are 
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Here the discipline be- 


advanced into the district school. Madea Wad the 


comes more rigid, the course of study more ex 
requirements greater. : 

The pupil 4 brought into severe and honorable one 
tion with others, he learns properly to estimate is © n 
powers, and in the contests of the school room prepare pin 
self for the discipline of real life. If properly na ed a 
home and at the primary school, the pupil is prepared to en- 


ter the district school at. the age of tens after four ot five 
years continuance here he may be presumed to be able to 


read and spell correctly, to have acquired a good knowledge 
of Seen ic ety, and book-keeping, the history of his 
own country and some acquaintance with universal history, 
the Constitution of the United States and his duties as a citi- 
zen, some knowledge of the elements of geometry, at least so 
far as to enable him to take accurately the measurements 
of planes and solids; and, if he be industrious he will know 
something of physiology, surveying, and philosophy, together 
with the power of expressing simply and correctly his 
thoughts either orally or in writing. 

The purpose of the district schools will not be accomplished 
unless they inspire every graduating pupil with a love of 
knowledge and with the determination by self-instruction to 
extend and perfect the education of which they lay the foun- 
dation. 

Unless the pupil enters now upon his trade or selected vo- 
cation, he will pass into the high school where he will study 
more thoroughly several of the branches he had only com- 
menced at the district school. He will enter upon an exten- 
sive mathematical course, extend his knowledge of physical 
science, perhaps apply himself to the ancient and modern lan- 
guages, to intellectual and moral philosophy, and in a word, 
to those branches that will best fit him for the counting room, 
college, a trade, or professional life. Such briefly is the sys- 
tem, of which the foundation has here been laid, and which 
is in successful progress. 

The importance of the classification of schools will be 
rightly understood by any one entering some private schools, 
where one or two teachers have their energies weakened, 
and their time frittered away in attempting to teach all 
things from the alphabet to the higher mathematics, together 
with three or four ancient and modern languages. 

Again, its economy is a high recommendation of the public 
school system. In our public schools there are about 2,000 
children. It is only reasonable to say, that in private schools 
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the tuition of these children would be at least $10 each annu- 
ally. In many of our private schools $50 or $60 is the usual 
price.’ But at the low rate mentioned, the cost would be 
$20,000, and double that sum would be a more correct esti. 
mate. 

The expense of the existing public schools is nearly as 
follows: 


Salaries of 4 Principals of District Schools............... $2,800 00 
Salaries of 5 Assistants in District Schools................ 1,250 00 
Salaries of 15 Teachers of Primary Schools............... 3,750 00 
Salaries of 5 Assistants in Primary Schools............... - 1,000 00 
Salary of Secretary of Board of Trustees..............-.- 100 00 
Contingent expenses of Board of Trustees.......... sin sids ot 100,00 
Rent of 18 rooms andlow Me ye.ccc sce 550s cacci ns os. 820 00 
Fuel for: scloole!f2, (Pour, sates eres eae ee ee 350 00 
Contingent expenses of schools.........00-sesecccceeeees 1,830 00 

Lotalenannatia. daa xjhas tas aye esas $12,000 00 


It thus appears that the public schools may be well classi- 
fied, and the instruction thorough and systematic; they can 
be conducted at a very moderate expense, and, at the same 
time, educate a large number of pupils. 

There is barely room to hint at the strict responsibility to 
which the public schools are subjected, and the advantages 
resulting from educating, in a republican country, all classes 
together. 

There are more pupils now in the private schools than 
there were in both the private and public five years since. 
There are more private schools and teachers than there 
were at that time. This is not so much due to the in- 
crease of our population as to the increased interest onthe sub- 
ject of education, and to the competition excited by the excel- 
lent manner in which the public schools have been conducted. 
Even if it were to happen that public schools should 
take the place of private ones, in a great measure, it would 
be for the advantage of the profession. The salaries of the 
teachers, of whom there would be a larger number than 
at present, would be greater and more regularly paid, they 
would be freed from many of the annoyances to which they 
are now subjected; nor would their real, (not nominal) com- 
pensation in most cases be much less than it now is. 

In many instances, when Teachers of Private Schools 
have been candidates for situations in the Public Schools, they 
have always been elected in preference to others, where the 
qualifications were equal. The duty of recognizing the claims 
of those whose private establishments have been injured by 
the public schools has thus been acknowledged by the Board. 
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At the last census only 986 pupils were returned as being in 
both the public and private schools of the citys there are 
now more than double that number in the public schools 
alone, and there are probably at least that number in the 
private schools, showing a largely increased per centage on 
the population of the city. The private schools are admitted 
on all hands, to be more numerous and more flourishing than 
at any time previously. 

The friends of the private have no fears to apprehend from 
the rivalry of the public schools. Both are engaged in the 
same great and glorious object, the education of the rising 
generation, and working harmoniously tegether, At the late 
examinations many of the private teachers, both male and 
female, were present; and all unite most cordially, as mem- 
bers of the Columbian Association of Teachers, in promoting 
the important objects for which that Society was formed, 


RULES 
COMPILED FOR THE GOVERNMENT 


OF THE 


DISTRICT AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS 


Or THE 


CITY OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 


LIST OF BOOKS AUTHORISED TO BE USED IN THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


—_. 


John’s First Book. 

Swan’s Series of Reading Books. 

Swan’s or Fowle’s Spelling Book. 

McBElligott’s Young Analysis. 

Green’s, or Smith’s Grammar. 

Mitchell’s or Smith’s Series of Geographies. 

Colburn’s First Lessons in Arithmetic. 

Adam’s or Greenleaf’s Arithmetics. 

Towers’ or Davies’ Algebra. 

Holbrook’s Geometrical Catechism. 

Davies’ Elements of Geometry and Mensuration. 
Pictorial History of the United States. 

Pinnock’s Series of Histories of Greece, Rome, England, and France. 
Worcester’s Elements of Ancient and Modern History. 
Parker's or Gray’s Philosophy and Chemistry. 

Smith’s Astronomy. 

Cutters Physiology, with the Plates. 

Holbrook’s, Abbot’s, or Coe’s Drawing Cards. 
Book-keeping. 


RULES 


GOVERNMENT 


Or THE 


DISTRICT AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 


ADMISSION. 


1. Application for admission into any Primary School shall 
be made by a parent or guardian, to one of the Sub-Board of 
the District in which the pupil resides, and, as vacancies 
occur, they shall be admitted in the order of application; 
provided, in order that all parents may have the privilege 
of participating in the advantages of the Publie Schools, not 
more than two pupils shall be admitted from any one family, 
until it be shown to the satisfaction of the Sub-Board, that 
the full number of pupils cannot be made up in this way, 
in which event, applicants may be admitted in the manner 
above indicated. 

2. The number of pupils admitted in each Primary School 
shall not exceed seventy at anyone time. 

3. No pupil can be admitted into a Primary School without 
a ticket of admission from a member of the Sub-Board of the 
District, which may be in the following form: 


Primary School Ticket. 


To the Teacher of the School, District No. — 


The Bearer, A. B., aged years months, is entitled to be admitted into 
your School. 
of the Sub-Board 
of Trustees of 
Wasuinctox, —— 18 said District. 


4. No pupil shall be received from another Public School, 
without a certificate of honorable dismission, or a specifica- 
tion of the reasons for leaving, and no pupil shall be received 
from one Public School into another, while under sentence of 
suspension, unless by a vote of the Board of Trustees. 

5. Whenever a pupil, or an applicant, has been found, on 

. examination, qualified for admission into a District School, a 
‘ $ 
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certificate may be given, in the following Saw Macrrnne 
admit the applicant in the order of goign i e 
proviso in the first section, and, in case of a Ad DeNeria om 
pupils from a Primary School and others, the a 
have the preference. 

District School Ticket. 


; : : —— District School. 
Admit the Bearer, A. B., if found qualified, into the Of the Sub-Boara 


of the District, 


To tar TEACHER. 4 : 

b h Publie School a register shall be well and care. 
fally eee which shall be recorded the name, age, and 
number of every pupil, the time of admission, by whose ticket, 
and also the name of the parent or guardian ; and also the 
names of all applicants for admission, which, when full, shall 


be deposited in the library of the Board. 


PRIMARY SCHOOLS. 

7. The Primary Schools shall contain as nearly an equal 
number of pupils as is practicable, and for this purpose the 
Board of Trustees, when it is deemed expedient, may remove 
pupils to Schools in adjacent districts. 

8. Children between the ages of six and ten years may he 
admitted into the Primary Schools by a ticket signed by one 
Trustee of the District, and females may be continued beyond 
the age of ten years in the Primary Schools with the consent 
of the Sub-Board of the District. 


STUDIES IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOLS, 


9. The Alphabet, including the powers of the letters, exer- 
cises in articulation for the purpose of cultivating a distinct, 
natural, and correct utterance of words. For this object there 
shall be frequent exercises by the pupils, singly and simul- 
taneously, in exploding the letters and combination of letters, 
Reading, Spelling, marks of Abbreviation and Punctuation. 
Arithmetical Signs and Tables, mental and written Arith- 
metic, Geography with the study of outline Maps, Writing, 
Drawing, Vocal Music, Oral Instruction on common things, 
intended to accustom the pupils to habits of observation and 
reasoning upon the things which they see and hear, with such 
other physical, intellectual, and moral exercises as shall tend 
to give them well-developed and healthy bodies, clear and 
quick perceptions, cultivated minds, pleasant dispositions, kind 
feelings, and habits of obedience, truth, and virtue. Short 
and intelligible lessons shall be frequently given to the whole 
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School, giving ideas, not words only, 
prehension of children, and conducing to mental and moral 
improvement, by means of flowers, plants, minerals simple 
philosophical and chemical experiments, maps and pictures 
illustrative of Geography and Natural History, or the events 
of the past, together with short sketches, occasionally, of the 
lives of the great and good. / 

10. It is recommended to the Teachers to give as much 
instruction as is practicable orally and by means of the black 
board; to have the number of classes as small as is consistent 
with the unequal progress of the scholars; to prevent the 
pupils from sitting long in one position or without occupa- 
tion ; frequently to vary the school exercises, so as to awaken 
and fix the attention of children; to make motion at regular 
intervals a part of the school exercises, and to have the les- 


sons on common things illustrated, as far as practicable, by 
the objects themselves. 


j 


| 


and adapted to the com- 


SCHOOL HOURS. 


11. The Schools shall be kept open from April to October, 
eight hours, including a recess or recesses, not exceeding an 
hour in all, and from October to April, seven hours. When- 
ever the weather is inclement, there may be only one session 
a day, continuing in summer five hours, and in winter four 
hours. 

12. The time of commencing and dismissing shall be deter- 
mined by the several Sub-Boards in their respective Districts. 


RECESSES. 


13. To promote the physical comfort of the primary pupils, 
three recesses are recommended each half day, uniformly at 
the close of each school hour, of five minutes only. The time 
of the first two is to be occupied in the open air, under the 
direction of the Teacher, or, if this shall be found impracti- 
cable, from the state of the weather, or any other cause, it 
may be spent within the building in some general and regu- 
lar exercises, such as rising and sitting, marching and counter- 
marching, singing, or in callisthenic exercises, continued and 
varied according to the best judgment of the Teacher. 

The last recess may be used for the purpose of collecting 
and arranging the books and apparatus, and in singing, or 


some suitable and appropriate moral exercise, to, bring the 
school to a proper close. 
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DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 


Qualifications for Admittance. 


i ‘ted into the District Schools who 
14. Pupils may be admitted into elt ed or nei 


have attained the age of ten years, er | 
examined by one or ors of the Sub-Board of the district, or 
the Teacher, are found capable of reading easy asia of 
spelling well, who are acquainted with the punc roi 
marks, with arithmetical figures and Wea Paioe 
and numeration, with the tables, as far as 10, of a ae 
subtraction, multiplication, and division, and are capa 0 of 
performing simple operations in the foregoing rules 5, it ject, 
however, to the restrictions made in the first and sixth sec. 


ns. : 
m8. In case there are not a sufficient number of such appli- 
cants, others may be admitted for a limited time, at the dis- 
cretion of the Sub-Boards. 

STUDIES. 

16. Orthography, including the powers of the letters, exer- 
cises in articulation, analysis and definition of words with 
the suffixes and prefixes, Reading with Elocution, Penman- 
ship, Geography, English Grammar with Composition, His- 
tory, Arithmetic, mental and written, Algebra, mental and 
written, Geometry, Trigonometry, with its application to 
Mensuration, Surveying and Navigation, with occasional 
practical lessons in the use of the compass and chain, and 
the measurement of surfaces and solids, Book-keeping, Hu- 
man Physiology, Constitution of the United States, Astrono- 
my, Natural Philosophy, and Chemistry. The Teachers are 
recommended to connect the study of Geography with that of 
the outline maps, and with occasional lessons in map drawing. 

17. Elementary lessons in drawing and vocal music may \/ 
be given occasionally, at the discretion of the Teacher. 

18. Oral instruction, so as to render the lessons interesting 
and intelligible, is recommended. 

19. It is expected that all the pupils will be constantly ex- 
ercised at the black-board in their various studies. : 


VACATION. \ 
20. A vacation of one month at the end of the scholastic 
year may be given. 
HOLIDAYS. 
21. One week at Christmas, the 22d of February, two days 
at Easter, the 4th of July, and every Saturday, shall be the 
only holidays. 
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SCHOOL REGULATIONS. 


22. The Rules prescribed by the Trustees for the govern- 
ment of the Public Schools, or extracts from them, shall con- 
stitute a weekly exercise to be read to the school, by the 
Treacher, or the First Class in Reading. 


PUPILS. 


23. When the example of any pupil is very injurious, and 
in all cases where reformation appears hopeless, it shall be the 
duty of the Teacher, with the approbation of the Sub-Board, 
to suspend such pupil from the school, in which case immedi- 
ate notice of the same shall be given by such Principal to the 
parent or guardian, stating the cause of such suspension, and 
all the circumstances connected therewith, in writing, and no- 
tice thereof shall be given to the Board at the first meeting 
thereafter for their adjudication. But any pupil under this 
public censure, who shall express to the Teacher his regret for 
his folly or indiscretion, as openly and explicitly as the nature 
of the case may require, and shall have given evidence of 
amendment, shall, with the previous consent of said Sub- 
Board, be reinstated to the privileges of the School. 

No pupil shall be admitted to the privilege of any School 
while under sentence of suspension, unless by a vote of the 
Board of Trustees. 

24. To preserve uniformity in the several schools, and to 
avoid unnecessary expense, the class books shall be such only 
as shall be authorized by the Board of Trustees. 

25. No pupil shall be allowed to depart before the appoint- 
ed hour for leaving school, except in cases of sickness or pres- 
sing emergency. 

26. The use of tobacco in the public schools shall be 
strictly prohibited. 

27. Each school may be divided into four classes with such 
sub-divisions as the Teacher may deem advisable. 

28. Continued irregularity, frequent absence, tardiness of 
attendance, immoral conduct, a neglect on the part of parents 
and guardians to furnish the necessary school books, shall be 
sufficient reasons for suspension, unless satisfactory reasons 
be assigned by the parent or guardian. 

29. livery pupil is required to observe rigidly all the rules 
of the school, and to obey promptly and precisely the direc- 
tions of his Teacher. Good order and propriety of deport- 
ment are expected from all not only during school hours, but 
in coming to and leaving school; cleanliness in person and 
attire is expected, from all. In particular, they are required 
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walls of the building 
ean, and the con- 
d leave the room 
y noise, and to 
t and orderly 


to make no uunecessary noise within the 
at any hour whatever, to keep all books ‘cl 
tents of desks neatly arranged, to enter an 
in a respectful manner and without unnecessar 
quit the neighhorhood of the school in a quie 
manner immediately on being dismissed. hin 

No pupil shall be allowed to throw pens, paper, or rk aie 
whatever on the floor, to spit on it, to mark, cut, scratch, ¢ +. “| 
or otherwise disfigure, injure, or defile any portion of the as 00 
building or any thing connected with it, to have a knife nm 
school, to play at any game within the school-room, to use any 
profane or indelicate language, to nick-name any person, to 
throw stones or other missiles, to annoy or maltreat others, or 
do any thing that may annoy or disturb the neighborhood ot 
the school. Every pupil shall have a daily exercise in Arith- 
metic ; and one or more lessons shall be assigned to each pu- 
pil to study out of school. The pupils shall be prohibited 
from the use of keys to Arithmetic and Algebra. 


TEACHERS. 


30. The Teachers shall punctually observe the hours ap- 
pointed for opening and closing the Schools, and irregularity 
in this respect shall be reported by the Sub-Board, wherever 
it exists to the General Board. 

31. They will take care to be present at the school-house 
not less than ten minutes before the hour of commencing 
School, to see that the houses are well aired in summer, and 
warmed in winter, and swept, properly dusted, and ar- 
ranged. 

32. The school-room should be opened not more than 20 
minutes before commencing school, unless a Teacher be pre- 
sent to prevent noise and injury to the room and furniture. 

33. The Principal Teacher of each School is responsible 
for the discipline of the School, and the due executicn of the 
rules and regulations of the General and Sub-Boards, and is 
accordingly invested with the authority needful to carry them 
into effect. 

34. In the absence of the Principal Teacher, his duties will 
devolve upon the Senior Assistant present. 

35. In cases when no rules have been made, the Teacher 
is invested with discretionary power, but required, in impor- 
tant cases, to refer to the Sub-Board for direction. . 
. 86, From time to time he shall carefully examine all the 
pupils in the different classes in all the studies to which they 
have attended. 
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eir care, be not defaced or vnved 


if possible, of the person or persons so trespasc} 

88. In addition to the resater class tans Ghat hd kept, i 
which shall be noted the absence and tardiness of the arti 
and such notes of their class exercises as may exhibit a view 
of their advancement and standing, which shall at all times 
be open to the Inspection of Trustees, and especially at the 
Annual Examination. 

39. Tickets are to be given at regular times to each pupil 
on which shall be noted the amount of his or her absence and 
tardiness, and the general character of the pupils conduct 
and recitations. This should be returned with the parent or 
guardian’s endorsement. 

40. The Teachers may select, from time to time, the best 
pupils as Monitors, to keep the roll of absence and tardiness, 
and assist in making up the weekly reports. Whenever the 
Monitors shall faithfully discharge their duties, their names 
shall be reported to the Board, to be inserted in the records. 

41. The Principals of all the Schools shall make to the 
Secretary of the Board, monthly returns of the number of the 
pupils belonging to the School at the close of the month, the 
average number in attendance, the number of school days, 
the time actually made, the number of pupils admitted and 
withdrawn, the number of days each pupil was present, the 

number punished corporeally, the names of any who may 
have been suspended, with reasons therefor, with the number 
of those present punctually every day through the month, 
and the names of those most distinguished for exemplary 
conduct and application. not exceeding two in each class, 
with such remarks as may be suggested by their experience. 

42. The Teachers shall practise such discipline in the 
Schools as would be exercised by a kind, judicious parent in 
his family, and they shall avoid corporeal punishment in all 
cases where, in their judgment, good order and faithful per- 
formance of duty can be secured by milder measures. 

43. For violent or pointed opposition to his or her authori- 
ty in any particular instance, the Principal Teacher may ex- 
clude a pupil from school, for the time being; and thereupon 
shall inform the parent or guardian of the measure, with the 
reasons for it, and shall apply to the Sub-Board for advice 
and direction. 
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44. To promote the improvement of their pupils, it shall 
be the duty of the Teachers, as far as practicable, to exercise 
over them, as well out of school as within the walls of the 
school-rooms, a general supervision, particularly at the re- 
cesses; and, on all suitable occasions, to inculcate the prin- 
ciples of truth and virtue. 

45. In cases of difficulty in the discharge of 
duty, or when any temporary dispensation in 
desired, the Teachers shall apply to their respec 
Boards for advice and direction. 

46. To preserve the health of the pupils, the Teachers shall 
give vigilant attention to the ventilation and temperature of 
the school-rooms. 

47. Allrecitations shall be heard by the Teachers only, and 
not by the pupils, unless in cases of absolute necessity. 

48. The Teachers may devote at least one hour a week to 
lessons, in their respective schools, in which all the pupils 
may participate. Instruction may then be given in the com- 
position and analysis of words and of sentences, punctuation, 
the use of capitals, the powers of the letters, spelling and de- 
fining, the construction of geometrical figures, simple lessons 
in drawing, or such other exercises as may suggest themselves 
to the Teachers, by which the interest of the pupils may be 
aroused, and intellectual and moral instruction imparted. 

The Teachers are recommended to encourage the pupils to 
prepare specimens of writing, drawing, &c., and make, as- 
sort, and label collections of plants, minerals, the earths, &c., 
for the purpose of usefully and pleasantly occupying their 
leisure hours, supplying their friends, and making exchanges 
with other schools. 

49. At the close of the School year the Principal Teacher 
of each School shall submit to the Board a condensed ab- 
stract of the Monthly Reports of the School for the year, 
stating the whole number of pupils admitted during the year, 
the number withdrawn, the number at the beginning and end 
of the year, the average attendance and the time in days ac- 
tually lost by absence of pupils, with the names of the pupils 
most distinguished for good conduct, proficiency, advance- 
ment, and regular attendance. 


their official 
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ASSISTANT TEACHERS. 


49. The Assistant Teachers are required, in their several 
departments of duty, to see that the rules of the school are 
rigidly enforced, and in the manner required by the Principal, 
and Sub-Boards. They will report to the Principal cases 
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which may require the exercise of his author 
receive from him or her, directions in referen 
of 7 tether 3 recog of maintainin 
intending their classes. They will exec 
eral duties of the school a8 ota? be ‘isi ghee tees 
cheerful compliance with all directions, and a zealous CU 
operation with the Sub-Board, the Principal, and other Teach- 
ers, will be expected from each Assistant. 

It shall be the duty of the Assistant Teachers to prepare the 
monthly reports of their respective pupils or departments, and 
transmit the same to the Principal Teacher of the school, to 


be enclosed or connected with his or her own, and sent to the 
Secretary of the Board. 
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APPOINTMENT OF TEACHETS. 


50. Candidates for appointment will pass such an exami- 
nation, in respect to their qualifications, as shall be satisfac. 
tory to the Board of Trustees. 

Persons elected Teachers, unless from any cause their 
offices be vacated, will continue in office till the succeeding 
annual election, and may be assigned or transferred to such 
schools as the Board of Trustees may deem best for the pub- 
lic interests. 

‘ BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

51. The Board of Trustees will be governed in their pro- 
ceedings, so far as the nature of the case will admit, by the 
rules of order adopted by the City Councils. 


SUB-BOARDS. 


52. It shall be the duty of the several Sub-Boards, in all 
cases, to confine the expenses of their respective schools 
within the limit of the appropriation made for their sup- 

ort. 
: 53. It shall be the duty of the Sub-Boards to present to 
the Board at their monthly meetings all bills against their 
districts. 

54. Every bill or account when presented shall be certified 
by two of the Sub-Board of the District, and before being 
paid shall be passed by a majority of the Board present at 
any meeting. 

55. The Sub-Boards are expected to visit their respective 
schools, and render themselves familiar therewith, and in 
general to co-operate with the Teachers in their endeavors 
to remedy existing defects, and improve the discipline and 
instruction of the schools; and, from time to time, see that 
the pupils have been properly vaccinated. 
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6. The Sub-Boards are especially charged to 
Bian arrangements made for the accommodation a a 
pupils and Teachers, the ventilation and graduation hd 
heat of the school-rooms, and for fuel and stationery + an Aa 
is enjoined upon penehers to ata) particularly to the 
roper use of the means thus provided. 
7 R 57. No books or stationery shall be purchased see Die 
/ an order signed by one member of the Sub-Board of irl na 
trict, and only such as shall be deemed necessary os ih 
supply of indigent pupils and for the general use of the 
schools. ee: Aeoth 

58. Whenever books are loaned to indigent pupils the 
Principals shall charge them in a book kept for the purpose, 
and shall require them to be returned when the pupils leave 

hool. 

3 a pneSefat Atul Examinations shall be held in all the 
schools, under the direction of the General or Sub-Board; 
and every pupil who shall absent himself or herself from any 
such examination of the school where such pupil attends, 
shall be forthwith reported by the Principal to the Board, 
and such absence shall be deemed, unless for sufficient cause, 
a reason for suspension. 

60. The Sub-Boards shall give their advice to the Teachers 
in any emergency, and they shall take cognizance of any dif- 
ficulty which may have occurred between the Teachers and 
parents or guardians of the pupils, or between the Teachers 
themselves, relative to the government or instruction of the 
school. An appeal, however, to the whole Board is not here- 
by denied to any citizen or Teacher. 

TREASURER. 

61. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to pay all bills 
that shall be approved by the Board, to keep correct books of 
his accounts, in which shall be entered an abstract of each 
account, the name of the payee, the date of such account, the 
time of its approval and payment. 

62. He shall report at each monthly meeting of the Board 
a statement of the expenses of each Primary and District 
School during the preceding month, with the amounts ex- 
pended and standing to the credit of the Board; semi-annu- 
ally he shall furnish a full report’of the school expenditures 
during the preceding: half year. 


SECRETARY'S DUTIES. 


63. The Secretary shall have charge of the records of the 
Board, and all papers directed by them to be kept on file; he 
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shall keep a fair and full record of all the 
Board; he shall notify all stated and s 
Instructors of their appointments, and 
other notices as the Board may require. 

64. Whenever required, he shall make the annual and 
other reports of the Boards. In the Annual Report shall be 
exhibited in detail the operations of the schools the past year, 
their present condition and future prospects, and the state of 
education in the city in general. He will endeavor, by 
occasional visits to the schools, to inform himself of their 
condition, and thus be able to suggest improvements and 
remedy defects. 

65. When deemed expedient, he may call occasional meet- 
ings of the Teachers and citizens, to interchange opinions 
upon matters connected with school discipline and instruc- 
tion, in order to create interestin the subject of public educa- 
tion as well as harmony of action. 

66. He shall likewise prepare short abstracts of the pro- 
ceedings of the Board for publication, and perform such 
duties connected with the administration of the Public School 
System as may from time to time be imposed upon him by 
the Board. 

67. He shall also act as the Librarian of the Board, attend 
to the reception and delivery of the books, and see that all 
books are properly numbered and registered. 
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